
 
Designation Brief for: 
 
The John Haffey Cottage 537-539 Waterford Street 
Peterborough, Ontario 
 
Date Prepared: November, 1998 
 
Location 
 
This Regency-style cottage is located on the west side of Waterford Street in one of the 
oldest neighborhoods in Peterborough. 
 
Legal Description; 
THOSE lands and premises located in the following municipality, namely, in the City of 
Peterborough, and the Province of Ontario, and being composed of that part of lot 4 
north of McDonnel Street and east of Water Street designated as Part 1 on Reference 
Plan 45R3340. SUBJECT TO the rights of the owners of the adjoining lands to the 
south of said parcel to maintain the eaves of the present building erected on the 
property over the most southerly twelve inches(12") in the width of the most westerly 
one hundred and two feet (102') in depth of the said parcel of land also subject to the 
rights of the owners of the adjoining land to the west of the said parcel to maintain the 
eaves of the present building erected on their property over the most westerly twelve 
inches (12") in depth of the said parcel of land. 
 
Original Owner: John Haffey Tailor 
 
Owner in 1988:  Carol D.M.Dauncey 
 
Date of Construction: possibly 1869, see Note* 
 
Builder: possibly Henry Myers 
 
Site & Setting: 
 
The John Haffey Cottage sits on a narrow lot approximately 44 ft x 114 ft., only 10 feet 
away from the street line. The front door is flanked by two tall spruce trees and the 
house is surrounded by shrubs and flowers. The back garden is wooded and directly 
behind the cottage grows a mature soft maple tree. Very near and to the south of the 
cottage is a 1 1/2 storey frame house built in the 1880s. To the north is a 2 storey brick 
house built after 1914. On the lot to the west of this lot is the Henry Myers Cottage. 
 
 
 
 
 



Significance  
 
This Regency Style cottage is an example of a working-man’s modest dwelling in the 
19th century. Its position is important in the streetscape of Waterford Street as the 
buildings in this neighborhood have not significantly changed since the late 19th 
century. 
 
Historical Background: 
Attached to a document (see Deposit Index #1960) that can be found in the Registry 
Office, there is an unregistered mortgage between John Haffey and William Lasher. 
This mortgage tells of another agreement made on the same day between John Haffey 
and Henry Myers to build a dwelling on this lot for the sum of $250. It is probable that 
Henry Myers did build this cottage in 1869 for John and Letitia Haffey, who lived in it 
until John's death in 1875. 
 
John Haffey willed his property, which included this lot and house, to his grandson, 
Edward J. Carew, but it was Edward’s mother, John Haffey’s daughter Margaret, a 
widow remarried to Patrick O'Mara, who lived in it until her death in Feb. 1919. At that 
time, Margaret's daughter, Emily Theresa Carew, continued to reside in her family's 
home until she sold it 1944. 
 
There remains a mystery about this property. Early assessment rolls and city directories 
list two municipal addresses for this lot. In her statement of 1941, Emily Carew talks of 
the "houses" on this property. Number 537 is still in existence but at sometime number 
539 was built and later, presumably, demolished. Unfortunately, no official document 
exists that can accurately place number 539 on this lot. 
 
Architectural Description: 
 
This Regency-style cottage is a 1 storey, detached, single-family dwelling. 
Although painted several times, it appears to retain the original rough-cast finish. An 
enclosed rear porch and barn-board shed are attached, side by side, to the rear of the 
house; they have a metal roof. The total width of the porch and shed do not exceed that 
of the house. The height of the shed/porch are the same, being approximately the 
height of the eaves of the house. Beneath the house in the partially excavated cellar, 
are hand hewn wooden sills upon which the house sits. This would suggest post and 
beam construction. Originally, It is said that the house was divided into four rooms by 
partitions extending to the roof, with a brick chimney running up the center of the house. 
In recent times, ceilings were added and the center chimney removed, although in the 
attic the chimney survives. The roof is framed with 2 x 6 inch rafters and the roof boards 
are of varying widths of up to 18 inches. Much of the roof is charred - at some time there 
must have been a fire in the building. The low hip roof is now covered with asphalt 
shingles but was probably originally covered in wood shingles. It is finished with plain 
wooden Soffits and facia. 
 



The Main entrance is centrally located on the front, or east, façade. The door structure 
has a flat opening with molded wood trim. Above it is a flat two light transom of plain 
glass. The wooden outer door has been recycled from another building and the inner 
door is modern. The doorway is protected by a small roof of recent construction, In the 
1875 Birdseye View of Peterborough, this house appears to have a verandah across 
the entire front of the building. On either side of the door is a large rectangular two sash 
window with four lights. They are surrounded by moulded wood trim and appear to be 
quite old. 
 
NORTH FAÇADE- On the north, exterior wall is a chimney, recently built of reclaimed 
brick in a 19th century manner. This wall has only one rectangular window close to the 
back of the building. This window has the same trim as the east windows and, appears 
to be quite old, but when the kitchen was modernized, the lower sash was covered with 
wooden louvers to conceal the sink in the interior. The remaining upper sash contains 
four lights. 
 
SOUTH FACADE: It has two windows close to the back of the house. The small modern 
window was installed when the bathroom was added and is very close to a large 
rectangular, original window. This large window is surrounded by molded wood trim, has 
12 over 12 lights, and is probably the oldest window in the house. 
 
WEST FAÇADE: This facade contains the porch and shed. The porch is a later addition 
to the house and its styling 1ndicates that it might have been added to the house in the 
1880s. The porch has an off-centered wooden door. The porch is made or glass and 
wood panels, and running the entire upper width of the porch are pink, peach and blue 
stained, rippled glass transom lights. Another entrance to the porch is on the north 
facade. Its wooden door is made of two panels of frosted glass over two wooden panels 
and has etched-glass side lights of an urn-and-flower pattern. 
 
*Note: There are at least four reasons to speculate that the house at 537 Water ford 
street might have been built prior to 1865: 
 

The deposit index held in the registry office was not registered and unfortunately 
does not describe this building; 
 
The post and beam construction technique used in the is building lost its  
popularity after the 1850's; 
 
The 12-over-12 window is a much earlier window style; 
 
The 1854 assessment roll shows George Dunford as a householder at N. 
McDonnel E. Water Pt. 3 & 4. 

 
We can speculate that this building might have been built prior to 1865, or perhaps that 
an earlier structure was improved upon since the roof was framed.  
 


