
The Malcolm House 
488 Alymer Street 

LOCATION & LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The property is known municipally as 488 Aylmer Street. - 
Registered Plan #41140 - ... "ALL and Singular that certain parcel or tract of land and premises, 
situate, lying and being in the City of Peterborough in the County of Peterborough and Province of 
Ontario and being composed of all of Lot Number Two, according to and shown upon registered 
Plan number three for the said City of Peterborough TOGETHER with the right of way as shown 
on said plan. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: William Malcolm 
 
OWNER, 1985: Ellen Mayfield Morrison 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1857. 
 
ARCHITECT: Unknown. 
 
CONTRACTOR: Unknown. 
 
SITE & SETTING: The Malcolm House is situated in the central part of Peterborough between 
Murray and McDonnel Streets. The house is bordered by private residences to the north and the 
south and by Aylmer Street to the west. A public lane separates the east side of the property from 
the property of the Peterborough Armouries. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: This is an important heritage building for several reasons. It is a good example of 
the stacked plank method of construction popular in the 1850s. The Classical Revival style of 
architecture adapted to a small house is unique. William Malcolm, the original owner was a well 
known and respected machinist in the city. After over a century and a quarter, this dwelling still 
retains most of its original appearance, including its small pane windows and stucco sheathing. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: The Malcolm House stands on one of the lots which existed 
originally as clergy reserve land. When Richard Birdsall first surveyed the North-East corner of 
North Monaghan Township for a town site, he was instructed to allocate certain amounts of land to 
each church in the area. As a result, he allotted the two half acre lots on the east side of Aylmer 
Street, between Murray and McDonnel Streets, to the Anglican Church. The remainder of the 
block, eastward to George Street, was allocated, and used, as the burial ground for all 
denominations in the town. The burial ground was closed in 1851 and most of the bodies were 
removed to other new cemeteries at the edge of town. 
 
In 1855, the area was re-surveyed, the Anglican land was broken up into nine lots and the new 
plan entered into the Land Registry Office. A twenty foot wide lane, running parallel to Aylmer 
Street, separated the nine new Aylmer Street lots from the Old Burial Ground (now the 
Peterborough Armoury property). On the new plan, known as Town Plan #3, the lot under 
discussion became known as lot number 2. It measured 42 feet by 94 feet. On August 11, 1855, 
the nine Anglican lots were sold at auction at the Albert House. It was on August 23rd that the 
deed was finalized for lot #2 between the Rector and Churchwarden of St. John's Church and 
William Malcolm. At this time Mr, Malcolm bought only part of lot #2 and it was not until March 3, 
1869 that he became the owner of the rest of the lot; purchasing it from William Ward. However, 
Mr. Malcolm went ahead with the construction of his house which he was occupying by 1857. 
 
William Malcolm came to the Peterborough area from Scotland in 1846 and immediately set up 
one to the town foundries. An article in the Peterborough Despatch dated September 7, 1848 
reports that Mr. Malcolm was one of the town's most respected machinists of the era. 
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He built his house using the stacked plank method of construction which was widely used in 
Peterborough during its boom period of timber output in the 1850's and 1860's. Since shipping was 
difficult and expensive, only first grade timber was shipped out leaving culled boards, containing 
one or more knots, for home consumption. For many years, Peterborough produced more board 
feet of lumber than any other town in Ontario creating a great surplus which was used in this type 
of building construction. As the name implies, stacked plank construction is a method of stacking 1 
x 10 inch undressed planks one on top of another until the desired height is achieved. The planks 
are dovetailed at the corners and secured with spikes. Every other plank is recessed one inch 
leaving indentations on both the exterior and interior surfaces which act as lath to hold the stucco 
sheathing. 
 
In addition to its interesting construction method, this house is architecturally unique. The gabled 
front facade, which takes the form of a large pediment, extends beyond the front of the house to 
form the verandah which gives the house its Neo-Classical appearance. 
 
On May 9, 1883, William Malcolm sold the house and lot to Thomas Sarginson, a carter, for $825. 
In 1916 Mr. Sarginson granted his personal estate, which included this property, to his son, 
Thomas Sarginson Jr. Like his father, Thomas, Jr. was also a carter and a teamster. Lewis H. 
Ingram, a Customs Clerk with the Quaker Oats Company, became the owner of the property in 
1927. He never lived in the house, however, preferring to rent it out. During the late 1920's and 
early 1930's Arthur S. Foster, a fireman, resided in the house with his wife Greta. During the late 
1930's and early 1940's, Edward P. Suddards, his wife and his son, Edward Jr. live there. Both the 
father and the son were painters at the Canadian General Electric Company. The present owner, 
Miss Ellen Mayfield Morrison purchased the house in 1945. At that time she worked as a clerk for 
Elliott's Stationary Store. Her widowed mother lived with her until her death in 1957. At present, 
Miss Morrison has the house rented.  
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION FOR DESIGNATION PURPOSES: The Malcolm House, at 
488 Aylmer Street, is modified Neo- Classical in style. It is a single storey, three bay, rectangular 
dwelling with a centre entrance in the front gable facade. The upper part of this gabled front 
extends beyond the front of the house, creating a pediment which forms the roof of the verandah. 
The pediment is trimmed with a simpie boxed cornice. The pediment verandah roof is supported 
by square posts which greatly resemble the square columns which support the monumental 
pediment of the Grover-Nicholls House. This similarity serves to reinforce the Classical Revival 
image which the house projects. 
 
The method of construction is stacked plank. Some of the original stucco sheathing is retained on 
the front facade, but flush boards and other sheathing has been used on the sides. 
The main windows are flat in shape amd are surrounded by wooden moulded trim. These windows 
have double hung sashes each containing six panes. 
 
The main entrance is also flat in shape and has wooden moulding trim similar to that of the 
windows. There is a partly glazed single leaf door with two moulded rail decorated panels (it may 
not be original). Above the door is a transom which contains small pane lights. 
 
Historical Research by:   Enid Gebbett Gina Basciano Martha Ann Kidd 
 
Architectural Description by: Martha Ann Kidd 
 
Brief prepared in November, 1982 by: Gina Basciano, and; 
upgraded in March, 1985 by:Martha Ann Kidd 
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Chain of Title 
Lot #2 of 1855 Survey 

being registered as part of Lot #7, 
North of McDonnel Street and West of George Street 

 
Patent November 7,1848 - The Crown to Church Society Diocese of Toronto - ALL ½ acre 
 
B & S  August 23, 1855 - Registered: #11898. 

Rector & Church wardens of St. John's Church to William Malcolm 
ALL & other land - £75 

 
B&S October 3, 1853 - Registered October 3, 1853 (#6480) 

Charles T. Ware et ux to Thomas Hutchinson - ALL & other land - £173 
 
B&S March 15, 1856 - Registered March 15, 1856 (#10119) - Thomas Hutchinson et ux to 

James Gallon - ALL & other land - £126 
 
B&S April 6, 1863 - Registered December 30, 1863 (#16661) -James Gallon et ux & Wilson 

A. Conger, Carlas S. Sherman, Charles A. Weller, George B. Hally - by their attorney 
Charles A. Weller to Vincent M. Clementi - All & other land - premises plus 15 shillings. 

 
B&S May 2, 1868 - Registered January 12, 1869 (#178) - Vincent M. Clementi et ux to 

George A. Cox - ALL & other land - $278.00. 
 
B&S August 21, 1871 - Registered August 23, 1871 (#833) George A. Cox et ux to 

Ebenezar Bakwell - ALL - $800. 
 
B&S September 21,1877 - Registered September 21, 1877 (#3512) Ebenezar Bakwell et ux 

to Thomas Morrice - ALL subject to mortgage - $1800. -- 
 
B&S March 1, 1880 - Registered March 5, 1880 (#4378) - Thomas Morrice et ux to Jane 

Robinson - ALL subject to mortgage cons- $1200.00.  


