
THE JOHN BRITTON HOUSE 

533 Harvey Street 

 
LOCATION & LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The property is known municipally as 533 

Harvey Street - Registered Plan #419677. "ALL and Singular that certain 

parcel or tract of land and premises, situate, lying and being in the 

City of Peterborough in the County of Peterborough and Province of 

Ontario and being composed of the south fifty-one feet of the North Half 

of Lot Number Two North" of McDonnel Street and East of Water Street in 

the said City of Peterborough.  

 

COMMENCING at a Point in the eastern limit of said Lot, distant forty-

five feet southerly from the North East angle of said lot; 

THENCE westerly parallel with the northern limit of said lot to the 

western limit of said lot; 

THENCE southerly along the western limit of said lot fifty-one feet more 

or less to the southern limit of the North Half of the said lot; 

THENCE easterly parallel with the northern limit of said lot to the 

eastern limit thereof; 

THENCE northerly along the said eastern limit fifty-one feet more or 

less to the place of beginning. 

TOGETHER WITH a right of way over a strip of land five feet wide laid 

out on said Lot, north of and adjoining the lands hereby conveyed, and 

subject to a right of way over the northern Five feet the eastern to the 

of the lands hereby conveyed, and extending from western limit of the 

said lot. 

 

ORIGINAL OWNER: John Britton. 

 

OWNER, 1985: Christopher A. Landry. 

 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1850. 

 

ARCHITECT: Unknown. 

 

BUILDER: Unknown. 

 

SITE & SETTING: The Britton House is situated in the area between the 

Otonabee River and Water Street north of the County Court House. 

This section of Peterborough is residential. It contains many early 

houses most of which were occupied by craftsmen who either had their own 

shops or were employed in the mills which lined the river. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: This house is important because of its age and because it 

remains today as a good example of the Simple Gothic Style typical of 

the third quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Erected about 1850 as a simple one-storey frame dwelling, it was 

"modernized" in the late 1870's to conform with the Gothic style of the 

period. This was accomplished by cladding the structure with brick and 

adding the central decorated gable, which contains a round topped 

window. John Britton, a cooper, and his family retained the house from 

1851 to 1918.  
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: This dwelling has had very few owners in the 135 

years of its existence. Although the first owner of the property was 

William Dolelius, who received the Crown Patent for the whole of Lot 2, 

north of McDonnel and east of Water Street in August of 1847, it was 

John Britton who first occupied the house erected about 1850 on the 

North half of this lot. He lived here until his death about 1903. His 

widow remarried but retained possession of the house until 1918 when she 

sold it to Theodore M. Caldwell, who held it for only two years. Sidney 

W. Constable purchased it in 1920 and it was not sold again until-

January 1959, after his widow's death. Frederick J. O'Brien, his wife 

and children were the owners of this property between 1959 and October 

1984 when it was purchased by the present owner, Christopher A. Landry. 

The first owner of this dwelling was John Britton, a cooper, who 

emigrated from Ireland in 1847. The exact date when he became 

established at this location cannot be determined, but by 1851 he was 

well established. His cooperage was behind the house closer to Water 

Street. It is known that he had a small mill to the north of his 

dwelling because the builders of the house at 543 Harvey Street had 

difficulties with their basement due to the accumulation of sawdust. The 

Peterborough Examiner reported on November 20, 1884 that: "Mr. Britton's 

cooper shop burned down Sunday morning at 1 o'clock". It is not known 

whether he had it rebuilt. 

The 1875 Bird's Eye View of Peterborough clearly shows this house as a 

one storey dwelling with a verandah across the front. 

Soon after this date John Britton enlarged and "modernized" the house by 

adding a peaked gable with a round topped window to the upper half 

storey and cladding the/entire structure with brick. It could have been 

at this time that the original small panes in the sash windows were 

replace be two large panes in each sash, or this could have been a later 

renovation. There is a large finial which both projects and drops from 

the peak of the gable. This may have been the only gable trim or it may 

have been supplemented by "gingerbread" bargeboard trim, which has been 

removed. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION FOR DESIGNATION PURPOSES: The Britton House, 

at 533 Harvey Street presents the typical appearance of the Simple 

Gothic Style as it developed in the Peterborough area. The house is 

rectangular in shape with medium pitched gables at either end. The three 

bay front facade has a centre entrance on the first storey with a peaked 

gable above it on the second storey. Small paned side lights, with lower 

panels, and a small paned transom surround the doorway. The walls on 

either side of the entrance are broken in the centre by square topped, 

double hung sash windows. The double hung sash window in the upper gable 

has a round top. A hipped roof verandah extends across the entire front 

facade. Its supporting posts may be original. 

The two ends of the structure are identical. Each has one window on the 

lower storey and two on the upper storey. They all have square tops and 

contain double hung sashes. 

There is a kitchen wing attached to the rear of the house. 

Concerning trim, all window and door openings have radiating voussoir 

head surrounds. Although most of the drop finial at the peak of the 
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gable has been lost, the projecting finial still remains. Unfortunately 

the brick exterior has been painted in recent years. The sand blast 

method cannot be used to remove it, and other method should be used with 

care after careful testing. 

 

Legal research by: 

Gina Basciano & Frances Craig. 

 

Historical research by: 
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Photographs by: 

Martha Ann Kidd & Elsa Pate. 

 

Brief completed on June 20, 1985. 


