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LOCATION & LEGAL DESCRIPTION: This building is known municipally as 661 Park Street, 
North. It is legally described as follows: ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land 
and premises situate, lying and being in the City of Peterborough, in the County of Peterborough 
and Province of Ontario, and being composed of those parts of Lots Number 54 and 69, according 
to Registered Plan Number 165 of the said City, shown bordered in red on plan of survey attached 
hereto, which said parcel is further described as follows, that is to say: 
 All of lot 69 according to Registered Plan of Peterborough saving and excepting thereout 
the northerly 75 feet of the westerly 5 feet thereof; together with the southerly 27 feet of lot 54' 
according to Registered Plan 165 for the City of Peterborough; 
 SUBJECT TO a right of way to those entitled thereto over part of the said Lot Number 69, 
extending diagonally from the easterly limit to the northerly limit thereof, as shown coloured yellow 
on the said plan of survey. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: William Dixon. 
 
OWNER, 1985: The City of Peterborough. 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1837 
 
ARCHITECT AND/OR BUILDER: Masonry work by Adam and John Hall.Woodwork supervised by 
Joseph Chamberlain. 
 
SITE AND SETTING: This property is situated on the west side of Park Street North, south of 
Wolseley Avenue and north of Parkhill Road. It lies halfway up the hill, surrounded by war time 
houses of the 1940's on a diminished lot, severely constricting the area around the attractive front 
entrance which is no longer used as such. This lot is larger than the surrounding lots and there is a 
good sized area between the house and Park Street. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: This is one of the oldest houses in Peterborough. It was built for William Dixon in 
1837 on the site of his earlier 1829 home. Built of stone from the Jackson's Park Quarry, it is one 
of the few remaining stone houses in Peterborough. William Dixon emigrated with his parents to 
Smith Township in 1818 as one of the "Colony Settlers". He was a man with more than a local 
reputation. In addition to other activities, he was District Magistrate and a Captain in the Militia. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: William Dixon, Senior, and his wife, Nancy Chesterfield, came to 
Peterborough in 1818. Six families - the Dixons, the Lees, the Smiths, the Milburns, the Waltons, 
and the Wilsons are known as the Colony Settlers. All originated from Alston, Cumberland, 
England and sailed together from Whitehaven on the Jason, on May 17, 1818. The Colony Settlers 
journeyed to this area via Rice Lake and the Otonabee River. Their grants of land were in Smith 
Township along the Communication Road, now known as Chemong Road and now part of the City 
of Peterborough. 
 The six families, which consisted of 19 men, 19 women and 64 children, spent their first 
winter in a large, rough communal log shanty. Tradition holds that this shanty was located on the 
triangle of land now bounded by Parkhill Road, Chemong Road and Stewart Street. 
 In the spring they, located their, lands and worked together to erect shanties for each of the 
families and began to clear the land. During the first few years of hardships there were deaths in 
nearly all the families. Of the Dixons, the youngest child, Utrick, - and the oldest son, Isaac, died 
within two years. Three years later, the father, William, died leaving his sons to carry on; William 
Junior being eighteen or nineteen at the time. The family did carry on and thrived. 
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William married Isabella Harvey in 1829 and moved into a new house. At this time the 

Dixon property was divided; William retaining the west half and one of his brothers, Joseph, 
acquiring the east half. In 1837, William replaced his home with the present stone house, which 
was erected on the foundations of the 1829 building. 

William built a saw mill on Dixon's -Creek, which became a very important adjunct of the 
new settlement. It is thought that the lumber for the woodwork in the house and for the barns and 
outbuildings was obtained from trees on the property and sawn at his sawmill. 

There is a tradition that before the founding of the Methodist Church, William Dixon allowed 
the Methodists to meet in his home, even though he himself was not a staunch Anglican. He even 
assisted them to erect their first church. 

William was District Magistrate and held court in Port Hope and Cobourg, traveling to and 
from either on foot or on horseback. He was Captain in the Militia and took part in the 1837 
Rebellion. His family still preserves his old flintlock as a memento of those troubled times. He died 
in 1849, leaving his wife Isabella, who lived to be more than eighty years old. 

James, son of William, lived his entire life in the house. He married Lucy Crawford and had 
seven children. A generation was born and raised in the house before it passed out of the Dixon 
family. 

Several charming water colour drawing still exists showing the house as it originally looked, 
surrounded by spacious lawns and gardens. It shows the house as having a two storey encircling 
verandah with French windows opening onto it on both storeys of the verandah. It also shows the 
house as being stucco clad, as it is today. 

An item of passing interest is that the property is registered in the name of HIS MAJESTY 
THE KING IN RIGHT OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA between 1941 and 1975 when it was sold 
to its present owner, the City of Peterborough. It was acquired by the government for the purpose 
of constructing "temporary" war time housing during the Second World War. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: Dixon House is a single 
detached rectangular building with a wing attached on the north side. The full basement and both 
building units are constructed of natural stone quarried from nearby Jackson Park. 

The main building has two and a half storeys and the wing one storey. The main building 
has been smooth stuccoed over stone on three sides, leaving the natural stone exposed on the 
north side. The rear wing has been stuccoed only on the east side. 

The main building has a shallow hip roof which is broken in the centre of the north side by 
a gabled dormer and by a recent shed shaped dormer opening onto a fire escape on the west 
side. There are four single stack chimneys, two on the east side and two on the west side. The 
roof trim consists of a plain boxed cornice made of wood. The south facade has three bays on 
each of the first and second storeys. The principal entrance is in the centre of the first storey. The 
six panel door looks original. It is surrounded by side panels and transom lights. Each side panel 
has a single wood panel with moulded trim at the bottom with glass lights above. Transom lights 
are located above the door and above the side panels. All lights have small panes divided by 
muntins. (See photograph of entrance for details of the design of the lights.) The five windows on 
the front facade are unusual, being casement windows, pulling inward with eight panes in each 
sash. Above these casements are fixed glass panels with small panes of the same design as 
those surrounding the front entrance. Below the casements are fixed wooden panels which cover 
the lower part of the windows. Across the lower part of the upper windows are balustrades with 
turned wood spindles. Old pictures show a two storey verandah/gallery surrounding the house on 
three sides. The coverings on the lower part of the windows were probably added for protection 
when the verandah/gallery was removed. There are four other casement windows on the main 
building; two on the east side and two on the west side, placed one above the other near the back. 
The two on the second storey have eight panes in each casement sash and fixed bottom panels of 
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wood. The bottom windows have twelve panes in each casement sash. On the north side of the 
main building are two double hung sash windows on the second storey which still retain their 
original nine over six pane sashes. 

The one storey rear wing, with a medium pitched gable end roof extends northward from 
the main building. Until recently a single stack brick chimney was located at the gable end and all 
the original stone was exposed. Now the chimney is gone and the east side is stuccoed. This was 
probably done when the new side entrance addition was erected. There are two windows on the 
west side, one of which still retains its original six over six, double hung. 
sashes. On the east side is one original six over six pane, double hung sash window. 
 
Historical research: Frances Craig, Gina Basciano, Martha Ann Kidd 
 
Legal research: Gina Basciano, Frances Craig 
 
Architectural description: Frances Craig, Martha Ann Kidd 
 
Brief completed: July 12, 1985 
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CHAIN OF TITLE 

 
 
1. PATENT October 1, 1824 - The Crown to William Dixon - ALL 165 acres. 
 
2. WILL September 1, 1826 - William Dixon to William Jr. and Joseph Dixon - no 

description, (#1433) - all 279 acres. 
 
3. Q.CLAIM July 2, 1838 - Joseph Dixon to William Dixon Jr. - no description, (#5201) - All 165 

acres. 
 
4.  WILL September 21, 1870 - William Dixon Jr. to James Harvey Dixon (47 G.R.) - All 165 

acres. 
 
5.  DEED November 18, 1872 - James Dixon et ux to Alex Haggart - (#718) All except parts sold 

and described as-Sold. 
 
6.  DEED November 18, 1872 - Alex Haggart to Lucy Jane Dixon - (#719) - as above. 
 
7.  B&S June 8, 1894 - Albert Dixon et ux to Elizabeth J. Laplante (#4645) - Part use of land, 

well and other. 
 
8.  Q.CLAIM May 2, 1932 - Cordelia Masson, Josepp Duranceau and Roland Glover, Executors 

and Trustees of Noah Laplante to Joseph B. and Elizabeth M. Law - (#11636) - All and other. 
 
9. GRANT November 12, 1941 - Elizabeth M. Law to HIS MAJESTY THE KING IN THE RIGHT 

OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA –(#13169) - Part - $6,000. 
 
10. GRANT March 4, 1947 - Registered, October 1, 1975 - HIS MAJESTY THE KING IN RIGHT 

OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA to The Corporation of the City of Peterborough - 
(#287943) - Part, Subject to right of way and other land. 

 
 
 
 
 
Searched by Gina Basciano and Frances Craig, June 1985. 
 


