
THE JAMES MILLER HOUSE 

565-569 Harvey Street 

LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION - The building is known municipally as 565-569 

Harvey Street. Those lands and premises located in the following municipality, 

namely, in the City of Peterborough, in the County of Peterborough and the 

Province of Ontario, and being composed of part of Lt. 2, east of Water and 

north of London Street, more particularly described as follows: 

Commencing at the south east corner of the said Lot. 

THENCE westerly along southerly boundary of said Lot 70 feet 3 inches parallel 

to the northerly limit of the said Lot; 

THENCE northerly 98 feet 3 inches parallel to the easterly limit of the said 

Lot; 

THENCE easterly in a line parallel to the eastern limit of the said Lot; -THENCE 

southerly along the eastern limit of the said Lot to the place of beginning. 

(Instrument # J89527) 

 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION - Pre-1861  Addition- 1875-1879 

 

SITE AND SETTING - 565-569 Harvey Street is situated on the northwest corner of 

Harvey and London Streets. The house is bordered by London Street to the south, 

Harvey Street to the east, Harvey Street residences to the north and London 

Street residences to the west. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE - One of the older dwellings in this area, 565-569 Harvey Street is 

representative of the type of cottage inhabited by craftsmen living in 

Peterborough between 1860 and 1880. Its stack plank walls and hand hewn roof 

construction makes it especially unique. The front doorway and French doors add 

a touch of architectural elegance to this simple early cottage. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - Research regarding the property Lot 2 North London, East 

Hater indicates it was, in 1843, part of a Crown Land Grant. The title search 

revealed that George Mills, freeholder, owned this land in 1850 and sold 1/8 

acre (Part 2) to James Miller, blacksmith, for 109-17-6. On October 22, 1860, a 

mortgage was registered from Mills to Miller from this date or thereabouts until 

March 10, 1865. The price of this property surely tells one that a house stood 

on this lot at this time. The census of 1861 list James Miller, blacksmith 23, 

Margaret, wife 22, and son Andrew 2 living in a frame one-storey house. This 

frame structure appears to be the building now registered as 569 Harvey street. 

This house can also be seen on the map of 1875, at this time the southerly 

portion of the house does not appear. Instead, there can be seen a long building 

extending from the front of the property facing Harvey Street well back onto the 

lot. This is, no doubt, the house with an attached shed, or sheds, of some 

description. 

 

On November 27, 1872, Miller, blacksmith, sold the house for $1,300. The map 

indicates that this house belonged to John Finlay. The land deed is registered 

in the name of Letitia Finlay, John's second daughter by his second marriage. 

 

Letitia Finlay married Malcolm R. Kidd, school teacher, in 1874 and they likely 

moved into this house at this time or soon afterwards. Professor Garth Kidd, 

Assistant Dean of Graduate Studies, University of Western Ontario, reports that 

his great grandfather, Howard Finlay Kidd, also a teacher, was born in this 

house. Howard Finlay was born November 16, 1877. Howard Finlay was the first son 

of Letitia and Malcolm. Their second son was born on July 2, 1879 and died in 

1890 by drowning in the Otonobee River. Professor Kidd felt certain that his 

great grandfather was born in this house and shortly after the southerly section 

was constructed. He guessed this likely occurred between 1875-1879. Precisely 

when this second portion was built (now number 569), a storey and a half, is 

difficult to say. 
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One would suspect Professor Kidd's estimate to be relatively accurate. 

At the time of building this portion it is likely that the entire structure was 

bricked over. The rear of 569 indicates a small area without this brick clad 

surface. Now this small section is stack plank covered with insul-brick. 

Photographs of this house in the mid-1920's shows a porch similar to the one 

presently there, likely with lattice at each end. These photographs all indicate 

a large wooden drive shed which extended from the west side of 569 almost to the 

edge of the lot, this would explain the lack of detail as well as the low 

maintenance level of the west wall of this dwelling. 

 

The next time the house appeared in the title was in 1938 in the estate of 

Martha Letitia (Finlay) Kidd. In her will, she left this house to her son Howard 

Finlay Kidd, who, in turn, on June 7, 1950 transferred its ownership to his 

daughter-in-law Gladys Kidd for $3,000. , Gladys Kidd states that she has never 

been in the house but rented it with the assistance of resident caretakers, who 

maintained the property. This couple occupied the north part of the house for 

many years, having cared for Martha Kidd in her declining years. Gladys Kidd, a 

resident of Brandon, Manitoba, sold 565-569 Harvey Street to Kenneth Bodnar for 

$18,000; he was another absentee landlord. 

 

Mr. Bodnar owned the property for eight years during which time it deteriorated 

to some degree. On October 1, 1982, the property was purchased by Mary Steele 

Thomas for $23,000. A first mortgage held by Mrs. Kidd was transferred at this 

time. 

With the renumbering of the houses in this area in 1900, number 45 Harvey 

Street, Lot 2 E. Water, N. London, became number 565. The number 569 must have 

occurred when the house was divided for occupancy of two families. Gladys Kidd 

stated that this happened when Martha Kidd was an elderly woman. She required 

assistance to be close at hand and the caretakers lived in 569 While she (Martha 

Kidd) maintained her residence in 565. A doorway still is in evidence between 

the adjoining walls behind plaster on one side and wood veneer panelling on the 

other. 

 

This research is based upon searching the title of the property, reading the 

census of 1857, 1861 and 1871, the assessment rolls from 1852 to 1874 and 

telephone conversations with members of the Kidd family whose ancestors lived at 

this address and other information given by neighbours residing in this area 

from as early as 1914. Family members included Mrs. Gladys Kidd, her brother-in-

law L.F. Kidd of Winnipeg and her son Professor Garth Kidd.  
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EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW 

 

 

This storey and a half brick cottage has, in effect, two main facades. The 

Harvey Street facade shows, clearly the early and later sections of the house. 

The north portion is a single storey with an uneven gable roof as a result of 

the newer section. A simple doorway with a two-panel transom light is flanked by 

a pair of as symmetrically placed six on six double hung sash windows. 

(One may have been moved at the time of the building of the new section.) The 

southern section is more balanced and elegant in its roofline and fenestration. 

Here there are two symmetrically placed windows (six on six sash) and centrally 

placed above them under a typical early Ontario gable is a round arched window. 

The London Street facade is the most distinctive. The doorway has a transom and 

side lights with panelled decoration below to balance the four-panel door. The 

size of this opening is balanced by a pair of French doors. 

 

Both of these let out onto a porch which may or may not be contemporary with the 

building. It does cut into one corner of the door surround and also obscures the 

transom light. The horizontal siding between the posts is of a much later 

period. A pair of smaller six on six windows with shutters is located under a 

broad gable. The roof has two slender brick chimneys on the ridge placing one at 

either end of this later section. 

 

The west side of the building is indicative of the poor care and treatment this 

house has had over the last ten or fifteen years. The newer section has only two 

openings, a doorway to the rear and a small window tucked under the eaves which 

may be later and date from the installation of the bathroom. 

 

The older section extends beyond the newer at right angles and the abutting wall 

of this section indicates a stacked plank construction as well as a line where 

the roof of the shed must have run. One original window is located at the end of 

this section beside the sloping shed which appears to be a considerably later 

addition. 

 

The north side of the building has two window openings. One of which is the 

original and the other a replacement in the original opening. There is a partial 

basement under the west end of the original structure. This is basically an 

earthen cellar. The storey and a half addition has no basement area. 

Although this house is in poor condition, it’s important architectural features 

have survived reasonably well. It retains all its original fenestration and its 

doorway is intact. Major alterations have occurred only at the rear. 

 

The restoration of this house will be a challenge but its potential is 

considerable and the neighbourhood should be able to look forward, in the near 

future, to a pleasant early Ontario cottage returning to London and Harvey 

Streets. 

 

Historical Research -Mary Steele Thomas 

 

Architectural Description -Helen S. Finley, former President Frontenac 

Historical Foundation and member of LACAC, City of Kingston. 
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