
THE ELIZABETH DAVIDSON HOUSE 
520 Dickson Street 

Peterborough, Ontario 

LOCATION & LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The property is known municipally as 520 Dickson Street - 
Registered Plan #223449. "ALL and Singular that certain parcel or tract of land and premises, 
situate, lying and being in the City of Peterborough in the County of Peterborough and Province of 
Ontario, and being composed of Lots Number 8 and 9, South of McDonnel Street and East of 
Water Street, part of McDonnel Street closed by By-Law registered 18 January 1878, all of Lot 
Number 46 and part of Lot Number 47 according to Registered Plan Number 132 for the said City 
of Peterborough, and part of the Triangular piece of land East of Waterford Street and part of the 
Mill Reserve North of Murray Street and South of Dublin Street, in the said City of Peterborough; 
which said parcel is shown bordered in red on plan of survey attached to Registered Instrument 
Number 56788 for the City of Peterborough and may be more particularly described as follows, 
that is to say: 

PREMISING that the Eastern limit of Dickson Street has an astronomical course North 2 
degrees 57' West and relating all bearings herein thereto; 
COMMENCING at a point in the Northern limit of McDonnel Street distant 15.08 feet measured on 
a course South 87 degrees 11' West from an iron post marking the intersection of the Easterly limit 
of Dickson Street with the Northern limit of McDonnel Street in the said City; which said point 
marks the most south easterly angle of the lands conveyed by Registered Instrument Number 
47380 of the said City; 

THENCE north 3 degrees 43' to and along the westerly face of the cement retaining wall 
now standing within the said lot being along the limit of the lands conveyed by the lastly mentioned 
Instrument, 11.25 feet to the North Westerly angle of the said wall; 

THENCE 83 degrees 40' east along the Northern face of the said wall and being along a 
limit of the said Registered Instrument number 15.08 feet to its intersection with the westerly limit 
of the said Lot Number Forty-six according to the said Registered Plan Number One Hundred and 
Thirty-two; 

THENCE North 2 degrees 25' west, along the said westerly limit of the said Lot Number 
Forty-six, 48.67 feet, more or less, to an iron post marking the most Northerly angle of the said Lot; 

THENCE South 70 degrees 50' East over part of the said Triangular Piece of Land and 
part of the said Mill or Government Reserve, and being along a limit of the lands now owned by 
the Peterborough Hydraulic Company Limited, 162.75 feet to an iron post placed at a point in the 
Northern limit of that part of McDonnel Street now closed by By-Law dated the 18th of January, 
1878; 

THENCE South 30 degrees 19' East along part of the said McDonnel Stre~t closed by the 
said By-Law and over part of said Lot Number Nine South of McDonnel and East of Water Street, 
109.5 feet to an iron post; 

THENCE South 88 degrees 29' West over parts of the said Lots Numbers Eight and Nine, 
202.06 feet to a point in the Westerly limit of the said Lot Number Eight; 

THENCE North 2 degrees 561 West, 91.85 feet to the said iron post marking the 
intersection of the said Eastern limit of Dickson Street with the Northerly limit of McDonnel Street; 

THENCE South 87 Degrees 11' West along the said limit of McDonnel Street, 15.08 feet, 
more or less, to The point of Commencement. 
 

TOGETHER WITH a right of way in common with the Grantor and those entitled thereto 
under her over a strip of land 10 feet in width lying immediately South West of and adjoining the 
North Eastern limit of the said Lot Number Forty-seven as shown on the said Registered Plan 
Number One Hundred and Thirty-two; the South Westerly limit of the said right of way being 
parallel with the lastly mentioned limit of the said Lot Number Forty-seven and extending from a 
point in the dividing line between the said Lots Number Forty-six and Forty-seven, to a point in the 
Southern limit of Riverview Place as shown on the Registered Plan. 
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AND TOGETHER with a right of way more particularly described as follows: 
"ALL and Singular that certain parcel or tract of land and premises, situate, lying and being 

in the City of Peterborough in the County of Peterborough and Province of Ontario, and being 
composed of a 16-foot right of way across parts of Lots Number 9 north of Murray Street and 
south of McDonnel Street and part of the Government Reserve, all east of Water Street, in the said 
City; which said right of way is shown coloured yellow on the plan attached to Registered 
Instrument Number 62714 for the City of Peterborough and may described as follows: 

PREMISING that the eastern limit of Dickson Street in the said City has an astronomical 
course of north 2 degrees 56' west and relating all bearings herein, thereto; 

COMMENCING at a post in the northern limit of the said right of way; which said post is 
distant 202.06 feet as measured on a course north 88 degrees 29' east from a point in the said 
eastern limit of said Dickson Street distant 91.85 feet as measured southerly along the said limit 
from an iron post place at the intersection thereof with the northern limit of McDonnel Street in the 
said City; 

THENCE south 39 degrees 19' east, 6.5 feet to a concrete monument; 
THENCE south 21 degrees 43' east, 121.71 feet to a concrete monument; 
THENCE south 20 degrees 43' east, 70.18 feet to a concrete monument; 
THENCE south 87 degrees 29' west, 93.01 feet to a post; 
THENCE north 11 degrees 26' east, 16.49 feet; 
THENCE north 87 degrees 29' east, 63.05 feet; 
THENCE north 42 degrees 30' east, 14.15 feet; 
THENCE north 2 degrees 28' west, 41.47 feet; 
THENCE north 21 degrees 43' west, 117.8 feet; 
THENCE north 30 degrees 19' west, 14.1 feet; 
THENCE north 88 degrees 29' east, 18.26 feet more or less, to the said point of 

commencement. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: Elizabeth Dickson Davidson. 
 
OWNERS, 1986: Ralph Frederick and Margot Anne Hull. 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1877. 
 
ARCHITECT: Possibly John E. Belcher. 
 
SITE & SETTING: The Elizabeth Davidson House is located on top of the hill at the east end of 
McDonnel Street on a large piece of property. The view from the rear over the Otonabee River is 
spectacular.  
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SIGNIFICANCE: Although alterations have been made over the years to this house, it still remains 
a good example of the larger Tuscan style Italianate houses popular in Peterborough in the mid 
1870's. It was either designed by Architect John E. Belcher or a copy of his style. It is one of three 
large houses built for the daughters of Samuel Dickson, Peterborough's Lumber Baron, and 
remained part of the Dickson Estate until 1969. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: This prime river side property was acquired, by Crown Patent, by 
Judge George Barker Hall in 1841. The Judge owned extensive property in the area, much of 
which was used for speculation. This is evident on this piece of land by the number of times it was 
in trust, sold, repurchased and mortgaged. Judge Hall's last tie to the property was severed when 
he sold it to Samuel Dickson in 1860. By that date, Mr. Dickson's timber and lumber business was 
growing rapidly and he was acquiring all the land he could on both sides of the river for his mills, 
lumber yards and related activities. In 1870, while his own home at the south end of Dickson 
Street was in process of being built, Samuel drowned in his mill pound. His son-in-law, Thomas G. 
Hazlitt, became his executor and held his vast estate intact for many years. 
 
In fact, the Peterborough Lumber Company was still part of the Dickson estate until sold recently. 
Large homes were built on Dickson land for each of Samuel Dickson's daughters. This house at 
the north end of Dickson Street was built for his daughter, Elizabeth Davidson in 1877. It was held 
in trust for her until 1896 when she came into full possession. She lived in the house with her 
daughter, Laura Jane, until her death on December 4, 1932. Miss Davidson became her heir and 
resided in the house until her death in September, 1957. 
 
However, a Grant made in 1951 established her niece, Helen Dickson Munro as joint tenant. 
Helen married G. Leslie McCrea and they continued as residents until Mrs. McCrea sold it to Lloyd 
G. Morrow in 1969. Mr. Morrow retained the property for almost two years, then sold it to Ralph 
and Margot Hull. 
 
Early photographs of the house show it to be very similar to the house John E. Belcher built for Dr. 
George Burnham on the South West corner of Water and McDonnel Street, as well as the slightly 
earlier house he designed for Colonel Harry C. Rogers at 266 Burnham Street. Although the dates 
cannot be confirmed, changes were made to the house. First, the porch was rebuilt. 
Later it was glassed in and the low hipped roof was replaced by a higher gabled roof supported by 
brackets. Further alterations were made to the porch. The present owners have softened the hard 
lines of the latest porch so that it is more compatible with the style of the original house. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION FOR DESIGNATION PURPOSES: This brick house, set on a 
granite foundation is two and a half storeys in height. The first and second storeys are divided by a 
brick string course; the top half storey being an attic. The windows in the first floor of the main 
house all have square topped head surrounds while the head surrounds in the second floor are 
segmental in shape. The house is rectangular in shape with a projection on the north side of the 
front facade. The projection contains a two storey three sided bay with three windows in each 
storey. The main central entrance and a window complete the front facade. The entrance contains 
a four panelled door surrounded by side lights and a transom which still retain the old floral-
patterned stained glass. The doorway is completed by panelled reveals. These features are now 
hidden by a partially enclosed porch with decorative wood detailing and lead fenestration. 
The south facade has only a centrally placed chimney and a window in each of the first and 
second storeys located to the west of the chimney. 
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The east side of the main part of the main house has a bay window and a decorative single 
casement window in the lower storey, a double hung sash and a large, round topped landing 
window in the second storey and a gabled dormer in the attic storey. 
 
The two storey wing, which protrudes to the east at right angles to the main house, has a door and 
a window in the first storey and a narrow, double hung sash window in the second. There is also a 
centrally placed chimney. The double storey attached coach house appears to be a single storey 
because its lower storey is below the foundation of main house. The coach house has two large 
and one small opening on the south facade and is partially covered by a porch which runs from the 
house proper, along the wing and along part of the coach house. One of the large openings has 
French doors with side lights; the other, a pair of tongue and groove carriage doors. The end of 
this section has two small, single casement windows, one on each storey. 
 
The north side of the main house is three bays wide. All windows except one in the first storey 
have double hung sashes; the exception is a double casement window. The wing is flush with the 
house proper and has two double hung sash windows in the ground storey and a louvred, 
shuttered opening on the second. The coach house has a tongue and groove door at the ground 
level and three new openings in the second storey; a single glazed door, a pair of French doors 
with side lights and a square window. 
 
The former low hipped roof was replaced many years ago by a medium hipped roof which is 
broken by gables and dormers which contain windows to create a well lighted attic. A series of 
ornamented brackets decorate the soffits. 
 
Of interest, it should be mentioned that this house has retained most of its original woodwork and 
graining as well as its early light fixtures and bathroom fittings. 
 
The changes made over the years, to the interior as well as the exterior have been sympathetic 
and have respected the architectural integrity of the building. 
 
A victorian style, square picket fence surrounds the side garden. 
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