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Katy Catchpole 

Hello. This is Katy Catchpole, and you're listening to Trent Radio 92.7 CFFF FM in 
Peterborough/Nogojiwanong. Welcome back to Soundscapes. This is a show where I get out and explore 
this lovely place known as Peterborough/Nogojiwanong and learn about all of the wonderful things 
happening in this city from dedicated and knowledgeable folks who are involved in the community. And 
this week, I had the privilege of visiting the Peterborough Museum and Archives, which is located on 300 
Hunter Street just up the Hill past King George Public School. If you're coming from the downtown area 
near Parkhill and George, it's just a quick 10 to 15 minutes ride up the Rotary Greenway Bike Trail. So, if 
you're heading east up Parkhill, you just take a right into the Rotary Greenway Trail and then turn left on 
Hunter and head on up the Hill. And the Museum is just up the Hill on the left. You can't miss it. And it 
was such a lovely ride up there. 

Katy Catchpole 

And I'm just so grateful that I get to live and work in a place where you can get around on a bike or walk 
pretty much in 10 to 15 minutes if you're going downtown. And so, it was just a really lovely trip. And so 
last Thursday, I met up at the Museum with my good friend and colleague Jessica Ernest, and she gave 
me a tour of the Museum and told me about the permanent and temporary exhibitions that are currently 
on display. And I feel like I learned a lot about the history of the city of Peterborough, including its first 
Peoples, the Irish settlers and colonizers, and the industrialization of the city. And I feel like I also learned 
a lot about the Museum itself and what they do, which is apparently home to a collection of over 45 
thousand artifacts. And I had the privilege of being able to see some of those, which was really awesome. 
So, yeah, it's just such an amazing space. And I got to speak with Jessica, and she gave me a little tour 
of the Museum. So that's what you're about to hear is just a little tour that she gave me. And that also 
contains a lot of really interesting historical facts and knowledge that I didn't know about. So, I hope that 
you enjoy learning as much as I did. So, without further ado, here is that tour. 

Jessica Ernest 

Hi, I'm Jessica Ernest, and we are here at the Peterborough Museum and Archives, and I am the 
Summer Administrative Assistant. So, the Museum portion is split into two different sections. We have the 
permanent exhibition which tells the chronological history of Peterborough, beginning with the Indigenous 
Peoples who would live off the land and the water that's in the area, and then going on to colonization and 
European immigration and then expanding on the industrial and cultural… I don't want to say revolutions, 
but the flourishing of those in Peterborough that kind of shaped into the city that we know it as today. And 
so, the main Museum kind of ends around the 1920s as we're moving into the modern era and then we 
also have the temporary exhibition which was curated by the Fleming Museum Management and 
Curatorial students, and they put on an exhibition every year and it's currently being torn down. The last 
day is Sunday, June 6, or June 5, and then we have a new temporary exhibition coming called Space to 
Spoon which is produced by the Canada Agriculture and Food Museum in partnership with the Canadian 



Space Agency. And so, people who visit the exhibit will learn about the relationship between space 
technology and farmers and sustainable agriculture. There's a lot of hands-on modules and there's 
stunning graphics so any visitor can enjoy the interactivity of this exhibition and it's bringing to light how 
agricultural resource management and better understanding of the land conditions is largely influenced by 
radar data making for more environmentally responsible farming practices. 

Jessica Ernest 

So that will be on display from June 11 until September 11 of 2022 and that kind of wraps up the Museum 
portion and I'm sure you'll be seeing more about the archives later but the facility in general is very 
accessible. It is a barrier free zone. It's rather quiet and peaceful. It's air conditioned and we really 
encourage people of all ages to come here. There's something for everyone. There's an audio tour which 
is really great for people with accessibility needs or people who just want to spend some time alone and 
there's also a bunch of kids’ activities. We have scavenger hunts, and we have factoids and all kinds of 
bins and activities along the path of the Museum. And kids can win a little prize at the end so it's really 
sweet. 

Jessica Ernest 

So here we are standing in the section of the permanent exhibition that features the Indigenous people, 
how they would live off the land, how they would invent canoes and wigwams and kind of just their ways 
of life, how they would produce agriculture and fish and thrive in this area of Ontario. And then we're 
starting to see a little bit more of the Irish influence. Peter Robinson was the gentleman who the town was 
named after, but it was initially named after Adam Scott. It used to be called Scott’s Mills because he was 
really good with woodworking. So, he was able to establish a lot of the infrastructure when he first arrived, 
but ultimately it was named after Peter Robinson. And we have a lot of beautiful art pieces that really 
bring the story to life, like more than just artifacts. And it really has you feel or emulate the feelings of 
what the Irish people were feeling when they were experiencing poverty and famine and how it was a 
really difficult immigration from the home country to the new country. Should we move on? 

Katy Catchpole 

Yeah. Okay. 

Jessica Ernest 

Yeah. That section is really fun. It's a recreation of one of the ships that the Irish immigrants would have 
had to sail over on. And it's a really great representation of just how horrible the conditions were and how 
a family of six, seven, or eight people would have to stay in one of those bunks for four or five months at a 
time crossing the Atlantic. 



Katy Catchpole 

Cool. Catharine Parr Traill! 

Jessica Ernest 

Yes! She had a very famous flower press, which you can see here. And so, she kept a bunch of diaries 
with pressed flowers and plants, and so her contributions really, really furthered the study of native plants 
in this area and really kind of gave us an idea of what the wildlife and the natural environment was like all 
the way back then. So, she, knowing it or not, really contributed a lot to the preservation of the history and 
the progress of the science and botany in this area. So, whether she knew it or not, she made huge 
contributions. 

So clearly, this is where we start to see a lot of modern culture being implemented. This is definitely the 
turn of the century. From the eighteen hundreds to the nineteen hundreds- we see industries such as 
woodworking, agriculture, railways. There were bridges being built such as the Hunter Street Bridge 
between Peterborough and the town known as Ashburnham, connecting the West Side with the East 
Side. And of course, we have wars going on and militia. And one of the most beautiful parts of the 
Museum that I have to highlight is the Balsillie collection of Fred Roy images. Fred Roy was a citizen of 
Peterborough who had a camera and documented everything. He would take pictures of empty rooms. 
He would take pictures of his kids playing and cycling and there's nothing else like it. Photography at that 
time was super expensive and delicate and very difficult to use and he went all out taking pictures of 
people even smiling, which wasn't super common at the time. So, his collection much like Catharine Parr 
Traill's contributions, have really really helped solidify our understanding of the history of Peterborough.  

Jessica Ernest 

And the way of life. And it's really fascinating. And I recommend anybody take a look. We have hundreds 
of thousands of his slides in the freezer, and a bunch of them are on display and a bunch more can be 
accessed if you make an appointment with our archivist. 

Katy Catchpole 

Okay. Hopefully Jon may show me some of those later. Wow, these are very cool. This is just some of 
them, obviously. Is this, like the only ones that are on display right now? 

Jessica Ernest 

I wouldn't say the only ones. If you see any image around Peterborough in the newspaper or even at 
Erring at King George, chances are it will say courtesy of Peterborough Museum, because he took that 
photo. And a lot of these photos are famous. Like this one. You can see this everywhere. It's in 
newspapers. It's on our website. It's in a bunch of our kids’ programs. These obviously are prints of the 
originals. And some of them you see very frequently, I think they chose these prints to display in particular 



because, like I said, a lot of it just shows, like the culture and day to day life of people in Peterborough. 
They're not necessarily posed or poised. They're just very candid. We can see one of the fires, one of the 
great fires that happened at a cinema on George Street. We can see agriculture. We can see an early 
car. We can see a race of some sort. It looks like speed skating. We have his studio and some beautiful 
photos of his family laughing and smiling and cycling. And I think that's why these are on display is just 
because of how striking they are and how unexpected for the era. And I also think it really showcases his 
talent and his range. 

Katy Catchpole 

Yeah. He seemed to have a gift for not just photographing, like, portraits and stuff, but, like, scenes as 
well, which is really cool. What is the Balsillie? 

Jessica Ernest 

That is the same Balsillie, I believe, as the gentleman who created the Blackberry. Yes, Balsillie and 
Lazaridis created the BlackBerry. And I know that because I'm from Waterloo, but anyhow Balsillie, he is 
a very wealthy man. So, I believe he just owns the collection or he's the one who is the patron of the 
collection. But I don't believe he had any input on what is displayed or how. Do you know why 
Peterborough is called the electric city? 

Katy Catchpole 

I do not. 

Jessica Ernest 

It's because Peterborough was the very first city in Ontario to have electric power lines on its roads. So 
that meant electric streetlights. And so, you can see from this one image just the thousands of power 
lines that would obscure your view if you were above, say, the third floor. And they were implemented by 
Bell. And, of course, Bell has been the primary company in this area ever since. So, I would argue, like, 
maybe this is a little bit my personal opinion, but I would say that the General Electric building was the 
biggest source of income in Peterborough for a long time. Being the electric city, this is definitely like the 
primary industry. Pretty much everyone and their uncle and their brother and their child worked at 
General Electric, if not Quakers Oats. Right? So, the facility is huge, and its legacy is huge. I think there 
are still groups today of people who are related to people who worked in that facility. Yeah. It's a really 
huge legacy and really important in defining what Peterborough became. 

Katy Catchpole 

It looks like at the General Electric plant they built street cars...? 



Jessica Ernest 

Yeah, they did for a really long time. I couldn't tell you exactly when they were taken out of commission, 
but for sure, as soon as the power lines went up, so did the street cars. 

Katy Catchpole 

Hello again. If you are just tuning in with us, I'm Katy Catchpole, and I'm broadcasting live through the 
facilities of Trent Radio right now in Studio A. The show you're currently listening to is called 
Soundscapes. And this is just a show that gives you your daily dose of culture and sounds recorded right 
here in the city. And you've just been listening to part one of my visit to the Museum and Archives, my 
tour with Jessica Ernest, the admin assistant at the Museum and Archives. And that was just our tour. 
And I feel like I learned so much. I was lucky to see some of the Fred Roy photographs and learned that 
the Museum has one of the largest photographic collections in Canada, which is pretty impressive. Next 
up on our Soundscape adventure is the second part of my visit with Jessica, and that is an interview that I 
did with her just speaking about her role at the Museum and what opportunities there are for young folks 
to get involved at the Museum this summer. So, I hope you enjoyed that last bit. And here is my interview 
with Jessica Ernest. 

Katy Catchpole 

Can you tell us about something we might not know about the Museum and Archives? 

Jessica Ernest 

There is a lot of secrets here. And I don't necessarily want to say they’re secrets because anyone can find 
them out. So, I guess what I'm trying to say is you will never learn everything the first time that you show 
up. There is just such a plethora of information here about current knowledge and previous knowledge. 
And so, I guess what I would say is something that might surprise people is museums, for the most part, 
are far from dusty and sleepy and old. This facility and its staff is constantly changing and evolving and 
scoping out the cultural landscape and trying to change for the better every single day. So, there's a lot! 
We get people coming in asking the most obscure questions. Did you know this one guy who lived in this 
one apartment building 47 years ago? And chances are we do! We have some piece of information on 
him in the Archives or in the collection or just off the top of our heads. So, I guess what would surprise 
you about the Museum? Everything. There is so much more to this than meets the eye. 

Katy Catchpole 

That's so cool. That's actually something I was wondering about. Thinking about the archives and 
questions I wanted to ask, wondering if people ever come in looking for, like a long lost relative or 
something and just wanting to know… 



What opportunities are there for young people to get involved at the Museum. And can you tell me a little 
bit about what those things are? 

Jessica Ernest 

Unfortunately, we're not taking any volunteers at the moment – because of the pandemic. But I would 
definitely recommend under normal circumstances, that would be the best way to get involved is to 
volunteer and get to know as many people as you can. However, I strongly recommend the youth 
leadership program that we are hosting. It happens every summer and it's very much like a leader-in-
training program, so it's available to anyone who is in high school, and I really recommend it because you 
can get volunteer hours for your OSSD and it's excellent experience working with kids. And one of the 
major themes that we have going on this year is resume building and interview prep. So, by the end of the 
summer, Anyone who is a youth leader will feel more confident to apply for a job or even post-secondary 
schooling so applicants can sign up on our website or they can even just give us a call. I strongly 
recommend it. It's really good for teens to get out into the community, to give back, to gain some 
experience in a safe and fun environment with people who want the best for you. 

Katy Catchpole 

That sounds like a great opportunity for young people. Can you tell us a little bit more about when that's 
happening and what the age limits and things are? 

Jessica Ernest 

For sure. So, you have to sign up before June 29th. That's the last day to register and as long as you're in 
high school. We say the minimum age is 14, but if you're 13 going into grade nine, whatever, that's fine. 
And the orientation is July 4, 5, and 7, and it's two full days and a half day and there's going to be a pizza 
party and then actual camp runs from, I believe, the week after that, July 11, all the way up until August 
26, if I'm not mistaken. So, whoever is a youth leader can volunteer at a camp for one week, two weeks, 
the whole summer, whatever works with their schedule. And so, it's really great way to do team building, 
to gain confidence. And if you have any questions, we are more than happy to answer them. 

Katy Catchpole 

And how can people reach out to ask those questions? 

Jessica Ernest 

You can definitely give the Museum a call. We have the phone number on our website. You can speak to 
Dustin or Faryn or me, Jessica, or my colleague Alyssa. And if not, we do have a website and it has all 
the information you need to know on there. 



Katy Catchpole 

Great. Can you tell me a little bit about your role at the Museum and what made you want to be involved 
in place like this? 

Jessica Ernest 

So, I am the Summer Administrative Assistant, which means that I'm doing a lot of planning and 
administrative work for the various programming that we are hosting this summer, such as P.A. day 
camps, the weekly summer camps. But most of my work has been on the Youth Leader program, which is 
like leader in training, like I mentioned, for high school students. So, I'm preparing mostly for the training 
of that session and ensuring that they have all the resources and support that they need. Whereas my 
colleague is focusing more on the younger age groups. Something that made me want to be involved with 
an institution like a Museum was like growing up, museums were always a go to destination whenever I 
traveled with my parents to a new city or town. And I have attended many summer camps at museums 
and heritage sites. So, I believe that humans are, by nature, curious creatures. And so, I believe it's really 
important to foster that creativity. A Museum is the perfect place for one to learn at their own speed and 
curate their experience to suit their interests. So, I'm just so grateful to be working here in a facility that it's 
my dream job. 

Jessica Ernest 

It checks off all the boxes. You can be yourself; you can be creative. You can ask questions. It's really 
special. 

Katy Catchpole 

That sounds really cool. Can you tell us what your favorite part about working here is? 

Jessica Ernest 

By far my colleagues, like my coworkers, everyone here is exceptional. It is so refreshing working with 
people who want to be here, who are passionate about their work and who have the same vision. And so 
what that means is just any advice I have for someone who wants to be involved at the Museum, 
especially younger ages, is don't be afraid to ask questions. You are not a burden. People are here for 
that reason. They want to answer your questions. They wouldn't be here if they didn't want to answer your 
questions. So, you're not bugging anyone by being like, can you tell me everything you know about the 
Roy collection of photographs? They'll be like, yes, I can. Thank you for asking. So that would be my 
biggest advice for young people because my coworkers are just so approachable and chatty, and if they 
don't know the answers, they know someone who will. 



Katy Catchpole 

Can you talk a little bit about the camps and other programs that are happening this summer other than 
the Youth Leadership program? 

Jessica Ernest 

Yeah. So, we have Junior Discovery, which is for children ages four to six, and Summer Discovery, which 
is for children ages seven to eleven. They take place in our large, air conditioned, barrier free spaces, the 
outdoor heritage Pavilion, our galleries, the green space, and the playground. So, each week of camp has 
a different theme that aims to incorporate steam science, technology, engineering, art, and math. And so, 
it incorporates this into fun activities, experiments, games, crafts, and more. Some examples of themes 
that we have going on include exploring outer space, Lego building, mad scientist labs, creature power, 
dinosaurs, and time traveling. There's really something for every type of creative mind. 

Katy Catchpole 

Those all sound very cool. I'm particularly excited about the space one that sounds really awesome. 

Jessica Ernest 

It's awesome that you mentioned that because you'll really like the new temporary exhibit. So, this 
particular week of camp, the one that's exploring outer space, they'll be able to spend a lot of time in our 
temporary exhibit learning about space, radars, and sustainable farming. 

Katy Catchpole 

Oh, very cool. And how can we register? Is it the same contact? 

Jessica Ernest 

Yeah, same deal. If you call the Museum, we will be more than happy to take your registration over the 
phone. But if not online is just as easy. 

Katy Catchpole 

Do you have a favorite memory that you have with the Museum and archives? 

Jessica Ernest 

I have been with the Museum since September of 2021. I was very fortunate to receive my placement 
here while I was a business student in my fourth year at Trent University. And so it was in March of 2022 
that they said, hey, we have a job opening this summer. We would love for you to have it, to take that job 



opportunity, but go home and sleep on it and think about it. I'm like, no, yeah, send me up, please. So, I 
think that was just a really sweet moment to know that my contributions and my desire to be here was, 
like, shining through and that my work was appreciated. And so now I'm very grateful to be part of the 
team, if only for the summer. But we'll see where it goes. That's usually one of my most favorite memories 
was feeling like I belong. Because that's what the Museum should be. It is by the people, for the people. It 
is ever changing. I should also mention there's been a really recent focus on new ongoing history 
because the 90s were a lot longer ago than 1 may think. So, it's important to still document that it's 
community based. Everyone should feel welcome here. Everyone should feel wanted here. 

Katy Catchpole 

That's really cool. Do you know how they acquired all the different artifacts in this room? 

Jessica Ernest 

Mostly everything in the collection has been donation. We actually have the largest collection of artifacts, I 
believe, in Canada, with over 45,000 items in the collection. And I could not even begin to tell you how 
many in the archives. So, all of our artifacts have come from people who have lived in Peterborough. We 
only collect items if they have a connection to Peterborough, and if they have a really rich story or history 
or connection. Oh, my gosh. I hope I can get you to see the collections because they're all displayed so 
lovely. 45,000 items. 

Katy Catchpole 

That's like a separate building? 

Jessica Ernest 

Yeah, just next door. It's called the Curatorial Center, and it's all climate controlled and humid controlled, 
and it's not generally open to the public. 

Katy Catchpole 

So that's not where the rest of the archives are? 

Jessica Ernest 

 No, the archives are in the basement. That's kind of like its own facility. And then the Curatorial Center 
holds all of the bulkier items. 



Katy Catchpole 

I suppose you kind of already spoke to this, but do you have any advice for young people wanting to 
begin a career in an arts institution like the Museum and archives? 

Jessica Ernest 

Yeah, certainly under normal circumstances, I would recommend volunteering, but given that that's not 
really an opportunity at this particular facility, I would say, just come in, just be here. I was a business 
student, so I know that networking is like 80% of your success, so I would say come here and just get to 
know people. “Hi. What's your name? What's your role? Can you tell me a bit about it?” Kind of like what 
you're doing right now, and don't be afraid to ask questions. And sometimes it's hard to come up with 
questions. I understand that you’re kind of like, “Wow, I don't even know where to begin,” but trust me, 
there's no dumb questions. Yeah, I would say ask around and just be in this space and try to be a 
sponge. Absorb as much information as you can because I feel like the more you appreciate it and the 
more you want to be here, the more effort you put into it, the more it'll pay off. My colleague Alyssa, you 
might actually want to speak to her because she has done a ton of work volunteering in museums or 
doing summer jobs or doing weeklong jobs just to be involved. And it really paid off. Her resume is 
glowing, so just being around it just getting a little bit of experience under your belt will really start the 
snowball rolling. 

Katy Catchpole 

That's really good advice. Yeah. I feel like just getting out there and showing that you're engaged is just a 
good way to get involved. Yeah, that's really cool. Okay. I think that kind of wraps it up. We kind of 
already touched on the last couple of questions I had. Unless you had anything further, you'd like to just 
add at the end? 

Jessica Ernest 

I don't know. I guess I just want everyone to know that they're special. Truly. It sounds cliche, but I feel 
like this is a really good place to realize that. But art and art camps really connect all of our individuality, 
and it's really important to learn at your own speed, to be curious, to want to know more, to want to 
connect with people. And this is the perfect place to do it. So just drop on by. Even if you're here, just use 
our bathroom and say hello. It's a good start. 

Katy Catchpole 

Okay. You heard it from Jessica Ernest. Thank you, Jessica. 

Jessica Ernest 

Thanks Katy! Appreciate it. I always love having you here. 



Katy Catchpole 

Thanks. All right. That pretty much wraps up our show today. Thank you so much for listening. This has 
been Soundscapes and I'm Katy Catchpole and I will see you next week at noon. Same time. I hope you 
enjoyed the show and I hope you have a really great rest of your week. Goodbye. 


	Beginning: Tour of Museum
	Interview with Jessica Ernest
	Ways for Youth to Get Involved with the Museum



