
The Stone Brewery 
468 Stewart Street 

LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 468-470-472-474 Stewart Street, Peterborough, ON 
PT 11 S Murray & W George F 103.500 
 
OWNER: Bernard Von Graeve 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1838 (Assessment Rolls) 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: One of Peterborough's oldest structures, and its only remaining brewery house, 
this venerable stone building is important both architecturally and for the multiplicity of uses to 
which it has been put. The thick walls, built of stone from Jackson's Park Quarry, are an excellent 
example of the rubble coursed technique prevalent in early Peterborough. The unusual shape of 
the building announces its original use as a factory. During its long history it has served as a 
brewery house, a soap and candle factory, a Protestant Home, and 
a slum tenement. It is now restored for use as town-houses. 
 
SITE AND SETTING: The Brewery is located on the lot immediately north of the Hutchinson 
House at the junction of Stewart and Murray streets where their progress is interrupted by the 
Jackson Creek Valley. From the north end of the building a set of steps descends the 
embankment and leads to a small footbridge which spans the creek. The building is built into the 
embankment which falls away to the east this embankment is braced by a stone wall to prevent 
erosion. 
Both the railroad and Jackson's Creek flow past the house at the foot of the embankment. While 
not a small structure, the Brewery's low profile and position make it unobtrusive when approached 
from any direction. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: Located beside Jackson Creek for easy access to water, this 
brewery first appears in the 1838 Assessment Roll. In 1844 John W. Bedford became the owner. 
Sandford Fleming shows it on his 1846 Plan of Peterborough. In the succeeding years until 1870 
the building changed hands numerous times. Records show that in 1860 and 1861 it was a soap 
and candle factory operated by partners Hood & Olgivy. Just prior to 1870 the owner was Henry 
Calcutt whose brewery and steam ship line was later located in Ashburnham. In 1870, after 
extensive interior renovations, it became the Protestant Home under the nominal ownership of 
James Hall, Sheriff. The building was a refuge for the aged and destitute until the erection of 
Anson House in 1912. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION: The Brewery is an unusual rectangular structure with its salt box 
shape and its coursed rubble stone walls. Built into the embankment it is one and a half storeys 
high on Stewart Street and two and a half at the rear. 
 
The large expanse of roof is broken by three single brick chimneys and six dormers with overhung 
gables (three at the front and three at the rear). The cornice on the main facade is boxed and 
plain, while on the gable ends a frieze has been added. 
 
The ground storey of the main facade has an off centre main entrance which now contains two 
doors. Originally it had a single door surrounded by side lights. 
The four remaining window openings (one has been closed up) are rectangular and contain 
casement windows whose original small panes have been replaced. A single door gives access to 
the north side and the windows and doors on the east side 
are compatible with those on the rest of the structure. 


