
 
THE MARKET HALL AND CLOCK TOWER 
 
LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION - The Market Hall occup1es part of 
Lot 1 north of Charlotte Street and east of George Street. 
It is situated on Lots 12 to 21 1nclus1ve of Reg. Plan No. 108 for the City of  
Peterborough. 
 
OWNER - Marathon Rea1ity Company Limited. 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION - 1889. 
 
ARCHITECT AND CONTRACTOR - John B. Belcher, Architect  
Thomas Rutherford, Contractor 
 
SIGNIFICANCE - The Market Hall with its clock tower is the principal monument of  
the downtown area.  It is Peterborough's second market hall, replac1ng the first one erected in 1851.  It is a 
valued example of late 19th century commercial architecture. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - In September 1889, the Peterborough Newspapers carried long and 
deta1led accounts of the ceremony of the laying of the corner stone and some of the history relating to the 
planning of this bui1ding. 
The handsome silver trowel with ebony handle, made by Mr. R. W. Muncaster and used by Mayor James 
Stevenson to lay the stone is now housed in the Peterborough Centennial Museum. 
 
SITE AND SETTING - This building is located on the southwest corner of what was, Peterborough's Market 
Square - or more clearly described as the northeast corner of Charlotte and Water Streets.  The clock tower 
is visible from all directions. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING - This two storey, red brick structure is a fine example of late 19th 
century functional commercial architecture.  The ground storey was planned for a series of shops and an 
arcade through the center from George Street to the Market Square at the rear. Later this arcade was closed 
off by an enclosed double concrete stairway at the rear and the arcade itself was converted to shops.  The 
immense market hall with its ornamental timber trussed roof occupied the second and attic storeys. The 
Badminton Club used this huge and grand space for years after it ceased to function as a market. Until the 
recent renovations it was heated by huge wood burning stoves connected to a row of large single stack 
chimneys, which rose above the rear wall.  The corner clock tower houses a clock with a Boston made 
mechanism connected to four large wooden dials, which face the four cardinal directions.  The whole 
structure had been painted.  The 1974-75 restoration removed the rear staircase and chimneys, the layers 
of paint and the disfiguring shop fronts; the brick work was repaired, the string course cornice above the 
shops, between the first and second storeys, was replaced and the shop fronts restored to almost their 
original appearance.  The ‘almost’ refers to the half round transoms above the doors and windows.  
Originally they contained many paned sashes such as still remain in the transom sashes of the upper 
windows and the oval windows in the southeast turret.  This was a diagnostic feature of the architecture of 
the 1890's. 
 
This is a rectangular red brick structure whose fifteen bays on the upper storey of the west facade are 
separated by simple pilasters.  Some are slightly heavier or are broken by narrow vertical panels to give 
variety or to accent special decorative features, but each is finished with a stringcourse and a simple 
moulded cap. 
 
The tall window openings are semi-circular and contain two pane, double hung sash windows and half-
round, many paned transoms. The shop fronts of the ground storey echo in appearance, the semi-circular 
openings above but the construction is different. The openings are flat topped and the semi-circular door 
and window openings are made of cast iron. The center three bays (where the original arcade was located) 
appears to project slightly and is surmounted by a paneled and pilastered entablature and a monumental 



boxed cornice pediment, which contains a large stylized coat of arms.  On either side of the entablature is a 
paneled parapet.  The vertical lines of the structure are balanced horizontally by recessed panels below the 
second storey windows and by cornice like stringcourses above the openings of the ground and the second 
storeys.  To avoid monotony, the long stretch of cornice to the north of the center feature is broken by a 
small oval, many paned window. 
 
The appearance of the south side of the building echoes that of the west front, but the placement of the six 
bays differs, being composed of three groups of paired openings, the center pair divided from the outer pair 
by double pilasters. Above the center pair is a small version of the entablature and boxed cornice pediment, 
which is the principal decorative feature of the west front. This is flanked on either side by square turrets.  
The one on the east corner is squat and contains oval many paned windows on the south and the east 
sides. 
The one on the west corner becomes a tall square clock tower with simple panels surmounted on all four 
sides by paired louvered openings.  The large wood painted clock faces are surrounded by simple triangular 
mouldings and occupy the top brick section of the tower.  Moulded brackets set on short square bases rest 
against the chaffered corners. Moulded stringcourses divide this section from the square tower below and 
the eight-sided sheet metal cupola above.  Boxed cornice pediment dormers break the four sides of the 
cupola above the clock faces and an open lantern surmounts the whole with a finial at the roof peak. 
 
A wealth of secondary detail enriches the surface of the building.  Many, if not all, of the stringcourses and 
cornice mouldings and the monumental coat of arms in the pediment are constructed of moulded sheet 
metal. 
 
 
2.  THE MARKET HALL & CLOCK TOWER 
- N.E. Corner of Charlotte and George Streets. 
This valued example of late 19th century commercial architecture is the principal monument of the 
downtown core.  It is Peterborough’s second market hall, erected in 1889 to replace the old one built in 
1851.  John E. Belcher was the Architect and Thomas Rutherford was the contractor.  The clock moved from 
the tower of the 1875 Bradburn Opera Building, which stood immediately to the north, bas served the people 
of Peterborough for over 100 years. When the remaining old buildings were demolished to make way for 
Peterborough Square this old structure, which had become the symbol of the city was retained and 
incorporated into the modern scheme. 
 
 
 


