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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 

 
Street Address: 
 

597-599 Water Street 

Roll Number:  
 

597 Roll: 040090074000000 
599 Roll: 040090075000000 
 
 

PIN Number:  
 

 
 

Short Legal Description:  
 

597: PLAN 63 PT LOT 2 S DUBLIN E 
GEO IRREG 0.07AC 27.00FR 81.00D  
 
599: PLAN 63 PT LOT 2 S DUBLIN E 
GEO E OF ABOVE DESC PCL IRREG 
0.04AC 23.75FR D 

  
 

Owners’ Concurrence: 
 

Yes 

PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
 

May 22, 2008 

Evaluation Category:   
 

B  

Evaluators:   
 

Andrew Nichols 

Heritage Type:  
        

Built Structure 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 

Designation Brief Completion Date:  
     

March 2010 

PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

 

Designation Brief Completed by: 
 

Jennifer Patterson 

Submission Date: 
 

      

Objections Noted: 
 

      

Comments: 
 

      

 



 
 
 
 
"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION                                          
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  
Category B:  The properties in this category are of distinct importance by virtue of 
architectural, historical and environmental criteria along with integrity of design 
and construction. They stand out individually but are of lesser overall significance 
than "Category A" properties. "Category B" properties hold city-wide importance. 
 
The house at 597-599 Water Street is a good example of a Georgian style 
duplex. Constructed circa 1870-75, the house was built on land owned by Dr. 
George Burnham Sr. who purchased the land in 1854 from William Bell, who 
owned it via a patent from the Crown in 1843. Some characteristic elements of 
the Georgian style include a symmetrical façade, muted details and very simple 
appearance. This style came to Canada with the British settlers and was a 
reflection of the simple dignity they wished to portray through their homes.  The 
front porches, one ornate and one unadorned, and back portions to both sides of 
the duplex are all original features of the house which was always intended to be 
a duplex rental unit. 
 
Dr. George Burnham Sr. was a very important figure in early Peterborough. He 
was born in Cobourg and came to Peterborough in 1836 to set up a medical 
practice in his house. He served the community for over forty years as medical 
doctor and as superintendent of the local school board, the first school inspector 
and as a charter member of the Peterborough Masonic Lodge.  
 
Throughout its history it was used as a rental unit, attracting mostly middle class 
merchants, lawyers, construction workers, carpenters and a doctor who used 597 
as his medical practice while inhabiting 599. In 1875 Peterborough experienced 
an industrial revolution that not only attracted major industries but also expanded 
local industries that led to a large increase in the workforce and the diversity of 
business in Peterborough. The need for rental housing in close proximity to the 
downtown and the variety of occupations of this duplex over the years attests to 
this early period of growth.  
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: George Burnham Sr.  
 
ARCHITECT: Unknown 



 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1870  
 
BUILDER: Unknown 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING:  
The setting of the duplex is very important as it relates to its use as a duplex 

rental unit. Located in close proximity to the 
downtown core, it was an ideal family home 
for middle class citizens and the history of 
occupants reinforces this as most tenants 
were middleclass workingmen such as 
carpenters, tailors, lawyers and their families 
and included among them one doctor, Dr. 
Eugene Snider who set up a practice in 597 
while living at 599 from 1939 to 1945. 

 
Located at the corner of Dublin and Water Streets, this home would have had an 
excellent view of the Otonabee River, which was an important element in 
Georgian architecture in Ontario. In addition to the view of the water, there was a 
park directly across from it on Dublin Street in the 1870s. 
 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE 
DESIGNATED 
The Reasons for Designation include the following 
heritage attributes and apply to all elevations and 
the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, and trim, together with construction 
materials of wood, brick, stone, plaster parging, 
metal and glazing, their related building techniques 
and landscape features: 
 
Exterior Elements: 
 

• 2-storey red brick construction in stretcher 
bond style 

• Jack arches above all windows 
• Fenestration including 2/2 and 6/6 wooden 

sash  
• Pairs of wooden shutters flanking windows 
• Medium pitch hipped roof 
• Both east facing verandas and wooden details including railing and 

balusters on both sides, original on 599 and a later, more intricately 
designed veranda on 597. 

• Wide corniceline  
• Red brick cornice bracket style brickwork under roofline  
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