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Heritage Designation Status Sheet 
 

Street Address:     664 George Street North 
 
Roll Number:     040080132000000 
 
Pin Number:     281070100 
 
Short Legal Description:  PT LT 1S of Antrim St & E of George St 

PL 1 Town of Peterborough AS IN 
R458619, T/W R458619 if any; 
Peterborough City. 

 
Name of Owners:     Bill and Janice Sorrie 
 
Owner’s Mailing Address:  664 George Street, Peterborough ON, 

K9H 3S8 
 
Owner’s Concurrence:   Yes 
 
PACAC Application Review Date:   January 6, 2005 
 
Site evaluation date:    September 29th, 2004  
 
Evaluation Category:   A 
 
Evaluators:      Sue Schappert 
 
Heritage type:     Built Structure 
 
Designation Type:     Ontario Heritage Act- Part IV 
 
Designation Brief Completion Date:  January 10, 2005 
 
PACAC Application Approval Date: January 11, 2005 
 
Designation Brief completed by:  Sue Schappert, Catrina Caira and Mary 

Collier 
 
Submission Date:    January 31, 2005 
 
Objections Noted: 
 
Comments: 
 



“The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all the components of the Heritage Designation 
Report constitute the “Reasons for the Designation” required under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for viewing in the City 
Clerk’s office during regular business hours.” 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASON FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION: 
Built in 1875, 664 George Street North has both historical and contextual value.  
The house has strong historic value in its association with the Eakins family of 
Peterborough, who owned the house for over a century, and controlled the future 
development of their large landholding.  The original owner, James Eakins, was 
an Irish immigrant who worked for the Dickson Lumber Company.  His wife, and 
then his daughters in turn, inherited and occupied the house until 1976. 
664 George Street North has contextual value for its position on the street, as the 
first structure on the block and in it’s role in the shaping of the streetscape.  As 
the family sold off tracts of their original lot, the Eakins placed a number of 
restrictions on future developments, such as limiting height to 2 storeys, 
construction materials had to be brick or brick veneer.  New dwellings shared the 
use of a rear alley, designed to access service areas of the houses; however, the 

Eakins barred the 
new owners from 

constructing 
stables. 
 
The Eakins were 
the also the first 
family on the block 
to have a driveway 
from George Street 
and garage to 
accommodate the 
emergence of the 
motorcar.  The 
1920’s driveway 
and garage are 
representative of 

the change over in modes of transportation in the early 20th century from horse to 
automobile. The enclosure on the front verandah also dates to this period, and 
illustrates the shift away from outdoor living space at the front of the house as the 
automobile took over the road. 
Despite the transformation of transportation from horse to automobile, the new 
developments on former Eakins land continued to use the rear laneway.  The 
Eakins family also refused to give up 6 feet of their own property and forced the 
communal back laneway to curve around their property as development of the 
block continued. 
 



Current Owner: William and Janice Sorrie  
 
Original Owner: James Eakins 
 
Architect: Unknown 
 
Date of Construction: 1875 
 
Builder: Unknown 
 
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  Category A heritage properties are: 
“individually outstanding and have the broadest heritage significance in the City 
by virtue of architectural, historical, and environmental criteria along with overall 
integrity of design and construction. “Category A” properties generally hold 
provincial and/or national significance”.  
 
CONTEXT (SITE AND SETTING): 
Located on the east side of George Street North, between Edinburgh and Antrim 
Streets, the Eakins House is set into a 19th century residential neighbourhood.  
This is one of few houses to have a driveway exit onto George Street.  The 
driveway is located on the north side of the house and leads to a small garage.  
The lot the house sits on is noticeably larger than the other lots on the block, 
being 6 ft deeper at the rear of the property, which forces the communal laneway 
to go around the small cement abutment along the back half of the property.   
 

SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED: 
The reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply to 
all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, chimneys, 
and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, plaster 
parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and landscape 
features: 

 
 

 



Exterior Attributes: 

• Rectangular massing of the original building and 1920’s addition 

• Gable roof with Gothic wall dormer and rounded arch window on 1920’s 

addition 

 
• Enclosed front and back porch 1920’s additions 

• Pink patterned transom window above the front door 

• Double red brick construction on the front portion of the house 

• The original remaining elements of the 1920’s garage, including the 

double leafed entry doors. 

• Hip roof, and wide eaves with original soffits and fascia 

• Tall narrow windows, some with segmental arched tops and wooden 

frames 

• Two false windows with original shutters 

• Square posts and trim on front porch 
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