
ST. PETER'S RECTORY 
411 Reid St. 

LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 411 Reid Street; Peterborough, Ont L 16 N Hunter W 
George. 
 
Owner: The Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of the Diocese of Peterborough. 
 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1860-65 (Militia Rolls) 
 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: One of the Catholic holdings which surround St. Peter's Cathedral, this house is 
an early example of the simple Tuscan-Italianate style of architecture as it developed in this area. 
It was the home of John J. Hall for about twenty years prior to becoming the rectory for the 
Cathedral in 1887. It still serves in this capacity today. 
 
SITE AND SETTING: The Rectory is flanked by the Bishop's Palace to the west and by the 
"church blocks" to the east. It is at the hub of the fine residential district of the nineteenth century. 
The Rectory makes an admirable contribution to a distinguished area which includes St. Peter's 
Cathedral, The Grover-Nicholls Mansion, and St. Andrews United Church. 
 
 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: St. Peter's Rectory was built between 1860 and 1865 as the home 
of John J. Hall, son of Judge George Barker Hall of Beavermead. In l883 the Hall property was 
purchased by Mr. George A. Cox who quickly resold it, along with 350 Hunter St. (which later 
became the "Bishop's Palace"), to Bishop Dowling who had it renovated for a parsonage. In order 
to gain more area, the Bishop had the mansard top storey added to replace the original hip roof. 
For the last ninety years the building has served as a residence for the priests attached to the 
Cathedral Parish. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING: Originally a rectangular, two storey, three bay, hip roof 
dwelling, the mansard roof, added under Bishop Dowling in the 1880's, is the building's dominant 
feature today. There are three identical dormers on each of the north, east, and south sides and 
one on the west side. 
A verandah, which surrounded the house on the north, east, and south sides, was removed in 
1968-9. The original door has been removed and a two storey addition was added to the rear in 
1893. 


