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Heritage Designation Status Sheet 
 
 
Street Address:     383 George St. North 
 
Roll Number:      151404005020900 
 
PIN Number:      28103007 
 
Short Legal Description: 
 
FIRSTLY: 383 George Street, being part of Lot 1, Registered plan 152, Formerly part of 
Lot 1, South of Hunter and West of George Street, City of Peterborough, County of 
Peterborough, and Part of Lot 2, South of Hunter and West of George Street, City of 
Peterborough, County of Peterborough designated as Part 1 on Reference Plan 45R-
11266. 
 
SECONDLY: Part of Lot 2, South of Hunter Street and West of George Street, City of 
Peterborough, County of Peterborough, designated as Part 2 on reference Plan 45R-
11266 and Subject to a right-of-way in favour of those entitled thereto over Part of Lot 2, 
South of Hunter Street and West of George Street, City of Peterborough, County of 
Peterborough, designated as Part 2 on Reference Plan 45R-1266. 
 
THIRDLY: Together with a right-of-way over Part of Lot 2 and 3, South of Hunter Street, 
West of George Street, City of Peterborough, County of Peterborough designated as 
Parts 8,10, 11, 122, 13, 14 and 15, on Reference Plan 45R-1443, subject to 
encroachments on said Parts 8, 10 and 15 shown on the said Plan. Part 8 being part of 
Lot 2. Part 10 being part of Lots 2 and 3. Parts 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 being part of Lot 2. 
 
Name of Owner(s):     Elizabeth Bierk 
 
Owner’s Mailing Address: 383 George St. N 

Peterborough, ON, K9H 3R2. 
 

Owner’s Concurrence:    yes    /    no 
 
Designation Application Start:   April 2003. 
 
On-Site Evaluation Date:    May 30, 2003.  
 
PACAC Application Approval Date:  June 2003. 
 
Heritage Evaluation Classification:  A 
 
On-Site Evaluators:     Jim Leonard, Basia Baklinski 
 



Heritage Type:     Built Heritage – buildings 
             
    
Designation Type:     Ontario Heritage Act - Part IV 
 
Designation Brief Completion Date:  November 14, 2003. 
 
Designation Brief Completed By:   Jim Leonard 

 
Date Submitted to City Clerk/Planning:  November 19 2003    
 
Objections Note:     not applicable. 

 



"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of the 
heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage Designation Report 
constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under the Ontario Heritage Act. 
The Heritage Designation Report is available for viewing in the City Clerk's office during 
regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF THE REASONS FOR DESIGNATION: 
 
The Bierk building is a good example of mid Victorian commercial architecture. The 
building holds a prominent place in the core of downtown Peterborough and is noted for 
its elongated windows with segmental tops on the second and third storeys and round 
topped windows on the fourth storey, all set in recessed brick panels. Also of note are 
iron pilasters flanking the ground floor façade. 383 George Street was originally the 
Bradburn drygoods store, built by Thomas Bradburn and James Stevenson in 1860. 
The design for the building is credited to Buffalo, New York architect, John Harley 
Selkirk (1808-1878) and was rendered in the "Buffalo Style". From the 1890s to the 
1950s the building was the location of the Robert Fair and Company store, noted for the 
golden lion sculpture over the main entrance. Later it was the Bata Shoe outlet. 
 
HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED: 
 
-Good example of mid-Victorian commercial architecture, built by Thomas Bradburn and 
James Stevenson; 
 
-Likely designed by Buffalo, New York architect, John Harley Selkirk (1808-1878). 
 
-One of the first brick commercial blocks constructed in downtown Peterborough (circa 
1860). 
 
-Location of the Thomas Bradburn drygood business, Robert Fair Company and Bata 
Shoe Store and studio and gallery of Canadian artist, David Bierk. 
 
-Tall, rectangular massing; 
 
-Red brick street façade; 
 
-Narrow, recessed brick panels framing window openings from second storey to top 
storey; 
 
-Original window openings on George Street façade with wood sills and brick voussoirs; 
 
-Iron pilasters flanking ground floor façade; 
 



CONTEXT - SITE AND SETTING: 
 
383 George Street is a prominent landmark in downtown Peterborough. It holds a 
commanding presence with its four storey height - particularly since the adjacent 
buildings to the north and south no longer share a common roofline. The building once 
to the north of 383 George was the Cluxton Block (demolished in the mid 1970s). The 
building to the south originally had a fourth storey and a decorative cornice line 
matching the one on 383 George Street - all removed around 1913. 
 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 
 
383 George Street is a familiar and prominent commercial block in the downtown core. 
It retains its original window openings set in elongated brick recesses, along with iron 
pilasters on the street level. It was designed in the "Buffalo style" by John Harley Selkirk 
(1808-1878). Although the building has been undergone several renovations it retains 
architectural integrity. 
 
FRONT / STREET FACADE 
 
The street facade of this tall, rectangular commercial building, faces George Street. The 
flat roof, slopes to the back of the building, where at about the half-way mark in the 
length of the building, the structure drops down to two (2) storeys. 
 
The street facade presents four storeys. On the ground floor, two (2) original decorative 
iron pilasters flank the street facade. These pilasters are the only surviving elements of 
the original storefront. The second (2), third (3) and fourth (4) storey facades have been 
renovated but remain faithful to the original detailing, except for the cornice on the upper 
storey (removed about 1913). In the late 1990s David Bierk acquired the building and 
adorned the lost cornice area with a mural waterscape. 
 
The solid red brick walls are laid in a stretcher bond on the front and in common bond 
elsewhere. They are carried on three brick courses above a stone foundation. The front 
facade was carefully cleaned and re-painted during the Bierk renovations. 
 
The second and third floor facade has five bays, with the three bays of single windows 
set in a recessed brick panel. The fourth and fifth bays share this recess. This bay is 
also the original central bay of 381 and 383 George Street, North. The fourth floor only 
has four bays of windows. These windows are comprised of 5 bays with 3 of the bays 
being identical in size, with segmental arches and radiating brick voussoirs. The plain 
window trim and lugged sills are composed of wood. These three bays of windows are. 
four-over-four, double-hung single pane windows, common for this time period, with 
very narrow glazing bars. The other two (2), bays contain very narrow semi-circular 
topped windows, which are two-over-two double-hung with very narrow glazing bars, 
paired in what was originally the central bay of the building. The last bay was removed 
when the fourth floor of 379-381 George Street was demolished about 1913. 



 
SOUTH FACADE 
 
This is a common-wall with 381 George Street, North. Although part of the fourth floor 
wall is showing, it has had vinyl siding put up during the Bierk renovations due to 
deterioration of the bricks and mortar joints. 
 
WEST FACADE 
 
This facade has also been renovated, with no remnants of the original building surviving 
beyond the two brick wall jams on either side of the modern window and door 
replacements. This facade is only two storeys in height - gently sloping back on a 2:12 
pitch. 
 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 
 
This George Street commercial block, was built by James Stevenson and Thomas 
Bradburn, in 1860 by John Harley Selkirk, a noted architect from Buffalo, New York. It 
was one of the first brick buildings on George Street. The Bradburn-Stevenson building 
was completed after the devastating fire of 1860, which destroyed a good portion of the 
original downtown core. 
 
Mr. Bradburn operated a general store in the north half of the building (now 383 George 
Street North). Mr. Stevenson managed a hardware store in the south half, (now part of 
381 George Street). 
 
The other section of 381 George Street was originally part of Mrs Joseph Dixon's 
building. The pillars running down the middle of front facade of the structure marks the 
original wall separating 379 and 381 George Street. 
Following Mr. Bradburn’s retirement from business in the early 1890's, Robert Fair 
operated a dry goods store for more than 40 years. Above the main entrance of the Fair 
Company store was a familiar sign of the Golden Lion (seen in several archival images). 
 
In the early 1960s through the 1970s it was the location of the Thomas Bata Shoe store. 
Later it was the Singer Sewing Machine Company outlet. 
 
383 George Street remained in the Bradburn family until 1998 when it was sold to 
Canadian artist, Mr. David Bierk(1944-2002) as his studio and the Bierkart gallery. 
 
David Bierk was born in Appleton, Minnesota, 1944. He studied at the California College 
of Arts and Crafts in Oakland, California, and the Humboldt State University in Arcata, 
California, where he completing his Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts. In his early 
work, he followed the West Coast Pop and Photo Realism School of Art. 
 



In 1972, Bierk moved to Canada, settling in Peterborough, Ontario. He was the founder 
and former director of Artspace, a multi-disciplinary, artist-run centre for contemporary 
art in Peterborough. 
 
David Bierk became best-known for adopting his California background to typically 
Canadian subjects, as in Hockey Night in Canada (1973), The Laundromat, A Canadian 
Interior (1975), and The Cremation of Sam McGee (Canada Post stamp, 1976). His 
Portrait of Queen Elizabeth (1981) for the Peterborough Memorial Centre, measuring 
12' x 8' is believed to be the largest portrait of the Queen in North America. Also of note 
are his multiple fold paintings, which developed out of his earlier rock series. Bierk's 
work is generally classified as "Postmodernist". His work is widely represented, among 
others in The National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa. 
 
David Bierk died on August 28, 2002 in Peterborough. 
 
CREDITS: 
 
Megan Roberts, Michelle Townsend, Jim Leonard. 
 
 


