
ST. PETER'S CATHEDRAL CENTRE 

379 Rubidge St. 

LOCATION & LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 379 Rubidge Street, Peterborough, Ontario 
"Block C" also known as Lots 14 & 15 South of Hunter and West of George Streets. 
 
OWNER: The Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of the Diocese of Peterborough. 
 
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: 1865 and 1890 (from Church Archives) 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: Built as a school in 1865, this structure served in this capacity until 1970. 
The 1865 north half was erected in the style of a Regency/Gothic residence. The 1890 
south half introduced Italianate details. Now the Cathedral Centre, it is a good example of 
how fine architecture can be recycled. 
 
SITE AND SETTING: The property consists of the entire “BLOCK C" bounded by 
Rubidge, Scott, Reid and Hunter Streets. The building is situated on the western half of 
the property with lawns at the rear and the parking lot at the front.  
Trinity United Church occupies the adjacent block to the south and St. Peter's Cathedral 
the one on the north side. On the east and west sides are fine nineteenth century 
residential areas. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: In 1854 a rough-cast one and a half storey school building 
was erected on this property. It consisted of two rooms, one for boys and the other for 
girls. In 1864 it was destroyed by fire but was replaced the following year by a solid brick 
building which forms the north half of the present structure. In design it followed the 
prevailing Regency/Gothic style with a centre gable, surrounding verandahs and a kitchen 
wing. In 1867 a school on Murray Street was built for the boys and four Sisters of the 
Congregation of Notre Dame established a day and boarding school for girls in this 
building which, in time, grew to have 271 day pupils and 25 boarders. In the fall of, 1890 a 
39x52 foot addition consisting of four class-rooms was erected on the south side of the old 
building at a cost of $4,300. In 1902 The Notre Dame Sisters withdrew and were replaced 
by five Sisters of St. Joseph. Sometime during the early 1940’s the St. Joseph Sisters 
moved elsewhere and their quarters were converted into classrooms to accommodate two 
grades of boys. In June, 1970 the Separate School Board ceased to rent the building for 
educational purpose and the diocese initiated renovations which turned it into a centre for 
various parish activities. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING: This solid brick building comprises two main 
rectangular sections. The northern 1865 part is two and a half storeys high with seven 
bays, a centre gable and a centre entrance. It has a compatible rear wing on Reid Street. 
The southern 1890 part is two and a half storeys high, with three bays, a centre gable and 
an offset main entrance. 
 
The 1865 section has a cross gable roof trimmed with a boxed cornice, sloped soffit and 
frieze. The roof is broken by four dormers with overhanging eaves, two at the front and 
two at the rear. A small decorative panel graces, the peak of the centre gable on the front 
facade. This centre gable and frontispiece project slightly sand are offset by pilasters. The 
rectangular main window openings have radiating voussoir head surrounds and lug-sills. 
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They contain double hung six pane sash windows. There are two multi-pane round-top 
windows in the rear facade. The rectangular main entrance, with its radiating voussoir 
head surround, is located in the centre of the 1865 section. It contains sidelights, a 
transom of three panes and a four panel door. There is one chimney on the 
rear facade. 
 
The 1890 addition projects in front of the 1865 section and has pilasters at the corners. 
The medium hip roof is trimmed with a plain box cornice. The slightly projecting 
frontispiece, edged with pilasters, has a gable at the top which breaks the roof line; as do 
the centre gable in the older section. Except for the frontispiece and the paneled chimney 
at the rear, pilasters are placed between all the windows. A string or belt course divides 
the upper and lower storeys. Except in the frontispiece the windows are similar to those in 
the older section. In the frontispiece, the grouping of three narrow windows on each storey 
with the higher round-top window in the centre of the gable reflects the Italianate 
influence. The entrance is offset to the right is segmental in shape and has an arch 
radiating voussoir with keystone head surround. It contains side lights and a multi-pane 
transom. The door has four panels. 
 
There is a partial basement under the 1865 section and a full basement with large 
windows under the 1890 addition. The wall material in both is cut stone. 
 


