
THE HENRY MEYERS COTTAGE 
538 Harvey Street 

 
LOCATION & LEGAL DESCRIPTION: This building is known municipally as 538 Harvey Street. 
Registered Number 287608: "ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and 
premises situate, lying and being in the City of Peterborough, in the County of Peterborough and 
Province of Ontario, and being composed of that part of Lot Number THREE, north of McDonnell 
Street, and East of Water Street, more particularly described as follows:  
COMMENCING on the Eastern limit of Harvey Street, one hundred and forty-three feet six inches 
northerly from the south west angle of said lot; 
THENCE Northerly along the eastern limit of Harvey Street, forty-two feet six inches; 
THENCE Easterly parallel with the southern limit of said lot, one hundred and fourteen feet, more 
or less, to the eastern limit of the said lot; 
THENCE Southerly along the eastern limit of the said lot, forty-two feet, six inches; 
THENCE Westerly in a straight line to the place of beginning. 
TOGETHER WITH AND SUBJECT to the right and liberty to the owner or owners for the time 
being of the land immediately adjoining on the North the lands hereby conveyed, in common with 
the owner or owners for the time being of the land hereby conveyed, and all persons authorized by 
either of them for all purposes connected with the use and enjoyment of the respective parcels of 
land, from time to time and at all times to pass and re-pass with or without horses and vehicles in, 
along and over a right-of-way over that part of said Lot Number THREE, described as follows: 
COMMENCING at a point on the East side of Harvey Street at a distance of Five feet southerly 
from the north west corner of the land hereby conveyed; 
THENCE Easterly parallel with the northern boundary of the land hereby conveyed to the eastern 
limit of the said Lot Number THREE; 
THENCE Northerly along said eastern limit, ten feet; 
THENCE Westerly parallel with the northern limit of the land hereby conveyed to Harvey Street; 
AND THENCE Southerly along the East side of Harvey Street, Ten feet to the place of beginning." 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:1857 & 1859 
 
ARCHITECT AND/OR BUILDER: Unknown 
 
SITE & SETTING: This dwelling is on the east side of Harvey Street, about midway between 
McDonnel and London Streets, in an exclusively residential neighbourhood. To the east, there is 
only one street between it and the river, where a power dam and a foot bridge are located. Water 
Street is one block to the west and the County Court House is about two blocks to the south.  
 
SIGNIFICANCE: The kitchen wing was the original dwelling and is of log construction. The 
charming main house, in the Regency cottage style of architecture, is one of the very few 
dwellings in Peterborough to retain its original treilliage trim on its awning roofed verandah. 
Stucco, the earliest form of sheathing, covers the entire structure. The only apparent addition to 
the house is the dormer set into the front roof. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: Reverend Mark Burnham was the first owner of the property, 
receiving the Crown Patent in 1850. In 1854 he sold the whole half acre, together with other lands, 
to George Dunsford for 500 pounds. In June of 1957 Mr. Dunsford sold 4902 square feet of this 
land to John Britton for 64-10 Pounds and the following year Henry Meyers bought it for 80 
pounds. It was probably one of these early owners who built the small log house which later 
became the kitchen wing of the one storey Regency cottage which appears to have been erected 
by Henry Meyers before the property was sold to Edward Foster in December of 1859 for 120 
pounds. In 1882 Frances J. Jameson's parents, who lived in Springville, bought this property from 
Mr. Foster's daughter as a wedding present for their son. Mrs. Jameson was Lavenia Greenwood 
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of Cobourg, who came to Peterborough at the age of 16 to work for Wm. Hall. She died in 1959, 
three months before her 100th birthday. Mr. Jameson worked for the Examiner for many years, 
starting when he was 16 years old. He eventually became the foreman in the Examiner's Office. 
Jessie Mein purchased the property from the Jamesons in December, 1904 and sold it to Lucy A. 
and Fanny Dixon in September of 1924. Fanny Dixon was Superintendent of nurses at Nicholls 
Hospital for many years. She put a hot air gravity feed furnace into the house. The Dixon sisters 
were descendents of Wm. Dixon, one of the early pioneers who settled on the Communication 
Road just north of the town in 1818. Their early home was the fine two storey stone house, built in 
1837 on Park Street, now owned by the city, but still known as "Dixon House". One of the sisters 
married William F. Nelson and lived in "The Pines" at 266 Burnham Street from 1904 to 1914. The 
house was sold to Stanley and Hilda Redout in 1955. Mrs. Redout died in 1973 and after Mr. 
Redout died in 1975, their daughter, Eva Mary Bonner inherited the property. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: This rectangular Regency Cottage 
with a low hip roof was originally only one storey high. The later addition of a semi-elliptical shaped 
dormer set into the front roof creates another half storey. The front facade has three bays. A 
central entrance with a door surrounded by transom and side lights is flanked on either side by a 
double hung sash window, with six panes in each sash. The awning shaped verandah roof has 
fine delicate lattice treilliage supports connected at the top by correspondingly delicate elliptical 
arches. The two sides of the main house are identical; each containing two windows, which are 
like those on the front facade. Originally each side had a chimney located midway between the two 
windows. Now, the one on the south side has been replaced by a modern exterior chimney near 
the south end of the rear of the main house block. 
 
A rear wing, with a medium gable end, extends from near the north end of the main house. In the 
centre of its north side is an original small double hung sash window, with six panes in each sash, 
and a smaller modern window to its right. Centered on the rear gable end is another original 
window like the one on the north side. To its left is a small modern window. The south side has a 
centre door with a window like the other original ones on the rear wing beside it on the right. 
Originally there was probably a corresponding window beside the door on the left, but this is now 
covered, or replaced by a clapboard enclosure. In addition, the south side has a verandah across 
its full length. A chimney breaks the ridge about midway. This rear wing is of log construction and 
has the proportions and details associated with early log structures. 
The whole structure is clad with stucco which was the original sheathing of the front Regency 
block and was probably applied to the kitchen wing when the main house was constructed. 
 
Brief prepared by Martha Ann Kidd from information researched by Gina Bassciano and Martha 
Ann Kidd. 
 
 
Old Photograph by courtesy of the Archives of the Peterborough Centennial Museum. 
Current photographs by Frances Craig. 
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CHAIN OF TITLE 

HENRY MYERS COTTAGE 
538 Harvey Street 

 
PATENT December 24, 1850 The Crown to Mark Burnham All 1/2 acre 
 
B&S #7784 - July 6, 1854 - Registered, July 8, 1854 Mark Burnham et ux to George 

Dunsford ₤500 - All 1/2 acre and other lands 
 
B&S #11736 - June 24, 1867 - Registered, June 27. 1857 George Dunsford to John Britton 

564-10 - Part - 4902 sq. feet 
 
B&S #12559 - March 13, 1858 - Registered, October 6, 1858 John Britton et ux to Henry 

Meyers ₤80 - Part - 4902 sq. feet 
 
B&S #13544 - December 23, 1859 – Registered, December 24, 1859 Henry Meyers et ux to 

Edward Foster ₤120 - Part - 4902 sq. feet 
 
B&S #5404 - September 27, 1882 - Registered, October 4, 1882 Mary Ann Garner (formerly 

Mary Ann Foster) & Wm. Garner, her husband, to Francis J. Jameson $900. - Part 
 
GRANT #17623 - December 10, 1904 - Registered, December 20, 1904 Francis J. Jameson et 

ux to Jessie Mein $1400 - Part, with & subject to Rt. of Way 
 
GRANT #21889 - September 11, 1924 - Registered, September 16, 1924 Jessie Mein (widow) 

to Lucy A. & Fanny Dixon as joint tenants $2850. - Part, with & subject to Rt. of Way 
 
GRANT #69854 - October 6, 1955 - Registered, October 14, 1955 Fanny Dixon (spinster) to 

Stanley & Hilda M. Redout as joint tenants $3000. - Part, with & subject to Rt. of Way 
 
GRANT #287608 - May 13, 1975 - Registered, September 26, 1975 Eva Mary Bonner 

(administrator of Estate of Hilda Monica Redout) to the said Eva Mary Bonner (Stanley 
Redout died March 23, 1973) (Hilda Redout died January 3, 1975) $1,00 & 
consideration - Part, with & subject to Rt. of Way  


