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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 
 
Street Address: 
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Owners’ Concurrence: 
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PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
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Evaluation Category:   
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Heritage Type:  
        

Built Structure 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 
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PACAC Application Approval Date: 
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Submission Date: 
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"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION                                          
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  
Category B:  The properties in this category are of distinct importance by virtue of 
architectural, historical and environmental criteria along with integrity of design 
and construction. They stand out individually but are of lesser overall significance 
than "Category A" properties. "Category B" properties hold city-wide importance. 
 
The building at 64 Hunter Street has good cultural and heritage value in its 
association with prominent early citizens of Peterborough. It is constructed on the 
site of the former British Wesleyan Methodist Church, later demolished. The land 
was later owned by Mr. Walter Sheridan. Sheridan was born in 1796 in the 
County Carlow, Ireland and became an architect and the first clerk of the county 

of Peterborough in 1844. Sheridan Street, to 
the west of the property, was named after him. 
An earlier house was built on the site and was 
demolished before Mr. Walter Nesbitt 
purchased the land and built the present 
house in 1879.  
 
Due to its proximity to St. John’s Anglican 
Church, 64 Hunter Street was also home to 

Rev. Canon John C. Davidson (later Archdeacon) of the Church before the 
Rectory at St. John’s was constructed. 
 
The building has good architectural and design value. 64 Hunter Street was 
designed by noted Peterborough architect and City engineer John Belcher.  
Belcher designed some of Peterborough’s most prominent buildings; Market Hall, 
the Morrow Building and The Carnegie Library (now part of City Hall) are all 
credited to him. There are examples of similar homes designed by Belcher 
throughout the City, mostly in close proximity to the downtown core. All of these 
homes are in the Italianate style, which was very in Ontario during the 1870s. 
The homes were typically constructed for the upper middle class.  The 
Peterbrough Examiner of 1880 announced that the house was finished and was 
“Complete with bath, gas, etc. Builder Mr. John Alford. J. E. Belcher, Architect.” 
Although not the original, the front porch has been rebuilt to reflect the original 
features of the building. A back addition was also constructed in a sympathetic 
manner. 
 



ORIGINAL OWNER: Mr. Walter Nesbitt 
 
ARCHITECT: John E. Belcher 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1879-1883  
 
BUILDER: Mr. John Alford 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING:  
This home is located next to the Hunter Street Bridge, on the west side of the 
Otonabee River. The building is set among a mixture of 19th century commercial 
and residential buildings, lending it an eclectic neighbourhood composition. 
Quaker Oats is located next to the building on the east bank of the Otonabee. To 
the north is the County Courthouse and the Dixon Mills neighbourhood, an early 
Peterborough development around the old Dickson Mills Lumber Company that 
once operated on the Otonabee before Quaker came to Peterborough. The 
downtown core is immediately to the west of the building. It would have been an 
ideal location with easy access to both the City of Peterborough and the Village 
of Ashburnham and in close proximity to all amenities and employment. It is 
situated in close proximity to St. John’s Anglican Church and Rev. Canon John 
C. Davidson (later Archdeacon) of St. John’s Anglican Church also lived in this 
house for a period of time in the late 1800s before the Rectory at St. John’s was 
constructed. 
 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, 
plaster parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and 
landscape features: 
 
Exterior Elements:  
 

• Two storey buff brick construction 
• Low hipped roof 
• Two-storey front bay windows 
• All original 2/2 sash windows with segmented 

upper windows and voussoirs 
• Jack arches above lower window openings 
• Original painted wooden front door facing 

south onto Hunter Street with arched oblong 
windows and matching sidelights and transom with painted wood 
surrounds 

• Front porch with low pitched roof with supported by carved wooden 
columns 

• Boxed cornice  



• Soffits and fascia 
• Large original brick chimney on north west side 
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