
 
THE KNAPMAN - TURNER HOUSE 
 
604 George St. N Peterborough, Ontario 
 
LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The property is known municipally as 604 George 
St. and is legally described as follows: ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or 
tract of land and premises situate lying and being in the City of Peterborough, 
in the County of Peterborough and Province of Ontario, and being composed of 
parts of Lot numbers 1 and 2 north of Dublin Street and, east of George Street 
in the said City of Peterborough, described as follows: 
COMMENCING at the southwest angle" of Lot Number 1; 
THENCE northerly along the western limit of said Lot 32 feet; 
THENCE easterly parallel with the southern limits of said Lots numbers 1 and 2 
to a point 112 feet westerly from the eastern limit of said Lot Number 2 and 
being the western limit of the right of way hereinafter mentioned; 
THENCE southerly along the western limit of said right of way 32 feet to the 
southern limit of said Lot Number 2; 
THENCE westerly along the southern limits of said Lots Numbers 2 and 1 to the 
place of beginning, together with the use of a lane from Dublin Street to the 
northerly limit of the land hereby conveyed which lane is described as follows: 
COMMENCING on the north side of Dublin Street at a point distant 100 feet 
westerly from the southeast angle of said Lot Number 2; 
THENCE northerly parallel with the eastern limit of said Lot Number 2, 32 feet; 
THENCE westerly parallel with the southern limit of said Lot Number 2, 12 feet; 
THENCE southerly parallel with the eastern limit of Number 2, 32 feet to Dublin 
Street and thence easterly north side of Dublin street to the place of 
beginning, said right of way forms part of said Lot Number 2 north of Dublin 
Street and east of George Street. 
 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Knapman 
 
OWNERS & OCCUPANTS 1987: Louis A. & Karen E. Taylor 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1910 
 
ARCHITECT: unknown 
 
BUILDER: J. S. Knapman 
 
SITE & SETTING: It is located on main thoroughfare coming into Peterborough from 
the north in a residential area of good compatible single dwellings. Its 
location on a corner lot is an ideal setting for the band-shell shaped veranda. 
The site and setting has changed little since the house was erected. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: This has been the home of the Turners, who are one of 
Peterborough’s most prominent families, the birth place of Mr. John Turner MPP. 
Architecturally it has a perfectly preserved band-shell parch. The interior is 
also perfectly preserved in Edwardian style. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 604 George St. started out as a ½ acre lot originally 
patented by The Crown to James Henderson an October 26, 1843. James Henderson, 
after 15 years of possession sold it to Leon Caisse. Leon Caisse was just one of 
many who owned the 1/2 acre property. Lean Caisse was an Inn Keeper who owned 
and operated Caisse Hotel in 1858, at the corner of Water St. and Hunter St. 
Peterborough. 



 
William Langford was the last owner of the whole 1/2 acre lot. He began to sell 
off separate pieces, one being the property an which 604 George now stands. 
William Langford said it to John S. & Annie A. Knapman who built the house in 
1910. The Knapmans then sold it to Joseph Pollard. Joseph Pollard owned it far 
two years before he sold it to E. Melville Turner. 
 
The Turner family, beginning with William Rutherford Turner all lived in 
Peterborough. William R. Turner was a tinsmith who worked at the old Adam Hall 
Foundry. He left there approximately in 1910 to establish his own firm of W.R. 
Turner and Sons. His sons were S. Roy, Rutherford (Ford) and Ernest Melville. 
Ford and Mel Turner carried on the family business. 
Ernest Melville who was born in Peterborough attended public school and 
Peterborough Collegiate and Vocational Institute. He then joined the plumbing 
and heating firm W.R. Turner & Sons, and became president and general manager. 
In addition to his two periods on City Council from 1922 - 1926 and 1931 - 1932, 
he was active in fraternal organizations. He was a director of Little Lake 
Cemetery Company. He was Past Master and life member of Peterborough Lodge, 155 
AF and AM charter member of William James Dunlap Lodge, 675 AF, and Ami; a 
member of Corinthian Chapter RAM; past preceptor of Moore Preceptory, Knights 
Templar; member of Peterborough Lodge of Perfection and of Peterborough Chapter 
of Rose Croix. 
Mel took a keen interest in municipal affairs and when an alderman he was 
chairman of the Fire, Water and Light committee.  He was a member of St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian church and for many years served on the board of managers and also 
on several occasions was Chairman of the Board. He married Ola M. Morris also of 
Peterborough, who was of Irish descent. Together they raised three children at 
604 George St., Dorothy, John, and Arthur. 
 
Dorothy married Reverend Leonard P. Holman, an Anglican missionary. They spent 
many years in Aklavik, and Inuvik NWT. 
While there Reverend Holman was also School Administrator, Juvenile Magistrate 
and, at one time, Mayor of Inuvik. Dorothy was Matron of the schools he 
administered. They retired in 1974 and moved back to Peterborough. It was ten 
years after Reverend Holman passed away, when Dorothy sold the property to the 
present owners Louis A. & Karen E. Taylor in 1984. She moved to 484 Gilmour st. 
where she passed away in 1986. 
 
- 
 
John M. Turner MPP, was born at 604 George St. He married June Gadd of 
Peterborough, whose parents originally came from Toronto, when her father joined 
CGE as an engineer. John was also a RCAP Veteran in the Second World War. After 
the war he worked in the family business on into the 1970's. He also served on 
the Peterborough City Council for two terms beginning in 1969. As an MPP, John 
was also appointed parliamentary assistant to the to the provincial secretary 
for justice in 1974, parliamentary assistant to the Ministry of Health in 1978. 
The highlight of his career was Speaker of the Ontario Legislature from 
19811985. John has been Peterborough's Conservative member of the Provincial 
Parliament for fourteen years. Although he has retired from Provincial politics 
in 1987, John's interest will always be to better Peterborough economically and 
he continues to have a strong interest in his community. John & June Turner have 
six children and four grandchildren. The Turner family continues to live in 
Peterborough. 
 
Dr. Arthur M. Turner is also one of Peterborough's outstanding citizens. He 
attended Central School and Peterborough Collegiate and Vocational Institute 



before he went on to the University of Toronto. Dr. Turner took his internship 
at St. Michael's Hospital in Toronto, and also Sunnybrook Hospital in Toronto. 
Dr. Turner specializes in internal medicine and is practicing at The Medical 
Center. Dr. Turner married Martha J. Loucks and they have two boys. 
 
Some members of the Turner family have lived at 604 George St. for sixty-four 
years. They have provided many memorable contributions to the City of 
Peterborough. The Turners of the past as well as the present are splendid 
examples of Peterborough's finest families. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: 604 George Street is a single, 
detached, three storey dwelling with a rectangular shape and a short facade. 
There is a full, above ground level basement built of stone. The main exterior 
wall material is red brick stretcher bond. The roof is asphalt shingled hip with 
two dormers on the north side, one dormer on the east side and one dormer on the 
west side, centered in a gable. The dormers each have a hip roof with one 
recessed window, wood trim and wood lug sills. On the south side there -is a 
gable, faced with wood shingles, the shingles extending in a. bell curve to the 
eaves over the projecting two storey bay. The gable contains a Palladian window 
with wide wood trim. The roof has projecting eaves with plain fascia, wooden 
tongue and groove soffit and simple molded frieze. 
 
The main entrance is off centre to the left. The door is oak with a large oval 
pane of bevelled glass within a rectangular frame. There is a plain glass 
transom above, on which the numbers 604 have been painted. They are not the 
original painted numbers. There is a large window on the first floor on the 
front facade with a fixed pane and a leaded, stained glass panel above. 
The wood trim under the panel is decorated. 
 
The second storey on the front facade has a window above the front door. There 
is a wooden bay under the gable, containing three windows with four wooden 
pilasters. These three windows all have a moveable lower sash with nine small 
panes fixed above, as well as the window on the left. 
 
There is a one storey verandah across the front facade fashioned in an unusual 
and attractive style. From the south-west corner of the house, a circular dome 
with tin roof joins the sloping verandah roof. This dome is supported by 
brackets under a plain soffit and a dentilled frieze. Beautiful bulbous columns 
with Doric capitals standing on brick piers topped with stone hold up the 
verandah roof and dome. The columns are joined across the length of the verandah 
by gracefully contoured railings and turned posts. The floor is wooden. This 
distinctive verandah is one of three in Peterborough in this bandshell style. 
 
On the south side of the house, on the first floor in the bay, there is a wide 
window, centered between two long windows.  This center window has a fixed pane 
with a leaded, stained glass panel above. There are also two other windows on 
this side on the first floor. These two windows and the two in the bay all have 
a moveable lower sash with a leaded, stained glass panel above. The windows on 
the south side on the second storey all have a moveable lower sash with nine 
small panes fixed above. 
 
All the windows on the west and south sides of the house have rough cut brick 
voussoirs and rough cut stone lug sills, excepting, of course, the palladian 
window and the dormers. 
 
There is a two storey verandah on the east side. The upper verandah is supported 
by bulbous columns on wooden bases on a wooden floor. Both verandahs have plain 



railings with squared posts. There is an off center door to the right on the 
first floor and a window to its right. This window has one moveable lower sash 
with a plain fixed pane above. To the left, a wooden bay, containing three 
windows each with a moveable lower sash and leaded, stained glass panels above. 
There is an off center door on the second storey, leading to the verandah and 
one two sash window. There is a door at the bottom of the steps from ground 
level, leading to the basement at the north east corner of this east side of the 
house. 
 
The north side contains six sash windows. There are two round windows, poised 
between first and second storeys with brick voussoirs all around, which, 
together with a first storey window are leaded, stained glass. All windows and 
doors on the north and east sides, being in positions not as important as those 
on the street sides, (i.e.) the west and south, have plain brick voussoirs and 
wooden lug sills. There are seven basement windows, which are barred. All the 
windows and doors on this house are flat shape with plain wood trim. There is a 
centered single brick chimney. 
 
A garage for one car lies behind the east side of the house. 
It has a cement floor and a side door and two windows. 
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