
ST. PETER'S BISHOP'S PALACE 
350 Hunter St. W 

 
LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 350 Hunter St. W. L 17 N Hunter W George. 
Peterborough, Ont.  
 
OWNER: The Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of the Diocese of Peterborough. 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1884 (Assessment Rolls) 
 
ARCHITECT: Mr. Thomas Hanley 
 
BUILDER: Mr. John W. Alfred 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: An excellent example of late Victorian architecture, this building housed 
Peterborough's first Bishop after St. Peter's church became a Cathedral in 1885. The house was 
originally built for Senator George A. Cox, then mayor of Peterborough. It was one of the city's 
most elaborate homes. 
 
SITE AND SETTING: An elegant member of the Catholic holdings which surround the Cathedral, 
the Bishop's Palace is located on the north-east corner of Hunter and Downie Streets. A 
promenade once linked this building with the Rectory to the east. Towering blue spruce trees 
adorn the spacious grounds surrounding the house. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: Built in 1884, the house appears in the 1885 Assessment Roll, with 
George A. Cox the owner. The following article appeared in the Daily Examiner of Friday, 0ctober 
16, 1885: 
 

The fine residence, erected by Mr. Geo. A. Cox on this street, now occupied by J. 
H. Roper, of the Bank of Toronto, though built last year was finished this. It is one 
of the most complete and well finished residences in town. It is three stories in 
height, built of white brick with graphite pointings, and the elegant Mansard roof 
is covered with figured slate. Commodious balconies and verandahs add to the 
outside comfort. Inside wide, roomy halls communicate on each floor with the 
several rooms. On the first floor are a drawing room, parlour and dinning room. 
These are superbly finished, the ceiling and cornices especially, with elaborately 
beautiful stucco mouldings. All these have marble mantle open fireplaces. On 
this floor, also are the kitchen and pertaining offices, such as pantries, china 
closets, etc. Underneath the kitchen in the basement is the laundry with 
stationary tubs and hot and cold water service. The second floor, contain 4 bed 
chambers, dressing room and five closets and bath rooms. Three of the 
bedrooms are furnished with stationary marble top-wash bowls. The third floor 
contains a like number of rooms. All the windows are provided with inside folding 
Venetian blinds. The house is heated throughout with hot water, lighted with gas, 
and served with city water. The cellerage is exceptionally excellent, and indeed, 
the finishing of the residence throughout is of the highest character, and with its 
improved appointments, makes it a model residence. It was built from designs 
furnished by Mr. Thomas Hanley, Belleville, and Mr. John W. Alfred was the 
contractor and builder. The estimated cost of the entire structure with its 
appendages and offices is about $10,000, of which sum, about $5,000 was 
expended this year and should be credited to this seasons operations. 
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At first, the house was leased. to a Mr. J. H Roper; but in 1887 Cox sold the building to Bishop 
Dowling, the first Roman Catholic bishop of Peterborough. A kitchen with full basement was added 
in the same year when the house was renovated for use as the Bishop's residence. Originally, 
there were two small verandahs on either side of the main entrance. The small open porch at the 
main entrance has been replaced by an arched canopy. The building originally had a mansard roof 
surmounted by wrought iron cresting - this roof was destroyed by fire in 1932. In that year, the 
present gable roof was added. In 1969, a two storey addition was added to the west of the 
building. This addition reflects the architectural character found in the original building. The single 
storey rear addition was also added in 1969. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION: The Bishop's Palace is an irregular two and a half storey, four bay, 
solid brick structure with wings on the west side and at the rear. It has a cross gable roof, trimmed 
with a boxed cornice and brackets. A line of decorative brick work runs along between the first and 
second storeys on the main facade and one on the east side. 
 
 
The semi-circular main entrance is offset to the left in the Hunter Street (main) facade. It is 
surrounded at the sides and top by wooden moulded trim. The door itself contains two leaves, 
each with three panels: one moulded rail raised panel below two glazed panels. 
 
The main window openings are segmental in shape and have brick label head surrounds. The 
openings contain double hung sashes of two panes each. Above the main entrance are a pair of 
semi-circular stained glass windows. 


