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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 
 
 
 

Street Address: 
 

361 Park Street, North 

Roll Number:  
 

030-050-00200-0000 

PIN Number:  
 

280840157 

Short Legal Description:  
 
 

Pt Lts 32 & 33, Pl 65,  amended by Pl 
79, amended by Pl 88 

Names of Owners:    
 
     

Mary Christine Symons, 
Thomas H.B. Symons, 

Owners’ Mailing Address:   
 
 

361 Park Street, North 
Peterborough, Ontario K9H 4P7 

Owners’ Concurrence: 
 

Yes 

PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

February 2004 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
  

February 2004 

Evaluation Category:   
  

A 

Evaluators:   
 
 

Christopher Greene, Linda Chandler, 
Basia Baklinski 

Heritage Type:  
        

Built Heritage – historical associations 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 

Designation Brief Completion Date:  
     

February 2004 

PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

February 2004 

Designation Brief Completed by: 
 

Christopher Greene 

Submission Date: 
 

February 16, 2004 

Objections Noted: 
 

 

Comments:  
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"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION 
 
The house is a well-preserved early example of the substantial homes built by 
the political and economic leaders of Peterborough as it entered a period of 
prosperity and growth in the middle of the nineteenth century.  The architecture is 
simple and straightforward, but its generous proportions and substantial 
character distinguish it from many other buildings of its period.  It is also notable 
as an early example of brick construction, which was still relatively uncommon in 
the city in 1850. 
 
The house is also noteworthy for its historical associations. George Boulton for 
whom the house was built, was part of the influential Toronto Boulton family who 
were among the most prominent members of the “Family Compact”.  He was a 
minister in the Provincial government, a financier, and a major investor in the 
Cobourg and Peterborough Railway.  From 1857 until the end of the century it 
was home to the family of the Rev. John Gilmour, who established a mission to 
the native people about 1837 on the Chemong road and became minister to the 
city’s first Baptist congregation.  The noted novelist and literary critic Robertson 
Davies owned the house during the years 1951 to 1963, when he was the editor 
and publisher of the Peterborough Examiner.  Since that time it has been 
occupied by Tom Symons, the founding president of Trent University, and his 
wife Christine. 
 
Current Owners:  Thomas H.B. and Mary Christine Symons 
 
Original Owner:  Hon. George Boulton 
 
Architect:  Unknown 
 
Date of Construction:  1850 
 
Builder:  Unknown 
 
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  Category A heritage properties are: 
"individually outstanding and have the broadest heritage significance in the City 
by virtue of architectural, historical, and environmental criteria along with overall 
integrity of design and construction. "Category A" properties generally hold 
provincial and/or national significance". 
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CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING: 
 
The house is set back from the street, behind a low iron picket fence, on a large 
landscaped lot on the west side of Park Street.  It is one of the largest and most 
prominent houses in this area of substantial homes dating from the latter half of 
the nineteenth century and the early twentieth century.  The property, originally in 
Monaghan Township, marks the border between the original city and the “west 
end” which was built up at the end of the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
 
 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, plaster 
parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and landscape 
features: 
 
Brick walls- Flemish bond on east & south facades, stretcher bond on the west & 
north; 
 
low limestone foundation; 
 
low-sloped hipped roof including wide eaves, plain fascia and soffits with an 
interior molding; 
 
all brick chimneys; 
 
all windows together with the openings, lintels as plastered and painted, lugged 
wooden sills with simple molding beneath, molded wooden frames, 2/2, 4/4, 6/6, 
6/3 and fixed  window sash, muntins and glazing; 
 
painted cast iron cresting; 
 
all entrances and their openings including single and double leaved doors 
together with wooden panels, fanlight, molded wood trim, wood frames, sills, 
muntins and glazing; 
 
plastered walls and attendant wood framing. 
 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
 
The large irregularly shaped house is constructed of solid brick above a very low 
limestone foundation.  The brick is laid in Flemish bond on the east (front) and 
south facades and in stretcher bond on the west and north.  There is a low-
sloped hipped roof above wide eaves with plain fascia and soffits with an interior 
molding.  There are three chimneys: one in the center, one in the eastern bay of 
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the north façade, and one partly exterior chimney in the eastern bay of the south 
façade.  Except as noted, all windows have plain lintels extending beyond the 
frames which appear to be plastered and are painted; have lugged wooden sills 
with a simple molding underneath; have simple molded wooden frames, and 
contain 2/2 wooden sashes. 
 
EAST (FRONT) FAÇADE 
 
The southern two bays of the three-bay façade project about seven feet forward 
giving the impression of a two-bay entrance front. There are three windows on 
the second story and one in the southern bay of the first.  The entire northern bay 
on the first floor is occupied by a projecting sun-porch constructed by the present 
owners within the last forty years. 
 
The central bay contains the main entrance, behind a projecting brick vestibule, 
which may be of later construction.  This vestibule has a flat roof surrounded by 
painted cast iron cresting, a plain boxed cornice, and a plain frieze. The doorway 
of the vestibule has a double-leaved door with glass panes above square fielded 
panels.  It is surmounted by a fanlight and is surrounded by molded wood trim 
consisting of a segmental arch between two uprights.  A Roy photograph dated 
1925 shows the doorway with a transom instead of the fanlight and without 
exterior wooden trim. 
 
SOUTH FAÇADE 
 
The three-bay façade is broken, with the western bay recessed about six feet.  
The eastern bay contains a partly external chimney extending through both 
stories.  The central bay projects slightly. The Roy photograph shows that it 
originally contained a three-sided bay window on the first story, a single window 
on the second, and a closed gable or pediment with projecting cornices.  Since 
the time of that photograph, a bay window has been built above the one on the 
first floor with plastered walls covered with wooden strips to create rectangular 
panels. Its roof is flat and the plain boxed metal cornice carries the line of the 
base of the pediment around the bay.  The original brick field has been plastered 
and filled with rectangular panels created with applied wood strips.  Both bay 
windows have 4/4 sashes in the central opening and 2/2 on the sides. Those on 
the first story have a continuous plain painted lintel. 
  
There is a single window on the second floor of the recessed western bay. The 
first story of this bay contains a sun-porch which extends beyond the face of the 
bay window and has a full basement. 
 
WEST FAÇADE 
 
On the second story there is a centered window with the same features as the 
others, except for its 6/6 sashes. 
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In the southern half of the first story the original windows have been replaced 
with two double-leaved doors beneath two-light transoms, each leaf containing 
three panes above a rectangular wooden panel.  There are painted, plastered 
lintels as elsewhere. 
 
An attached brick structure with a shed roof extends across the northern half of 
this façade and well beyond the north wall.  Probably once containing storage 
and a furnace room, it was extensively remodeled, to the design of nationally 
renowned architect Ron Thom, by the present owners.  Bricked-up openings 
however still indicate the original openings. 
 
NORTH FAÇADE 
 
On the second story there are two windows with 6/6 sashes, one in the center 
and one to the west.  On the first story there are two similar windows slightly to 
the west of those above.  The left one has 6/3 sashes.  A section of more recent 
brickwork between these windows suggests that the fenestration here was 
originally different. 
 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 
 
George H. Reade purchased the property of nine acres from the Crown in 1827.  
After being transferred several times during the following seventeen years, it was 
purchased by the Hon. George Boulton in 1844.  Boulton, a member of the 
influential Toronto family belonging to the “Family Compact”, was a financier and 
land speculator, as well as a minister in the Provincial government. He was a 
major investor in the eventually unsuccessful Cobourg and Peterborough 
Railway. Whether Boulton and his family, who lived originally in Cobourg, ever 
occupied the Peterborough house is unknown.  In 1855 he sold it to George 
Orde, a well-known Peterborough resident.   
 
In 1857 Orde sold the property to the Rev. John Gilmour, whose family occupied 
it until the end of the century.  During that period portions of the estate were sold 
and provided land for several of the neighboring houses. 
 
Having been converted to the Baptist faith while a prisoner of war, Gilmour 
immigrated to Canada and arrived in Peterborough about 1837 to establish a 
mission to the native people.  The Gilmour Memorial Church on Chemong Road 
marks the site.  He later moved to Peterborough to become the minister to the 
Baptist congregation.  The annual Gilmour Memorial Lectures at the Murray 
Street Baptist Church are held in recognition of his role in the development of the 
church.  One of his grandsons went on to found McMaster University. 
 
After the death of Gilmour’s widow in 1900, the house passed through several 
owners until it was purchased by the novelist Robertson Davies in 1951.  Davies 
was at that time editor and publisher of the Peterborough Examiner.  He, in turn, 
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sold the house to Tom and Christine Symons when they moved to Peterborough 
in 1963 to found Trent University.  



s 
South and East Facade
s 
North and East Facade
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