
Heritage Designation Status Sheet 
 

Street Address:  399 Parkhill Road 

Roll Number:  151403002005800 

Pin Number:  280870018 

Short Legal Description:  
PLAN 39 PT LOT 21 RP 45R9997 PARTS 1 & 2 
AM304 

Name of Owner(s):  Steele, Marcia Florence 

Owners Mailing Address:  399 Parkhill Rd., Peterborough, ON K9H 3J2 

Owners Concurrence:  Yes 

Designation Application Note:  Heritage designation requested by owner 

PACAC application review date:  November 12th, 2002 

On-Site Evaluation Date:  October 11th, 2002 

Evaluation Category:  B 

Evaluators:  Michelle Townsend, Jim Leonard 

Heritage Type:  Built Heritage - buildings 

Designation Type:  Ontario Heritage Act - Part IV  

Designation Brief Completion Date:  June 2003 

Designation Brief Completed By:  Michelle Townsend 

PACAC Application Approval Date:  August 2003 

Date Submitted to City Clerk:  September 2003 

Date "Notice of Intention to Designate":  

Objections Note:  

Date Approved by City Council:  

Bylaw Number:  

 



"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of the 
heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage Designation Report 
constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under the Ontario Heritage Act. The 
Heritage Designation Report is available for viewing in the City Clerk's office during 
regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION 
 
The McFadden House, constructed in 1859, is an excellent example of the Ontario Gothic 
style as it developed in the Peterborough area. The structure was owned and built by 
James McFadden, a prominent Irish immigrant and businessman in the City. The house is 
significant for its retention of original materials and millwork- shiplap siding, windows, and 
porch elements- as well as its unusual easterly orientation perpendicular to the street. 
 
Current Owners:  Marcia Steele 
 
Original Owner:  James McFadden 
 
Architect:  Unknown 
 
Date of Construction:  1859-1860 
 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING: 
 
The McFadden House is situated in the area of Donegal Street to the east and Park Street 
to the west. The house is set on the south side of Parkhill Road. At the time of 
construction, Parkhill Road was known as Smith Street and was the northern boundary 
between the City of Peterborough and Smith Township. The house is unusual due to its 
orientation on the street the front facade of the house is oriented to the east, instead of 
north to face the road, due to the fact that James McFadden owned the property right over 
to Donegal Street( see map}. 
The property at 399 Parkhill Road originally ran east to Donegal Street and incorporated 
lots 20 and 21. According to the chain of title, the original grant to James McFadden was 
for AIl 3/5, acre. In 1875, James McFadden severed the "west part with front of H4ft. On 
Smith St. U for U$1.00 to Martin McFadden." On the east portion of the original grant land, 
James built a two storey, two bay red brick house in the late 1880's. This house is also still 
in existence, and is now known by the municipal addressing system as 391 Parkhill Road. 
This area of Peterborough is residential, and contains buildings dating from the mid-to late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
 



SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply to all 
elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, chimneys, together with 
construction materials of wood, brick, stone, plaster parging, metal and glazing, their 
related building techniques and landscape features: 
 
Good example of Ontario Gothic style of architecture; 
 
Building conspicuous due to its eastern orientation (not oriented to the north and the main 
street); 
 
Category B classification under PACAC heritage evaluation criteria; 
 
Rectangular wood frame with shiplap siding and medium pitched gables either side of the 
structure; 
 
Three bay front facade with center entrance on the first storey, with a peaked gable and 
window above it on the second storey; 
 
Original squared-topped, double-hung windows, 6/6 on main floor, 6/1 on second storey, 
and 311 double-hung square-topped sash window in tl1& upper gable; 
 
Original main door with small panned transom window; 
 
Original chimney on north end of building; 
 
Front porch with original soffits and fascia, with tongue and groove design on porch 
ceiling; 
 
Architectural Description: 
 
The McFadden House presents a typical example of the Ontario Gothic Style as 
influenced vernacular architecture in the Peterborough area. The house is rectangular in 
shape with a setback kitchen ell on the south end. Both the ell and the main blaock are 
clad in shiplap siding. The main house features a medium pitched gable roof.  The 
structure is unusually sited facing east, perpendicular to the street.  
 
The three bay front facade has a center entrance with a steeply peaked wall dormer 
breaking the eaves line above. A multi light transom is located above the original door 
although it has been covered over with plywood. The main wood door, has. plain surround 
sides with a architrave type of plain with embrasure. The door itself is a recessed three 
panel on the lower half, and a single pane window in the upper half of it. 
 
The walls on either side of the entrance are broken in the center by square topped, 6/6 
double hung sash wood windows, with plain sides and a lug-sill. The window in the dormer 



centered above the door appears to be a 6/6, but is hard to tell because of an air 
conditioner has been installed in it, and it is also protected with a storm window. The north 
facade is two bays with windows balanced on the wall with equal distances spaced 
between them vertically. The lower windows of the north facing gable end are the same as 
those flanking the front door, being 6/6 double hung sash wood with lug sills and being the 
same size, the upper floor windows are slightly smaller but are still  6/6 double hung sash 
wood windows with lug-sills. On the south facade of the main structure is two bay with the 
windows being on the upper floor level looking to the street the window on the right is a 
double sash with a mullion between, each window is a 1/4-3/4 below, 3/1 double hung 
wood sash windows, with lug-sills. The window to the left has been replaced at some time. 
 
The attached structure on the south facade is set back by about 3 feet from the main front 
facade, and is a two bay shiplap structure. The window is the same as the main floor 
windows of the main building, the door is also original On the south facade of this part you 
can see the where another structure had been attached at some time therefore matching 
Goad's Fire Insurance map. 
 
The chimney on the north end of the structure is original, as are the soffits and fascia on 
the front porch. The porch and porch ceiling features a tongue and groove design and are 
new within the last couple of years, and are sensitive to the original house in style. 
 
 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE: 
 
The McFadden House is an excellent example of the Simple Ontario Gothic Style, and is 
typical of architecture dating-to the-third quarter of the nineteenth century. The structure 
dates from an early period in the City's history, and has been owned by only three families 
since its construction. James McFadden built the house in the late 1850's or early 1860's. 
and it was assessed at $670.00 at the time of its construction. The-house is currently 
being restored, and still retains its original windows, doors, northern chimney, and shiplap 
siding. 
 
Historical Background: 
 
James McFadden, an Irish immigrant, arrived in Peterborough in 1849 with Martin 
McFadden. A prominent Peterborough family, the McFadden's operated a funeral parlour, 
casket and furniture business at 186 Hunter Street. James McFadden received the- crown 
patent for the land in July of 1854. According to the Fleming map of 1845, this block of 
land had originally been set aside as burial grounds for a cemetery. McFadden built a 
shanty on the land, which was replaced by a house ca. 1859-1860. James lived in this 
house until 1875, when he built another home at what is now 391 Parkhill Road. 
 
In November 1875, Martin McFadden is listed as the owner of 399 Parkhill Road. The 
McFadden family occupied the house until about 1895, at which point the home was 
tented to various employees of the furniture and funeral business, McFadden & Sons. . 
 



From 1922 to 1925 J. Gerald McFadden lived on the property, and when J. G. McFadden 
moved to 391 Parkhill, the house was once again rented to employees. The house was 
sold to Vernon Ferguson on December 22nd, 1941 by Rev. Victor G. and Gertrude 
McFadden, who were executors of the will of J. G. McFadden. The house at 399 Parkhill 
Road remained in the Ferguson family until 29th October, 1993, when it was sold to the 
present owner, Marcia Steel, by Wayne Ferguson.  
 
The 1875 Bird's Eye View of Peterborough Map shows this house as a 1 storey dwelling 
with a verandah across the eastern facade. Goad's Fire Insurance Map of 1915/1925 also 
shows four shed roofed additions to the structure, running straight down from the South 
Facade. Examination of the present building you can see where these additions were 
attached to the kitchen wing, with the siding being of a smaller size, where they had been 
attached. 
 
Legal research by: Michelle Townsend 
 
Historical research: Michelle Townsend & Jim Leonard 
 
Photographs by: Michelle Townsend, Jim Leonard & Marcia Steele 
 
Prepared by: Michelle Townsend 
 
Brief completed on August 11th, 2003 
 
 


