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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 
 
 

Street Address: 
 

396 Downie Street 

Roll Number:  030070129000000 
 
PIN Number:  
 

 
280890045 

Short Legal Description:  
 

PT LT 17 S OF HUNTER & W OF 
GEORGE ST PL 1 PETERBOROUGH 
AS IN R653843; PETERBOROUGH 

 
Names of Owners:    
     

 
Graham Taylor 

Owners’ Mailing Address:   
 

396 Downie Street, Peterborough, 
ON K9H 4J3 

Owners’ Concurrence: 
 

Yes 

PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

February 8, 2005 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
 

October 6, 2004 

Evaluation Category:   
 

A 

Evaluators:   
 
 

Susan Schappert 

Heritage Type:  
        

Built Heritage 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 

Designation Brief Completion Date:  
     

January 2005 

PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

February 8, 2005 

Designation Brief Completed by: 
 

Susan Schappert 

Submission Date: 
 

      

Objections Noted: 
 

      

Comments:       
 
 



"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION 
 
Built circa 1901, 396 Downie Street has historical value as an excellent example 
of the large and elaborate homes occupied by Peterborough’s wealthier public 

servants and merchants.   
The house was constructed for H.C. 
Rogers, the City of Peterborough’s 
Postmaster, who only occupied the home 
for 2 years.  In 1903 the building was sold 
to William Conway, who was the manager 
of the prosperous Grafton & Co. clothing 
store located at 379 George Street.  
Conway and his family lived in the house 
for more than 20 years.   
The house also has strong historical value 
in its connection to one of the educational 
leaders of Peterborough.  In the late 
1920’s Henry R.H. Kenner bought the 
house, then principal of Peterborough 
Collegiate Vocational Institute.  Kenner 
retired in 1943, after 50 years as the 
principal of PCVS, and was later awarded 
an honorary PhD from the University of 
Toronto.  In 1952, the new secondary 
school in Peterborough was named 

Kenner Collegiate Institute in honor of his dedicated service.  
396 Downie Street has architectural value as an excellent representation of the 
Queen Anne style, with its large, irregular but balanced, massing and half-
timbered gables.   The 
1920’s wrap-around 
verandah features 
composite columns and 
brackets under the 
verandah roof.  These 
hallmarks of the Queen 
Anne style make 396 
Downie Street a strong 
example of a manner of 
architecture that was 



commonly used by the prosperous classes. 
 
CURRENT OWNER:  Graham Taylor  
 
ORIGINAL OWNER:  H.C. Rogers 
 
ARCHITECT: Unknown 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:  1900-1901 
 
BUILDER: Unknown 
 
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  
Category A heritage properties are: 
"individually outstanding and have the 
broadest heritage significance in the City 
by virtue of architectural, historical, and 
environmental criteria along with overall 
integrity of design and construction. 
"Category A" properties generally hold 
provincial and/or national significance". 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING: 
 
Set in a residential neighborhood of late 19th and early 20th century houses, 396 
Downie Street is set back from the street on a small hilltop.  Surrounded by 
mature trees and gardens, the house towers over the Regency cottage to the 
south, but is similar in style and massing to the house to the north.  Just a block 
away from the Bishop’s Palace and St. Peter’s Cathedral and Rectory, 396 
Downie Street is located west of the downtown core.  
 

 
 



 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, 
plaster parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and 
landscape features: 
 
Exterior Attributes: 
 

 Irregular massing of the 2 ½ storey building   

 Red brick walls resting on stone 

foundation  

 Double stack chimneys 

 Original fenestration, including the oriel 

window on the second storey of the 

front façade 

 Original windows, including all stained 

glass, and transoms 

 Beaux Arts style verandah with 

composite columns, brackets, and ‘V’ 

groove ceiling 

 Original soffits and fascia 

 Double leafed entry doors  

 The rear basement entryway, including doors, and12 pane fixed window, 

with 8 pane triangular window above. 

 

 



 

 

 


