
 

THE MORROW BUILDING - 442-444-446-448 George Street North 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION - The building is known municipally as 442-444-

446-448 George Street North or "The Morrow Building". 

That portion of the certain parcel or tract of land and premise situate, lying 

and being in the City of Peterborough, in the County of Peterborough and 

Province of Ontario and being composed of the west fifty feet of the south 

eighty feet of Lot One, North of Brock Street and East of George Street in City 

Plan number Twenty-three for the said City of Peterborough. 

Excepted there-out is that portion along the easterly limit of the said parcel 

upon which the westerly walls of the building belonging to Daniel Dowdell and 

William Ryder (The Pig's Ear Tavern) are situate and that portion along the 

northerly limit of the said parcel upon which the southerly walls of the 

building belonging to the Federal Business Development Bank (King Arthur Steak 

House and Tavern) are situate. 

 

ARCHITECT - John E. Belcher DATE OF CONSTRUCTION - 1879 

 

ORIGINAL BUILDERS - Carlisle and Rutherford 

 

OWNER - Henry Chan 

 

SITE AND SETTING - The Morrow Building is situated in the central part of the 

city on the northeast corner of Brock and George streets. The building is bound 

by the King Arthur Steak House and Tavern to the north, the Pig's Ear Tavern to 

the east, George Street to the west and Brock Street to the south.  

 

 

SIGNIFICANCE - The Morrow Building was financed by Robert A. Morrow, the second 

last member of a family devoted to Peterborough development since the early 

1840's. It was originally designed as the local Post Office by John E. Belcher, 

one of Peterborough's most prominent architects and former city engineers who 

was responsible for the design of many local commercial and public buildings. 

Remarkable for its architectural expertise and beauty, the Morrow Building 

remains the last local commercial building built in the French Classic or Second 

Empire style. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - The Morrow Building stands on the piece of land at the 

northeast corner of Brock and George Streets originally deeded to John Benson in 

1835 and sold by sheriff's deed to Robert Chambers in 1824 who; in turn, sold to 

George Barker Hall the whole half acre for three hundred pounds. In the next 

year and a half, George Barker Hall sold portions to William Hall, Oughtry 

Morrow and Charles Hudson. Both William Hall and Charles Hudson later sold their 

portions while Oughtry Morrow, upon his death in 1848, willed his property to 

his young son Robert Archibald Morrow. It was Robert A. Morrow who would 

eventually build the structure known as the Morrow Building. 

 

Local development involved the Morrow family as early as 1840. Oughtry Morrow, 

for many years one of Peterborough's most respected storekeepers and merchants, 

was a land speculator, who owned various tracts of land in the town district. 

Upon his death in 1848, he willed his lands to his son Robert A. Morrow, who 

then bought and developed several other local areas including Thirty acre 

section in the southern part of Peterborough,(then North Monaghan Township) 

eventually known as Morrow Park. Deeply interested in Peterborough's 

agricultural development, Robert A. Morrow often gave financial assistance to 

the local Agricultural Society. It was Mr. Morrow who, in 1884, began leasing 

part of his acreage in North Monaghan Township to the Agricultural Society for 



use as an agricultural park. Robert A. Morrow's son, Harold, continued the 

Morrow family tradition by becoming one of Peterborough's most noted 

benefactors. It was he who eventually donated Morrow Park to the city and 

dedicated it to the honour and memory of his late father. The Morrow family 

home, acquired by Robert A. Morrow in 1875 and for seventy-seven years the home 

of Harold Morrow, was an impressive stone structure in North Monaghan Township 

just west of the town.  After a number of annexations, the Morrow home, 

originally known as ‘Clonsilla’, is today located on Sherbrooke Street within 

the confines of the city of Peterborough. 

 

Plans for the Morrow Building began in 1875. In that year, Robert A. Morrow 

asked local architect John E. Belcher to design an ornate building to be erected 

for commercial use on his long owned lot at the northeast corner of Brock and 

George Streets. 

 

The building already existing there, which contained John Fletcher's shoemaking 

business would apparently be demolished. It was fitting that Morrow should ask 

Mr. Belcher to design the building since it was he who was responsible for a 

number of the public buildings in Peterborough. Today some of Mr. Belcher's 

credits include the Market Hall and Clock Tower, the Kawartha-Haliburton 

Children's Aid Society and Peterborough Collegiate and Vocational School. 

It is difficult to say whether Mr. Morrow originally intended the building to be 

a post office. Since there was a five-year lapse between the planning and the 

actual building of the structure, it is highly possible that Mr. Morrow, in 

1875, intended the building for an as yet unspecified commercial use. At any 

rate, he must have received assurance sometime during that five years that the 

federal department would lease part of his newly proposed building for the ten 

thousand dollar investment opened in 1880 with the Peterborough Post Office 

occupying the ground floor. 

 

Lieutenant - Colonel H.C. Rogers, an officer from a celebrated United Empire 

Loyalist family who commanded a troop of the Prince of Wales' Royal Canadian 

Dragoon Guard, was the presiding post-master. The upper floors belonged to the 

Peterborough Club, a social club originating a few years' earlier. 

Over the years, the Morrow Building has seen many tenants. 

 

When the post office moved to a new location in 1888, the bottom floor became 

the premises of J.J. Hall - Inland Revenue (446 George Street) and J.J. Aylmer - 

Engineer - Trent Canal Office (448 George Street). Upon relocation in the mid 

1880's of the Peterborough Club, the Young Men's Christian Association office 

and the Trent Canal Office took up the second floor. When Harold Morrow received 

ownership of the building from his father in 1912, a great deal of leasing 

followed. By 1925, J.W. Watson, "Peterborough's Largest Retail Tire Dealer" 

occupied 446 George Street while George Matthews packing company occupied 442 

George Street. The second floor housed the Assembly Gospel Hall. In 19JO~ the 

bottom floor contained William Petrie's Shoe Repair and Morrow and Beatty 

Limited - engineering contractors. In 1945, Harold Morrow sold the Morrow 

building to Jane J. and Agnes Horsefield who occupied the millinery shop at 444 

George Street. Since then, many other businesses and organizations have been on 

the premises. The present owner of the Morrow Building, Henry Chan, obtained 

ownership in 1977, and has the first floor leased currently to Jim's Pizzaria, 

Hall and Gillespie Law Office and the hairstyling salon known as The Cut Above. 

The second floor contains Mr. Chan's flea market business and the third floor 

has been vacant for a number of years. 

Architecturally, the Morrow Building was and still remains a gem. It is the only 

commercial example of the French Classic or Second Empire style left in 

Peterborough. Upon its completion in 1880, the Peterborough Examiner proclaimed 

it as "an ornament to the town", while architect John E. Belcher proudly 



described his newest work: “It is in the French classic style with arcaded 

ground story from whence spring pilasters supporting a panelled frieze and 

medallioned cornice, with balustrade and pedimented windows. The Mansard roof 

has neatly designed cast-iron crestings. Above the facade on George St. is a 

central tower." Each floor had its own separate features, all fitting together 

to form a single magnificent unit. The first floor had large brick arched 

openings with stone voussoirs. Between each arch was a decorative circular grill 

and a decorative brick stringer course topped the pilasters supporting the brick 

arches. Within these arches were casement windows with semicircular transom 

lights above. The doors were four-panelled with the mouldings on the upper panel 

forming a rectangle whose top corners were rounded. The corner door at George 

and Brock Streets was a curved double door and a simple cornice completed the 

first floor.  

 

The second storey had long, rectangular double-hung windows with ornate stone 

cornices on decorative supports. A semi-circular cap sat on top of each cornice. 

The exception to these windows was the central Palladian or Serliana window 

below the tower. This arched window was flanked by two narrow rectangular 

windows. Above this window were numerous brackets supporting the entablature at 

the top of this storey. These brackets were repeated above each brick pilaster 

and brick dentils appeared under the entablature. At the corner sat a curved 

window adorned with a decorative wrought iron balcony. 

 

The third floor had a mansard roof punctured with windows within semi-circular 

dormers. A heavy balustrade continued between the pilasters supporting each 

dormer. Finials sat on this balustrade and flanked the window below the tower. 

The central window had three double hung windows, which sat under a semi-

circular dormer. The face of the dormer had a large fan cap and finial above. A 

dentilled entablature completed the mansard. On the roof, elaborate chimneys 

were capped with forms, which echoed the dormers and a decorative iron cresting 

surrounded the mansard.  

 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW - The Morrow building is 

French Classic or Second Empire Style with a symmetric front facade about the 

remains of a central tower. 

 

The first floor has large brick arched openings with stone voussoirs. Between 

each arch is a small decorative circular grill and topping the pilasters 

supporting the arches is a brick stringer course. A covered entrance at the 

southwest corner of the building shelters the door to 442 George Street. The 

first storey also contains a cornice. 

 

The second storey contains long, rectangular, double hung windows with a curved 

window at the southwest corner. Ornate stone cornices on decorative supports top 

these windows. The central Palladian or Serliana window below the tower has a 

narrow rectangular window on each side. The brackets above this window support 

the entablature and are identical to the ones above each brick pilaster. 

Numerous brick dentils appear under the entablature. 

The mansard roof has windows with semi-circular dormers. The central window has 

three double hung windows under a larger, semi-circular dormer. A dentilled 

entablature completes the mansard and plain chimneys sit on top. 

 

Prepared by Gina Basciano 

June 27, 1982 

 


