
 
84 BENSON AVENUE 
 
LOCATION - The lands and buildings, known municipally as 84 Benson Avenue. 
ALL AND SINGULAR and certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, lying and 
being in the City of Peterborough, in the County of Peterborough and Province of Ontario 
and being composed of Lot 15, Registered Plan Number 71 for the said City of 
Peterborough. 
 
OWNERS & OCCUPANTS: Christopher and Janet Greene. 
 
ARCHITECT:  William Blackwell. 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:  1886 -1888. 
 
SITE AND SETTING - The house is situated at the top of the Benson Avenue hill next to 
the former Peterborough Teachers College, now the property of the Peterborough County 
Beard of Education, whose property surrounds it on three sides and provides a secluded 
setting. The house, which faces west, is set about eighty feet back from the street. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE - The house is an early Peterborough example of the Queen Anne 
Revival Style. It was designed by the architect William Blackwell as his own residence, 
and was the first house he designed in the city. It was, therefore, meant to be an example 
of his domestic architectural ability, a sort of advertisement for the practice he was just 
starting in Peterborough. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - William Blackwell was born in 1850 in a house in Douro 
Township - now 1066 Armour Road, Peterborough, Ontario. His father, James Blackwell 
had settled in Douro Township in 1835. William Blackwell studied architecture in Toronto 
with Walter Strickland and subsequently worked for several years in the prairies. It was 
there he met his wife, the English-born Annie Hales, whom he married in 1884. In that 
year he returned to Peterborough to establish a practice and began the construction of his 
Benson Avenue home two years later, moving in while it was still unfinished. 
 
In later years he designed a number of dwellings and other buildings in the city, often in 
collaboration with architect John Belcher, to whom credit is sometimes given. Among the 
designs attributed to him are those for Nicholls Hospital - now the Eastern Pentecostal 
Bible College, the Young Men's Christian Association, the Young Women’s Christian 
Association, the recently demolished Aylmer Street Fire Hall, the recently abandoned 
Public Library an George Street, the new parish house for St. John’s Anglican Church, the 
long disappeared Isolation Hospital and Anson House. He was supervising architect for 
the armories, construction 1907-09. 
 
Mr. Blackwell was active in the architectural profession in Ontario. In July 1890 he was 
appointed to the founding council of the Ontario Association of Architects. 
 



Mr. Blackwell retired from active practice in 1926, and his firm was carried en by his son, 
Walter R. L. Blackwell, who moved the main office to Toronto where it became the firm of 
Blackwell, Craig and Zeidler. Walter Blackwell also designed a number of houses in 
Peterborough. 
 
William Blackwell resided in his Benson Avenue house until his death in 1937 and his 
widow lived there until her death in 1952. 
 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW 
 
This two and one-half storey house is basically rectangular in plan, with a .one and one-
half storey five foot projection at the left rear (northeast corner) and a two storey projecting 
bay to the right of the centre of the front facade, which is the narrow side. The construction 
is of solid red brick laid in stretcher bond. A brick plinth surrounds the house on the front 
and sides. It is four bricks in height with an additional moulded top course, except on the 
north side where it is nine bricks in height. The foundation is random laid granite rubble. 
The steep truncated hip roof descends to one and one-half storey height over the rear 
wing and has a large offset projecting gable over the front bay. The facade of the gable, 
which contains a double casement window, is finished in stucco and decorated with false 
half timbering. It is carried on four heavy wooden brackets where it projects to either side 
of the bay below it. The original bracketed chimney towards the front on the north side has 
been continued to the ground on the exterior. Another chimney integral with the rear wall 
is found at the southeast corner. The boxed cornice has a moulded rib at the inner edge. 
 
There is a recessed porch at the left front behind a semi-circular radiating brick voussoirs 
with a slightly projecting false keystone of at the left of the arched opening is a short 
parapet with a granite arch of brick coping. 
 
The heading of the front door opening is a segmental arch of brick. The trim within the 
opening is moulded. The high single leaf door has a chamfered frame around the one 
horizontal and two vertical panels, which have moulding at top and bottom. Above the 
panels are three lights whose tops follow the curve of the arch. 
 
Above the porch is a double casement window, with six panes in each of the wooden 
casements. On each floor of the front bay is a triple casement window under a segmental 
arched brick header; that on the first floor having transoms above the casements. The 
casements are divided by deep moulded wooden mullions. On the first floor the two side 
casements contain two panes each while the central casement has a single pane. The 
casements on the second floor are all divided into three sections, the lower two containing 
one pane each and, the upper one, nine.  
 
All the windows in the house are also inward-opening casements except for one small six 
over six, double hung sash window on the first floor on the south side, which was added in 
the 1940 s. On either side of this window are two shallow triple casement bays which do 
not project beyond the wall line. Each casement has twelve panes. Toward the rear there 



is a double casement of less height than the others. On the second floor on the south side 
are two double casements of equal height but of different designs; that toward the 
southwest having a central mullion. The stair window on the north side is a stepped cluster 
of four casements. Only the front windows, the stair window and the eastern second floor 
window on the south side are original. All others were added or replaced the original 
windows during renovations carried out by Mr. Blackwell in the 1920s. At that time a sun 
porch was added at the southeast corner and a garage at the northeast. In 1974 a one 
storey wooden extension was added at the northeast corner at the rear. 
 
Brief prepared by Mr. Christopher Greene. 
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