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LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION - The lands and buildings are known 

municipally as 73 Robinson Street. All and singular that certain parcel 

of land and premises situate lying and being in the City of Peter 

borough and County of Peterborough and Province of Ontario and being 

composed of Lot #133 south of Robinson Street and the westerly twenty-

five feet in perpendicular width of Lots #1 and #2 south of Robinson 

Street and west of Mark Street on Plan 11A for the said City of 

Peterborough. (Instrument #391000) 

 

SITE AND SETTING - The house is located on the south side of Robinson 

Street between Burnham and Mark Streets in that area of Peterborough 

formerly known as the village of Ashburnham. It is set on the side of a 

gentle slope well back from and above the street in a neighborhood of 

residential properties. 

 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION - 1866 

 

ARCHITECT - Unknown 

 

BUILDERS - John Craigie and Jonathan Stevenson 

 

OWNERS AND OCCUPANTS- J. David and Barbara Lillico and James Warren and 

Joyce Evelyn Solomon 

 

SIGNIFICANCE - This house might be considered the culmination of the 

Gothic style of architecture as it developed in Peterborough. With its 

high center gable, its wealth of well-preserved "gingerbread" trim, and 

its Italianate window detailing, it is architecturally the most exciting 

dwelling house in Peterborough. Henry Calcutt, the long-time owner, was 

best known in mid nineteenth-century Peterborough as a brewer and the 

owner of a fleet of river steamboats. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - On August 9, 1866, Reverend Mark Burnham sold 

lot #133 south of Robinson Street and west of Mark Street in the village 

of Ashburnham to John Craigie and Jonathon Stevenson. (Instrument 

#19167) Reverend Burnham had received the land in the late 1840s from 

his father, the Honourable Zaccheus Burnham Sr., who had received it as 

a Crown Patent around 1820. As sawyers and wood craftsmen, Craigie and 

Stevenson would build the Gothic structure now known as 73 Robinson 

Street, which would become the home of the Calcutt family. The house was 

probably architecturally designed, but it has not been possible to 

discover the name of the architect. 

 

On November 11, 1869, Craigie and Stevenson sold the house, lot, and 

adjoining southern lot to Isabella B. Calcutt, wife of Henry Calcutt, 

for $2400 (158). The Calcutt family would own the house until 1943. 

 

Born in Cobourg in 1837, Henry Calcutt's direct lineage may be traced 

back to the days of British heraldry. His great great great-grandfather, 

James Calcutt, went to Ireland with Oliver Cromwell In 1749 as an 

officer in his bodyguard, the famous "Ironsides". The next generation of 
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Calcutts were born at Sharane Castle, Boyle in Upper Woods, as 

grandchildren of the local squire. The succeeding generation was born in 

County Tipperary. Henry's parents, James Calcutt and the former Jane 

Shannon, came to Canada in 1832, landing in Cobourg on July 31. There 

James operated a farm and distillery and had eleven children from two 

marriages. Henry was the first son born in Canada. 

 

In 1855 Henry left his family in Cobourg and moved to Peterborough, 

where he established Calcutt's Brewing and Malting Company. The brewery 

was destroyed by fire in 1863 and was replaced by a stone brewery built 

on the west side of Lake Street (now Burnham Street) just north of the 

park. Calcutt also started a line of steamers plying Rice Lake and the 

Otonabee River between Peterborough and Harwood, connecting with the 

Midland, Ontario, Cobourg, and Quebec railways. He also built and 

carried on a flax mill in Ashburnham and tried to encourage the growth 

of flax as a crop in this area. Unfortunately, the mill was destroyed by 

fire after only four years of operation. He also owned the Galway Mining 

Company. as well as the popular summer resort "Idlewood" outside 

Ashburnham. Mr. Calcutt was a village Councillor for many years, reeve 

for three years, and Ashburnham's representative on the County Council. 

 

Before moving to Peterborough Henry had married Isabella Green of Port 

Hope, by whom he had six daughters and one son. Clara Mina Calcutt later 

married Richard B. Rogers of Ashburnham. Adeline B. Calcutt died 

unmarried March 27, 1905. May K. Calcutt became Mrs. Logan of Ashburnham 

and died November 12, 1886. Isabella Kate Calcutt and Margaret Julia 

Calcutt both died unmarried shortly after World War II and before 1950. 

Annie Calcutt died unmarried before 1905. Clare Foster Calcutt, Henry 

Calcutt's only son, worked in his father's brewery and was a steamship 

captain before his death on May 24, 1907. He never married. 

 

Mrs. Calcutt died March 2, 1881, leaving the house on Robinson Street to 

her husband. He lived his last years as a retired gentleman, his 

business having been merged into a joint stock company. A stroke 

suffered around 1910 left him partially paralyzed and confined to a 

wheelchair. He died June 16, 1913, and was interred next to his wife in 

Little Lake Cemetery. Henry Calcutt willed the house to his daughters 

Clara, Margaret, and Isabella, and to his grandson Henry Logan. (Will 

#1956, General Registry, Peterborough) In 1914 Clara conveyed her 

interests to the other three, who became sole property owners. Margaret, 

Isabella, and their aunt Susan Calcutt lived in the house for many 

years. During the early 1930s family friend Harriet Levina Dougherty 

moved into the house, and in 1934 Miss Dougherty's sister and brother-

in-law Helen and James Field moved in as well. The Fields moved out in 

1950, but Miss Dougherty remained as housekeeper and nurse to the aging 

Calcutts. Susan Calcutt had died in 1940, and on November 25, 1947, the 

two sisters conveyed the house in fee simple to Miss Dougherty. (#58137) 

When the two sisters died shortly before 1950, Hattie Dougherty 

continued to live in the house with her niece. In early 1982 Miss 

Dougherty moved to a nursing home, where she died on September 28, 1982. 

On November 10, 1982, the house was sold to Lawrence and Alice Wiles 
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(#391000), who began much needed repairs and restoration. In 1989 the 

house was sold to J. David and Barbara Lillico, the present owners. 

 

Over the years few changes or additions have been made to the house. 

 

On February 12, 1870, Mrs. Calcutt purchased part of the easterly 

adjoining lots where a red-brick coach house was erected that summer. A 

kitchen wing perpendicular to the house was probably added to the south 

facade at the same time. There have been no changes in the main 

features, and only one of the original cast-iron balconies has been 

removed. 

 

Historical background prepared by Gina Basciano in April 1983 from many 

sources, including the Public Archives of Canada; the Peterborough Land 

Registry Office; the assessment rolls, collector's rolls, and 

directories of Ashburnham; Mulvaney's History of Peterborough County; 

Poole's The Early Settlement of Peterborough County; and the Illustrated 

Historical Atlas of Peterborough County: 1825-1875 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW 

 

1. Exterior 

 

This impressive house in the Gothic style is set well back from the 

south side of Robinson Street. Its hillside site results in its being 

elevated above the street level, especially at its western end. The main 

body of the house is rectangular with the long north facade facing the 

street, and it contains one and one-half stories under a high and steep 

gabled roof. At the rear there is a lower one-and-one-half-story gabled 

kitchen wing with a one-story addition to the east. This wing is 

connected by a closed breezeway to a rectangular one-story outbuilding. 

 

The foundation is of random granite rubble. The house is constructed of 

solid red brick laid in stretcher bond on the front and west facades and 

in common bond elsewhere. The header courses vary from every other to 

every eighth course. The house rests on a plinth of four courses of 

white brick, and there is quoining in white brick on all corners of the 

main house. The walls are finished at the top with three courses of 

white brick under the soffits. The top three courses on all the walls of 

the main house are white brick. On the gables, including the front 

center gable, these courses are laid parallel to the slope of the roof. 

Plinth, quoining, and top courses project about one inch from the wall 

surface on the west and north (or front) facades. Elsewhere they are 

flush with the wall. Except for the chimneys, most of the brick has been 

painted red or cream. 

 

A simple molding is attached to the inner edge of the plain soffits, 

which are decorated with delicate bargeboards cut out in a pattern of 

scrolls. Each gable is topped with a finial. 
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Two chimneys, offset from either end, rise through the ridge of the main 

roof. The western one is false and rests on a platform in the attic. 

Each consists of two square stacks resting on a base of white brick. 

They are of red brick for about two-thirds of their height, at which 

they are joined by a single course of white brick and then continue in 

white brick and are joined again at the top by two courses of white 

brick.  

 

A porch extends across the north and east facades. On the east its roof 

is supported by chamfered square columns. Each of its four bays has cut-

out brackets at the corners and hanging cut-out swag-like decorations at 

the center. The north or front porch is quite different in design. It 

rests on a latticed basement which is quite high at its western end and 

is approached by a central flight of wooden steps. There are three large 

and equal bays across the front of the house and a narrower one at the 

end of the east side porch. Its roof is supported by columns in 

treillage and an elaborate cut-out frieze. 

 

Depressed wooden arches with cut-out decoration in their spandrels crown 

each bay, and there are central cut-out swag-like decorations under each 

arch. An open 'railing along the front and on either side of the steps 

consists of slender square members in a pattern of crossed diagonals, 

rectangles, and verticals. The porch ceiling is made up of large panels 

of tongued and grooved boards in frames of molding. 

 

THE MAIN OR NORTH FACADE 

 

The first floor of the main facade, under the porch, contains three 

bays. A single-leaved door with three round-topped lights occupies the 

central bay behind a semi-hexagonal wooden storm porch with transoms and 

large windows with narrow glazing bars above two rows of rectangular 

panels. The details of the panels and the delicacy of the glazing bars 

suggest that while this storm porch may not be original, it is very old.  

 

The bays on either side contain identical three-sided wooden bays 

extending from the porch floor to its ceiling. Each side consists of a 

single plain wall above a baseboard and is framed by molding. The front 

of each bay contains a round-topped window with double-hung sash and the 

narrow glazing bars, found in all the windows. The upper sash contains a 

round-topped central pane surrounded by two rectangular panes and three 

curved ones. The lower sash contains a single central pane with vertical 

pairs of rectangular panes on either side. There is no window surround, 

but there is a wooden lug sill. Below the window is a single rectangular 

panel framed with raised molding. The sides of the bays are similar, but 

the four-aver-four round-topped windows are narrower, and the top panes 

of the upper sash have pointed tops. 

 

On the second-story level there is a steep central gable containing a 

pair of round-topped French doors each of which contains above a low 

bottom panel three pairs of narrow panes, the top pair having pointed 

tops. The doors lead onto a small three-sided balcony resting on the 
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porch roof which is surrounded by a cast-iron railing. The windows are 

surrounded by a simple molding and set into a slightly recessed wall 

panel surmounted by a single basket or three-centered relieving arch of 

white brick. 

 

WEST FACADE 

 

The two main stories of this facade each contain two bays. On the first 

floor the northern bay contains a projecting three-sided bay window in 

red brick. The window in the center of the bay has a semi-circular top, 

molded trim, a wooden lug sill, and is surmounted by a semi-circular 

arch of radiating voussoirs of white brick. The arrangement of panes is 

identical to that of the windows in the center of the front bays. The 

side windows are slightly lower and narrow, also with molded trim and 

wooden lug sills. They have white brick segmental heads of radiating 

voussoirs. The pane arrangement is identical with the side windows of 

the front bays. The southern bay of this facade contains a window like 

the central window of the adjoining bay. 

 

On the second story the northern bay contains a pair of French doors 

like those in the front gable, under a three-centered relieving arch of 

white brick. These doors originally led onto a balcony over the first-

story bay window which was surrounded by a cast-iron railing. This 

balcony has now been enclosed by a wooden porch with two narrow round-

topped windows on each side. 

 

The southern bay on this story contains a pair of narrow windows with 

semicircular tops and a pane arrangement like that of the side windows 

on the bays of the front facade. They are slightly recessed under a 

white brick relieving arch. An attic window in the gable is of the 

casement type with six panes, the top two pointed. It is surrounded by 

simple molding, has a wooden luq sill and a semi-circular head of 

radiating white brick voussoirs. 

 

THE EAST FACADE 

 

This facade is very like the western-one. On the first story, however, 

there is no bay window, but rather two windows identical to the southern 

one on the west facade. On the second story there are two pairs of 

windows like that in the southern bay on the west. The attic window in 

the gable is identical to that on the west. 

 

THE SOUTH FACADE 

 

The kitchen wing is offset slightly to the east, and west of it on the 

main block there is on the first story a small porch with a bell-cast 

roof and treillage trim like that of the front porch. Under the porch 

there is a double-leaved door, with each leaf containing a narrow round-

topped window of two panes and a rectangular lower panel with molding. 

 

KITCHEN WING 
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The kitchen wing is constructed of red brick laid in stretcher bond. 

The roof is gabled and lower than that of the main house. It has a plain 

soffit and fascia. A chimney rises at the gable end. On the second story 

there are two windows with simple molded trim, wooden lug sills, flat 

heads of radiating red brick voussoirs, and six-over-six double-hung 

sash. On the west side of the kitchen on the first story there are two 

similar but larger windows and a small rectangular window under the 

eaves. 

 

To the east of the kitchen wing a one-bay addition with a shed roof was 

added. It is constructed of red brick laid in common bond with white 

brick quoining flush with the wall. On its east and south sides there 

are single windows with flat heads of radiating voussoirs, molded trim, 

lug sills, and six-over-six double-hung sash.  

 

2. Interior 

 

FRONT HALL 

 

The relatively narrow central hall extends more than halfway into the 

house. On the left there is a straight flight of stairs of pine which is 

undecorated. The turned newel, slender turned balusters, and rail are 

cherry. Just inside the front door a door opens to the left into a 

parlor and to the right a double-leaved door opens into the living room. 

The top two-thirds of each leaf is occupied by a glass pane, while 1n 

the lower third there 1s a rectangular panel. The deep baseboards with 

molding and the molded door surrounds are of pine. There is a coved 

cornice with plaster moldings. 

 

LIVING ROOM 

 

The living room and connecting dining room occupy the west end of the 

house, the living room taking up more than half the depth of the house. 

The rooms are separated by a depressed archway nearly as high and broad 

as the rooms set into a wall of rectangular wood panels which also cover 

the deep inside of the archway.  

 

The room is rectangular. On the front or north wall there is an alcove 

containing a three-sided bay window separated from the room by a 

depressed arch nearly at ceiling height. The arch is decorated with 

ornate plaster molding and rests on elaborate plaster impost brackets. 

On the west side of the room there is a larger bay window alcove 

separated from the room by a triple arch consisting of a larger central 

depressed arch with smaller semicircular arches on either side. These 

are decorated with elaborate plaster molding and rest on either side on 

impost brackets like those in the north bay. On either side of the 

central arch there are plaster pendants matching the design of the 

brackets. The insides of the arches are decorated with panels of plaster 

molding. 
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The main walls of the room are crowned with a very elaborate and complex 

cornice molding whose dominating feature is a wide band of openwork 

plaster in a design of entwined garlands. 

 

DINING ROOM 

 

The dining room has a heavy and complex plaster cornice molding, but it 

is far less elaborate than that in the living room. The room is lit by a 

western window and by the two round-topped lights of the double-leaved 

door leading to the small south porch. A double-leaved door with glass 

lights like that leading from the hall to the living room connects the 

room on the east to the service areas. 

 

In both living and dining rooms the baseboards are high and topped w1th 

moldings. The window and door surrounds are plain with moldings around 

the edges There are plaster medallions in the center of the ceilings of 

both rooms. 

 

There is a continuous floor of wide pine boards in the two rooms. 

 

3. Carriage House 

 

The carriage house is situated to the southeast of the main house. It is 

a rectangular building with an east-west axis constructed of solid red 

brick, laid in stretcher bond. The gabled roof has plain soffits and 

fascias. 

 

There is a central gable on the front or north side which contains a 

small rectangular window and is hung with diamond-shaped red tiles. 

There are two carriage doors on the main facade. The one to the east is 

set farther from the end of the building than the western one. The 

western doorway is headed by a segmental arch of radiating voussoirs and 

contains a two-leaved door, each leaf of which contains a larger upper 

and small lower panel of diagonal tongued-and-grooved boards. The 

eastern door is headed by a flat arch of brick voussoirs and contains a 

wooden sliding door. On the eastern end there are three square single-

pane windows. The openings are headed by double segmental arches of 

radiating voussoirs. On the western end there is a door to the loft 

headed by a segmental arch of radiating voussoirs. 

 

Designation description written by Christopher Greene, January 1990.  
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CHAIN OF TITLE 

 

BARGAIN AND SALE - August 9, 1866 - Reverend Mark Burnham to John 

Craigie, et al - All - $2000.00 with other land. #19167 

 

BARGAIN AND SALE - November 11, 1869 - John Craigie and Jonathon 

stevenson to Isabella B. Calcutt - $2400.00 - Deposit Index 1868. #58 

 

PROBATE OF WILL - January 24, 1900 - Henry Calcutt to Richard B. Rogers. 

#1956 

 

QUIT CLAIM DEED - June 10, 1914 - Clara H. Rogers to Margaret J. and 

Isabella K. Calcutt and Henry G. Logan - All - $1419.00. #10433 

 

QUIT CLAIM DEED - March 22, 1938 - Henry G. Logan et ux to Margaret J. 

and Isabella K. Calcutt - ill - Dowers and $1.00. #33379 

 

GRANT- August 27, 1943 - by Henry G. Logan, Administrator of Estate of 

Susan W. Calcutt - decided to Margaret J. Calcutt - all consid.: $50.00 

- Treasurer consents. #38954 

 

GRANT - November 25, 1947 - Margaret J. and Isabella K. Calcutt to 

Hattie L. 

Dougherty - $1.00 and premises - to use of grantors during their joint 

lives and life of survivors and then to grantee in fee simple - and 

other land. 

consideration is $6436.00 according to tax afft. #58137 

 

GRANT - November 10, 1982 - Estate of Harriet L. Dougherty to Lawrence 

Wiles and Alice M. Wiles - Joint Tenants - westerly 25 feet and other 

land. $40,000.00. #391000 

 

TRANSFER - July 7, 1989 - Lawrence Wiles and Alice Margaret Wiles to 

James Warren Solomon and Joyce Evelyn Solomon (joint tenants, 1/2 

interest) and James David Lillico and Barbara Jean Lillico (joint 

tenants, 1/2 interest) land: all - $280,000 #511265  


