
Weller- Boucher House 
548 Weller St. 

 
 
LOCATION & LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 548 Weller St., Peterborough, ON P49 L12 F 160.750 
D 220.000 
 
OWNER: Mrs. Donaldson Whyte 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1855 (Registry Office Records) 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: The house is a splendid Classical Revival adaptation of the Loyalist tradition as it 
evolved in Peterborough in the mid- 1850's. It was once owned by Mr. C.A. Weller and once 
inhabited by Mr. Boucher, both of whom were County Court Judges. 
  
SITE AND SETTING: Set amid spacious grounds, 548 Weller Street is located just to the west of 
Walton Street on the north side of Weller. The house was never orientated towards the street but 
faced east onto an oval carriage way which was embellished by a raised flower bed in the centre 
of the drive. The beauty of the grounds is enhanced by several massive butternut trees. 
 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: Built in 1855, the house was constructed on what was originally a 
park lot just at the edge of the city limits. Christopher Marshall, a local grocer, acquired the land in 
1853 and then worked some kind of an agreement with Judge Boucher whereby the judge built the 
house on Marshall's property. It was a large rough cast frame dwelling with an awning roofed 
verandah surrounding it on three sides. The house was two stories high, with a finished third floor 
and had wood and tool sheds extending all along the rear. The building was heated by a couple of 
wood stoves on the second floor and by fireplaces on the ground floor. The house was set in 
comfortably from the dirt street, as were the other houses built at the time in this area. In 1855 
there were probably only six other houses on Weller Street which was distinguished by its wooden 
sidewalk. 
 
In 1856 the Marshall estate sold the house and property to Judge C.A. Weller for ₤800. Judge 
Boucher remained as tenant until 1869. During the period from 1855 to 1885, the house was 
plagued by floods which issued from Jackson's Creek and which were aided by the building's 
location at the base of the large hill to the west. 
 
 
In 1869 Judge Weller rented the house to Henry Beal, a miller, who occupied the building until 
1874. The miller kept his two teams of horses in the large barns at the rear of the house. These 
barns, along with several sheds, were torn down by 1882. 
 
After the Wellers sold it in 1873 the house changed hands several times before it was purchased 
by John A. Aylmer in 1916. In 1925 Aylmer had the verandah removed and probably added the 
closed porch to the west and the trellis-work verandah to the east. At some time between 1916 
and 1935 the main windows were altered (small panes were installed) to conform more closely to 
the style of the 1850's. 
 
In 1946 Dr. Donald Whyte acquired the house and in 1951 built a flat-roofed bungalow onto the 
west of the house. The addition comprised five rooms and was built for Mrs. Whyte's parents. Dr. 
Whyte had the main building repainted, partly re-plastered, and the verandah re-roofed. 
 



Weller- Boucher House 
548 Weller St. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING: 548 Weller Street is an outstanding example of 
symmetry and fine proportion as expressed in the Classical Architecture brought to Canada by the 
United Empire Loyalists. It is a rectangular, stucco-clad dwelling, two and a half storeys high, with 
a medium gable roof. There are two single brick chimneys at either end of the building. The roof 
trim consists of a plain boxed cornice with frieze and returned eaves on the gable ends. 
 
The east end of the building is broken, on the ground floor, by the offset main entrance only. This 
entrance is magnificent. It contains a semi-elliptical fan transom, side lights, and fine wooden 
moulded trim surrounds. The head surround is broken by a keystone and fluted pilasters form the 
side surrounds. The embrasure is embellished by colonnettes. The door itself, with its six panels, 
is probably original. 
 
The finely balanced street facade is unusual. Instead of the traditional odd number of window 
openings, this facade has four, flat, rectangular, window openings on each floor (primarily because 
this facade lacks an entrance). The double hung, six pane sash windows are the same size on 
both floors. 
 


