
The Grover Nicholls 

 House 

415 Rubidge Street, Peterborough 
 

LOT AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 415 Rubidge Street, Peterborough. 

Situated one Block E. - also known as Lots 14 and 15 south of Brock Street and 

west of George Street. 

 

ORIGINAL OWNER: Rev. Peter Colin Campbell 

 

OWNERS & OCCUPANTS, 1977: The Masonic Lodge A.F.& A.M., Peterborough. 

 

DATE CONSTRUCTION COMMENCED:  Built in 1847 for P. M. Grover. 

Changed in 1853 by Robert Nicholls. Added to in 1952. 

 

ARCHITECT: Unknown 

 

CONTRACTOR AND/OR BUILDER: Unknown 

 

SITE & SETTING: The building is situated in the center of a large block of flat 

land surrounded on four sides by streets.  St. Peter's Cathedral occupies the 

block to the south and St. Andrew's Church and manse occupy the block to the 

north. The buildings to the east and the west were, in their prime, some of the 

finest dwellings in Peterborough. The area still retains much of its former 

elegance although many of the older dwellings have been renovated into 

apartments, put to other uses or have been replaced by St. Peter's Separate 

School. It is located a short distance west of the main business district. The 

plantings compliment the building, acting as a frame rather than a screen. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE:  An outstanding example of Greek Revival Architecture, modified in 

the Palladian manner. A type of building rare in Ontario. It was probably 

inspired by a "a design for a villa" appearing in Minard Lafever's MODERN 

BUILDER'S GUIDE, 1833. The local Masonic Lodge held their first Peterborough 

meetings in this house from 1848 to 1853, and in 1950 purchased the home for 

their permanent quarters. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:  The Abstract of Title from the Ontario Registry Office, 

County of Peterborough, states that the Reverend Peter Colin Campbell was issued 

a Patent on the 16th day of October 1843 from the Crown. The Reverend Campbell 

was professor at Queen's College, Kingston, and later was appointed Principal of 

the University of Aberdeen, Scotland. The lot contained one and one-half acres, 

and the purchase price was one hundred and eight pounds. 

On November 26th, 1846 Peregrine M. Grover purchased the property, and built the 

center portion of the house. On June 15th, 1847, it was sold to Louis Moffatt. 

On November 27th, 1850, Robert and Charlotte Jane Nicholls purchased the 

property and added the two side wings and probably the front portico. 

During the ownership of the Otonabee Chapter 13 of the Oddfellows (under the 

name of Louis Moffatt) it was leased to the first Masonic Lodge in Peterborough. 

This Lodge, Corinthian 101, held its first meeting here on October 31st, 1849, 

and its final meeting on April 20th, 1853, prior to the occupancy of the Robert 

Nicholls. 

The Executors of the Charlotte Jane Nicholls Estate sold the property to William 

Haydon Hamilton on the 29th of October 1906, and the house and property remained 

in the Hamilton family until it was sold, in 1950, to the Masonic Order in 

Peterborough. 

 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: The Grover Nicholls 

House is built of quarried stone in the Classical style of the temple-with-wings 

form. The center block contains two storeys, each with three bays. The entrance 
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is on one side with two French windows to the north. On either side of the 

center block is a one storey wing, each with two bays, giving the house a seven 

bay facade. The low gable end front of the center block is completed with a 

projecting monumental pediment supported by four square columns or piers, capped 

by simple moundings, creating a two storey classical portico. The roof trim has 

a boxed cornice and a plain frieze. The flat roofs of the two, one storey side 

wings, are finished with parapets with entablatures, creating a visual extension 

of the string course which divides the two storeys of the center block. These 

parapet roofs are supported by columns, or piers, which are one storey copies of 

the tall center columns and are flush with the front wall of the center block. 

Thus, the side wings are set back forming deep embrasures. 

The stonework is of small stones laid in random coursed rubble, with squared 

quoins at the corners and around the openings. The original chimneys, located on 

either side of the center block, are single stacks, also of stone. The wood head 

and side surrounds of all seven ground storey openings are moulded trim with 

corner rosettes. The french windows are surmounted by transoms. The windows on 

the sides of the building and on the second storey front facade are double hung 

sash windows, each sash containing six panes. The four panel door may be 

original. 

Marian Macrea, in THE ANCESTRAL ROOF, Toronto, 1963, writes, on pages 138-9: 

"The Peterborough house… is handled with a breadth and exuberance of 

composition… The sweeping boldness of the wing architraves could only be 

supported visually by pillars of such weight that they may be considered piers. 

Perhaps this builder owned a pattern-book. If he did, he shut it firmly before 

be began to draw. This is a Classical temple in the vernacular, countryman's 

Classic."  

A large meeting hall, finished in rough cast plaster, was added to the rear of 

this house. Its corner stone bears the date 1952. 
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