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SIGNIFICANCE: This is the only example of the work of the noted Toronto architect Henry Langley 
in Peterborough. It is also the only example of this particular style of Gothic Revival, influenced by 
the designs of Gilbert Scott in England. The church occupies a prominent site in the downtown 
area and is an important element in the civic center area which is the northern gateway to the 
downtown business district. The tall tower of the church can be seen from many vantage points 
both in the city and on its outskirts. 
 
HISTORY: Throughout its history George Street United Church has occupied three different 
buildings on three different sites. The first church was a small frame building erected in 1837 to 
serve the Methodist congregation of Peterborough. This stood on the property at 539 George 
Street North, now the Kaye Funeral Home. In 1843 a second and more sizeable church was 
required, and a stuccoed timber frame building was erected just south of the earlier church. Later 
this would serve as the parish house and the Sunday school. Today, clad with brick, it is the 
apartment house at 525-527 George Street. 
 
By 1872 the size of the congregation had grown sufficiently to warrant a larger and more suitable 
building. The Methodist fathers approached Mr. William Cluxton, who owned and occupied a 
house across George Street on lots 1 and 2, east of George and north of McDonnell. Mr. Cluxton 
agreed to sell his property to the church and to move his house around the corner to what is now 
543 Water Street. 
 
The third church is indeed a very handsome structure. It was designed  by the architect Henry 
Langley and closely resembles his Metropolitan Church in Toronto. Late in 1873 the basement 
was dug; in 1874 the building was closed in; and in 1875 the church was ready for use. The total 
cost of the building was $60,000. It was formally dedicated on Christmas Day 1875. In 1891 the 
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tower, part of the original design, was completed, and the church appeared very much as it does 
today. 
 
Over the years most of the changes have taken place inside. The present very fine organ is 
actually the third one, installed in 1931 along with the panelled choir screen. In 1947 a new floor 
was laid in the sanctuary, and the present arrangement of two rows of pews with a center aisle 
was initiated. The chimes in the tower and the floodlighting were added in the mid-1960s. 
 
DESCRIPTION FOR DESIGNATION: This impressive church in the gothic style occupies an 
important site in what might be called the civic center of Peterborough, diagonally across from 
Confederation Park and just north of the City Hall. Its site is bounded by George Street on the 
west, McDonnell Street to the south, and Water Street to the east. The axis runs from west to east, 
and the main entrance is on the west or George Street facade. 
 
The church is built in the form of a Latin cross, with an apse at the east end and eastern transepts. 
The angles between the apse and the transepts are occupied by two-story rectangular projections 
to accommodate stairways. At the west end the extensions of a narthex one bay beyond the north 
and south facades create the appearance of western transepts. A tall tower projects from the 
center of the front or west facade. 
 
The building is built of grey or buff brick laid variously in stretcher or common bond. A full-height 
foundation of rock-faced cut and coursed white limestone with quoining and banding of darker 
limestone is capped by a course of smoothed cut limestone. The steeply-pitched roof was perhaps 
originally covered with cedar shingles, but for some years they have been replaced with asphalt 
shingles, now partially covered with copper. 
 
The eaves are supported by a heavily moulded wooden cornice above a corbelled brick frieze. On 
the gable of the west front there is a brick frieze of pendants and small pointed arches. 
 
The West Façade 
 
The west facade consists of three bays under a gabled roof. At each side there are angle 
buttresses with sloping limestone caps at the level of the second story and at the top. In the 
basement the two side bays contain narrow windows with segmental head surrounds which are 
part of the top course of smoothed limestone, and the sides of the window openings are decorated 
with alternating large and small darker limestone blocks. There are narrow lancet windows in each 
of the two upper stories crowned with pointed wooden hood- moulds resting on round cast-iron 
imposts decorated with patterns of vines and leaves. The broad sloping sills are smooth limestone. 
A metal eaves-trough painted grey gives the visual effect of a string course between the first and 
second stories. 
 
The center bay of this facade is occupied by the projecting tower. There are angle buttresses at 
each corner. The basement and first story of the front of the tower are occupied by the main 
doorway. This is recessed within a pointed archway surmounted by a gable pierced by a circular 
opening just below its peak. The gable is capped with a wooden moulding, presumably a 
replacement for an earlier moulding decorated with a fleur-de-Iys at the apex like that which still 
exists on the north door of the narthex. The pointed wooden hood-mould above the archway has 
been removed, but the iron imposts on which it rested still remain. Within the arch two ribs of 
moulded brick rest at either side on wooden colonnettes with limestone capitals and bases. The 
doorway, with a segmental arched top, is set in a wooden frame which also includes a tympanum 
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with a large quatrefoil window with double cusps and two smaller trefoil windows. These windows 
are filled with stained glass. The present doors of vertical tongued-and-grooved boards are not 
original, but the original ornate wrought-iron strap-work hinges have been applied to them as 
decoration. 
There are no openings in the basement or first story on either the north or south sides of the tower.  
 
A broad sloped and projecting limestone string course is carried around the tower between the first 
and second stories of the tower and slopes up to become the sills of narrow lancets on the north 
and south sides and on the west of a large pointed window with wooden tracery. All of these have 
pointed wooden hood-moulds resting on decorated iron imposts. At the height of the springing of 
the arch of the west window the buttresses decrease in size and are capped with three sloping 
limestone blocks. The frieze of pendants and pointed arches is carried from the gable around the 
facades at top of the second story of the tower and above it on each facade there are broad 
sloping ledges covered with grey-painted metal. At this height metal eavestroughing   painted grey 
is carried around the buttresses, giving the effect of a string course. 
 
The low third story of the tower contains on each of the north, west, and south sides three narrow 
lancets with wooden frames and sills. At the top a sloping projecting limestone string course is 
carried around walls and buttresses. This course marks the top of the original tower. 
 
The tall fourth story is the belfry and contains on each of its four sides two lancet openings filled 
with wooden louvers. These openings have pointed limestone hood-moulds. A narrow melded 
limestone string course separates the wall of this story from a frieze of small recessed round-
topped panels, which in turn is surmounted by a melded limestone string course. Between the 
lancets on each side there is a triangular pier which rests on stone imposts below the string-course 
crowning the story below. On the west side the impost is a sculpted head of John Wesley.  
 
The tower is crowned by a brick parapet with a limestone coping which is stepped down toward 
the center of each facade. There are tall octagonal pinnacles at each corner with conical limestone 
caps, and in the center of each side are lower diagonally-set square pinnacles, also with limestone 
caps which rest on the triangular piers between the belfry openings. 
 
The South Façade 
 
The south facade is terminated on the west by the projection of the narthex. Its end is rectangular 
in the basement and first story, and angle buttresses at the corners extend through the two stories. 
There is a double- leaved door at ground level set in a double pointed archway of brick. The doors 
themselves are new, but here too the original strap-work hinges have been used decoratively. 
Above the door the tympanum is filled with wooden tracery. This doorway originally had a pointed 
wooden hood mould, which has been removed. However, the iron imposts on which it rested still 
remain. Above this is a gable-shaped wooden moulding which has no doubt replaced a moulding 
terminated by a fleur-de-lys like that on the north door. 
 
A continuation of the metal eavestroughing on the west facade separates the first and second 
stories of the narthex and sloping limestone caps at the corners make the transition to the three-
sided end of the second story. A single lancet fills the central bay of the second story and has a 
wooden hood mould resting on iron imposts. 
 
The nave facade consists of four bays, separated by buttresses extending to the cornice with 
sloping limestone caps at the top and at two lower points where the buttress width decreases. 
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Between the first and second bay the buttress is built against a chimney protruding partly from the 
wall. This chimney has been removed above the cornice. Each bay contains a tall pointed window 
with wooden tracery and a wooden hood mould resting on iron imposts. The sloping window sills 
are limestone. Below these are double casement windows with limestone sills and segmental 
arched tops of radiating voussoirs which form part of the top basement course of smoothed 
limestone. Their sides are decorated with alternating large and small blocks of darker limestone. At 
the eastern end of this facade is the projecting three-sided transept with buttresses at the angles. 
The three sides of the end of the transept complete this facade. Fenestration in the transept is like 
that of the nave in both basement and upper stories.    
 
The North Façade 
 
The north facade is essentially the same as the south, though it is broken by the extension of the 
parish house from the first nave bay.  
 
The East End 
 
The eastern end is dominated by the three-sided end of the chancel, which was originally 
fenestrated like the transept. However the pointed windows have been blocked up with brick, 
although hood-moulds, imposts, and sills remain. Probably the windows were blocked when the 
organ was moved from the rear gallery to the front of the church in 1884. 
 
North and south rectangular stairway pavilions fill the corner between the apse and the transepts. 
On the east these have narrow casements in the basement and lancets with hood-moulds in the 
first story. To the north and south respectively there are doorways halfway between the basement 
and first story which are reached by flights of steps. Above them between first and second stories 
are lancets. These pavilions have corbelled brick friezes and wooden cornice mouldings. Between 
the tops of their hipped roofs and the cornice of the transepts can be seen a few courses of 
chimneys which have been removed above the cornice. 
 
Interior  
 
The main sanctuary of the church is rectangular and is roofed with a depressed barrel vault of 
plaster. Plaster ribs dividing the ceiling into bays extend from one side to the other, resting on a 
moulded plaster cornice which runs along the top of the walls at the height of the springing of the 
vault and on plaster imposts in the Corinthian style. Short transverse pointed vaults extend out to 
meet the tops of the pointed nave windows. There are two pendant plaster ventilator grills in the 
ceiling. A transverse pointed vault extends across the arms of the transepts central rib meets the 
three ribs of the tripartite end vault junctions marked by plaster bosses. At the crossing a boss also 
marks the junction of the transept rib with those of the nave and of the pointed vault of the chancel. 
 
The plaster of the walls in the auditorium and the narthex is scored to resemble stone. 
 
A balcony, which extends around the back and sides of the sanctuary and curves into the 
transepts, cuts across the centers of the tall windows, which are filled with borders of stained glass 
and grisaille. The framework of the windows is wood, as are the broad sloping sills. The balcony is 
supported by decoratively pierced triangular iron brackets set into the outside walls and resting on 
moulded plaster imposts, and also by cast iron columns with Corinthian capitals at the rear and at 
the transepts. Along the sides the balcony holds three rows of sets, but widens in the transepts to 
four rows and at the rear to six. In the transepts the balcony still retains what appear to be the 
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original pine bench pews with cast iron ends. The balustrade of the balcony is of pine, carved and 
pierced with a design of trefoil shapes. At the rear a large central traceried window containing 
stained glass is framed on either side by smaller lancets. 
 
The view of the chancel is completely blocked by a carved oak screen and organ case which 
extends nearly to the vault. This screen was installed in 1931 to house a new organ. At the foot of 
the screen, on a platform three steps above the level of the main auditorium, is the carved oak 
pulpit and in front of it the altar and the benches for the choir. All of these were installed in 1931 or 
after. 
 
Narthex 
 
The narthex is entered from the ground level through the western door and a vestibule which has a 
ceiling of tongued and grooved boards in a rectangular pattern with four pendants. The vestibule is 
separated from the main hall of the narthex by a broad wooden doorway over which there is a 
tympanum filled with wooden tracery. Stairs rise to either side in single flights to large landings on 
the level of the auditorium. From that level flights that curve 180 degrees ascend to the level of the 
gallery. The stair balustrades are of oak, with turned balusters and newels. 
 
 
Written by Christopher M. Greene, February 1990 
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CHAIN OF TITLE 

534 George St. North, Peterborough 
Lots 1 & 2, North McDonnell, East George 

 
PATENT  January 26, 1843 
 

 The Crown to Louisa Forbes 
 
 All 1/2 acre Lot 1 

 
PATENT  December 7, 1843 
 

The Crown to Charles Perry 
 
All 1/2 acre Lot 2 

 
B&S  #997 - January 14, 1845, registered January 16, 1845 
 

Louisa Forbes to Charles Perry 
 
L40 - All 1/2 acre, Lot 1, N McDonnell, W Water 

 
B&S #11804 - July 28, 1857, registered July 30, 1857 
 

Charles Perry & Margaret Perry, wife, to William Cluxton 
 
L1200 – AlI 1 acre Lots 1 & 2, N McDonnell, W Water 

 
B&S  #1404 - January 2, 1873, registered May 13, 1873 
 

William Cluxton et ux to the Trustees of the McDonnell  
 
Street Congregation of the Wesleyan Methodist Church 
 
$5000 - All 1 acre, Lots 1 & 2 now known as N McDonnell E George 

 
Researched by Janice Fialkowski, February 12, 1990  
 


