
PETERBOROUGH Y.M.C.A. 
475 GEORGE STREET NORTH 

 
 
LOCATION: The lands and buildings, known municipally as 475 George Street North, are on part 
of Lots 1 & 2, South of Murray Street and West of George Street, in the City of Peterborough, in 
the County of Peterborough and in the Province of Ontario. 
 
OWNER: The Peterborough Family Y.M.C.A. 
 
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: 1895 - William Blackwell 
    1930 - Walter Blackwell 
    1969 - Craig & Zeidler 
    1978 - Allen, Brown & Sherriff of Toronto 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: This substantial Victorian structure is an anchor building to an important civic 
square in Peterborough which in addition to other public buildings includes the City Hall and the 
Armouries. In addition, this building marks the north end of Peterborough's main commercial 
thoroughfare, George Street. The original plans and the later additions were the work of some of 
Canada's leading architects. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: See attached brief prepared by the Y.M.C.A. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: The original Y.M.C.A. building is a 
rectangular, three storey brick structure with a full basement. Several additions have been added, 
designed to extend and compliment the original structure. The original 1895 building, designed by 
William Blackwell, and the 1930 addition, planned by his son, Walter Blackwell, are Victorian in 
design and contain many Italianate features. 
 
The foundation wall is of coarsely-dressed limestone blocks with a top course of smooth-dressed 
limestone which forms the sill for the first storey windows. 
 
The main building is of red brick with a decorative brick course at the first storey which stretches 
around the building and defines the window arches. A similar brick trim is used as a decorative 
course above the brick arches on the windows at the third storey and the tower. Brick string 
courses define the top and the bottom of the rectangular shaped second storey windows and 
stretch around the building. This feature is repeated at the fourth storey and forms the sill of the 
windows at this level. Special brick are also used at the corners of the octagonal tower. A base for 
the cornice at the tower and the north wall is formed with brick arches resting on corbelled brick 
supports. The tower extends from the second storey above and becomes a dominant civic feature 
at the corner of George and Murray Streets. A stone cap at the base of the tower forms a junction 
between the northeast brick corner and the northeast octagonal face of the tower. The tower is 
topped with a short spire roofed with metal shingles formed to resemble clay tiles. A finial 
completes the spire. 
 
The roof is a simple gable with a single stacked chimney. The cornice below contains large dentils. 
 
The windows are varied and interesting: the windows on the first or main floor are large arched 
windows with arched mullions set in brick arches. The second floor windows are rectangular with 
stone lintels above. The windows on the third storey and tower are smaller arched windows set in 
brick arches. 
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Statement of Significance Provided by Y.M.C.A  
 
On the 17th of March, 1874 a re-organization occurred and the association moved to the Bradburn 
Building where they remained until December of 1881, paying a rental fee of $300 per year. It was 
on June 5th of this year that Mr. J.D. Collins was appointed to the position of General Secretary. 
 
A further re-organization occurred on March 22, 1881 at a meeting held in the Orange Hall. During 
this year, a series of religious revival meetings in the town gave fresh impetus to the work on 
religious lines. Mr. G.E. Williams was the first paid secretary. A home for it was established in 2 
rooms over a store called "The Fair" on George Street. 
 
After occupying these rooms for several years, the association was incorporated under the name 
of the Peterborough Young Men's Christian Association and secured new and larger premises at 
the north-east corner of George and Brock Streets, and there carried on under the secretaryship of 
Mr. Colville and Mr. Stephens. More extensive premises were soon needed and these were 
obtained over James Long's bakeshop at 386 George Street, where shower baths and a small 
gymnasium were available for members. 
 
The association had its financial difficulties, but these were removed in 1890 by a legacy of 
$20,000, under the will of Peterborough's Universal Benefactrix, Mrs. Charlotte Nicholls. This was 
allowed to accumulate for 5 years when the Directors felt justified in providing the association with 
a fitting habitation of its own. On March 31, 1895 plans were submitted by Mr. Blackwell, architect, 
and accepted and a contract was let to A.A. McIntyre for $13,175 without heating, plumbing or 
wiring. In May 1897 the Association moved into its new home and a bronze tablet was placed in 
the entrance hall in memory of Mrs. Nicholls. 
 
In 1898 a movement originated for providing a dormitory for young men away from home who 
might live there in congenial conditions under the auspices of the Association. After long and 
careful consideration the Directors favoured the idea and in May 1905 the dormitories were 
opened. 
 
By this time the facilities included not only the dormitories but also a gymnasium which still exists 
in today's building, a swimming bath, 2 lobbies, a reading room, a dining room, and a kitchen. 
 
In July, 1906 a campsite on the north shore of Clear Lake was purchased for the purpose of 
holding a boys camp under the Association's auspices. In July, 1908 the "Y" extended its activities 
by installing bowling alleys and enlarging the boys' department. In 1909, arrangements were made 
with the Board of Education whereby pupils at the Collegiate received physical training in the 
gymnasium under the direction of the Association's Physical Director.  
 
In July of 1922, the first group of about forty boys attended Camp Kawartha which is located on 
the south shore of Clear Lake. This camp was financed and built by the Rotary Club of 
Peterborough. Rotary discovered, however, that the operation of a summer camp required skills, 
time and effort incompatible with the normal activities of business executives and professional 
practitioners. An agreement was made with the Y.M.C.A. which had the leaders and equipment for 
boys' work. The Y's Men's Club gave its support and leased the camp property free of charge. 
Over the years, the Rotary Club and the Peterborough Y’s Men's Club invested money and effort 
to maintain and improve this property. In 1954, the Y.M.C.A. purchased the property for $1,500 
giving assurance to the Rotary Club that it would always be used for camp work among young 
people. In 1965, the Y.M.C.A. Camp Committee once again sought assistance of the Rotary Club, 
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and from that time the Rotary Club has given the camp a yearly grant to help boys unable to pay 
their way to camp. 
 
Four decades of weather and use took toll of the original buildings, and in 1966 the Rotary Club 
agreed to replace the dining hall on the campsite at an estimated cost of $7,500. At least forty 
Rotarians derived much satisfaction and pleasure from their exertions as the new dining hall took 
shape and became a reality in time for use during the 1967 season. Continued renovations have 
taken place at Camp Kawartha with the help of the Rotary Club and the present Peterborough Y's 
Men's Club, and it is presently to the stage where camp can be used for year-round activities. 
 
Right in the midst of the depression a campaign was held to increase the Peterborough Building 
facilities. A 60' x 25' swimming pool was completed in 1930. From 1930 to 1964 these facilities 
were adequate; however, due to a marked increase in swimming, the use of the gymnasium, club 
rooms, etc. a further campaign was seen necessary. The results of this campaign brought about 
the opening of our now 25 metre swimming pool, and our new youth centre in 1969. 
 
In 1968, with the acquisition of a Provincial Charter, the Organization officially changed its name 
and became The Peterborough Family Y.M.C.A. 
 
Many renovations have taken place in the old 1896 building, so that the present facility includes a 
modern up-to-date Men's Health Club and a Ladies Trimnasium. We are now able to provide a 
personalized program for adults and a wide range of recreational activities for everyone in the 
community. 
 
The Young Men's Christian Association is a world-wide fellowship dedicated to the growth of 
persons in spirit, mind and body, and in a sense of responsibility to each other and to the human 
community.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brief prepared by The Peterborough Family Y.M.C.A., Jon Hobbs and Martha Ann Kidd Old 
photographs; courtesy of Peterborough Centennial Museum Archives. 
1981 photographs by Penny Johnson.  


