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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 
 
Street Address: 
 

193-195 London Street 
 

Roll Number: 040061044000000 
 
 

 
 

Short Legal Description:  TOWN PLAN 1 PT LOT 5 N 
MCDONNEL W GEO IRREG 0.25AC 
57.00 FR 191.42D 

  
Owners’ Concurrence: 
 

Yes 

PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
 

 

Evaluation Category:   
 

B (63.55) 

Evaluators:   
 

Jennifer Patterson  

Heritage Type:  
        

Built Structure 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 

Designation Brief Completion Date:  
     

February 25, 2011 

PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

March 8 2011 

Designation Brief Completed by: 
 

Jennifer Patterson  

Submission Date: 
 

      

Objections Noted: 
 

      

Comments: 
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"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION                                          
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  
Category B:  The properties in this category are of distinct importance by virtue of 
architectural, historical and environmental criteria along with integrity of design 
and construction. They stand out individually but are of lesser overall significance 
than "Category A" properties. "Category B" properties hold city-wide importance. 
 
195 London Street has good architectural 
and historical value as an intact 
interpretation of the Italianate style in a 
semi-detached dwelling, with its 
characteristic two and a half-storey 
projecting bays flanking the façade of the 
building with steep gable roof over each, 
and decorative cornice brackets supporting 
the eaves on both sides. Its original exterior 
wooden details including identical front 
doors, window sills, fish scale design on 
gable ends of projecting bays and window surrounds also remain intact. The 
brick exterior of the building has been painted but overall it remains in excellent 
condition, retaining much of its original integrity. The central upper sunroom 
features original stained glass upper lights on the original double hung sash 
windows and original decorative woodwork along its base.  
 

 The building was constructed to 
accommodate the families of prominent 
employees of the nearby lumber mills, 
John D. Baptie, owner of the J.D Baptie 
Planing Mill, located at 165-169 Dublin 
Street and the family of his brother-in-
law, Archibald Goodfellow. The planing 
mill was established in 1868 and was 
purchased by Mr. J.D Baptie in 1881 
and renamed J.D Baptie Planing Mill. 
The mill produced large quantities of 
sash, doors, blinds, and other millwork 

used in area buildings during the construction boom that came with the rapid 
growth of the City from the 1880s to the early 1900s.  
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The factory produced large quantities of sash, doors, blinds, and other wood for 
construction purposes and played a significant role in the construction and 
adornment of this and other homes in this historic neighbourhood.  
 
The property’s relationship to its community provides insights to the impact of the 
lumber industry in Peterborough. At the time of its construction, in the 1880s, 
Peterborough was a major exporter of lumber and many citizens were employed 
by the lumber mills. This home was well situated to be a tenement to the many 
workers of the mills and other surrounding businesses of downtown 
Peterborough. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: Isabella Baptie 
 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Unknown 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1880s 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING:  
The property at 195 London St. has 
excellent contextual value in its relationship 
to the community and provides insights into 
the economic and social impact of the 
lumber industry in Peterborough. At the 
time of its construction, in the 1880s, 
Peterborough was a major exporter of 
lumber in Canada. Many citizens were 
employed by the lumber mills including the 
Dickson Mill and J.D Baptie Planing Mill, both located within a few blocks of 195 
London Street. The spacious semi-detached building was designed to house the 
families of prosperous businessmen. Significantly it is located within walking 
distance of the mills, in an area of similarly scaled homes, but outside the 
immediate vicinity of the mills. That less desirable area was populated by 
workers in smaller, less affluent, typically wood frame structures.     
 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, 
plaster parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and 
landscape features: 
 
Exterior Elements:  
 

• Original two and a half storey painted brick 
construction with two and a half storey bays 

• Central upper sun room including:  
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o Stained glass upper lights with geometrically patterned panes 
separated by wooden mullions; 

o wooden sash windows in central upper sun room; 
o decorative woodwork on window surrounds and frieze 

• Original wood details including: 
o decorative cornice brackets supporting the eaves on both projecting 

bays; 
o Identical front doors; 
o Exterior window sills and window surrounds;  
o Fish scale design on gable ends of projecting bays; 
o Original storm windows on east portion of building. 
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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 
 
Street Address: 
 

349 Reid Street 

Roll Number:  
 

030100096000000 
 
 

PIN Number:  
 

 
 

Short Legal Description:  
 

TOWN PLAN PT LOT 16 S SIMCOE W 
GEO IRREG 8276.40SF 71.17FR D 

  
 

Owners’ Concurrence: 
 

Yes 

PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
 

June 15, 2005 

Evaluation Category:   
 

B (68.75) 

Evaluators:   
 

Katie Nice 

Heritage Type:  
        

Built Structure 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 

Designation Brief Completion Date:  
     

February 25, 2011 

PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

 

Designation Brief Completed by: 
 

Jennifer Patterson 

Submission Date: 
 

      

Objections Noted: 
 

      

Comments: 
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"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION                                          
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  
Category B:  The properties in this category are of distinct importance by virtue of 
architectural, historical and environmental criteria along with integrity of design 
and construction. They stand out individually but are of lesser overall significance 
than "Category A" properties. "Category B" properties hold city-wide importance. 
 
The property at 349 Reid Street holds heritage and cultural value as an excellent, 
intact example of an interpretation of the Italianate style, constructed in 1875 by 
James Stenson.  The central dormer on the third floor was added later. This 
building has all of its original exterior features, and retains Italianate features with 
its frontispiece with central Doric style columns and large sash windows on the 
first and second storeys. The building also has features of the Regency style, 
reflected in the high-pitched central dormer, which compliments the pitch and 
placement of the frontispiece of the main entrance.   
 

349 Reid Street remained in 
the Stenson family from 1875 
until 1937. James T. Stenson 
was a shoe merchant in 
Peterborough, his business 
was established as “James T. 
Stenson Shoe Company” 
before 1871.   In 1934 John T. 
Hornsby, an Architect, was 
commissioned to redesign the 
house to include separate 
apartments and living areas, 
which involved its conversion 

into a series of separate apartments on all floors, complete with completely self-
sufficient living areas and kitchens. The plans included a main vestibule at the 
entrance and partition walls dividing each side of the house, removing many of its 
interior woodwork including arches, and the expansion of the upper roofline. The 
plans were never executed, and the home retains its original characteristics and 
scale.  
 
When 349 Reid Street was sold in 1937, it was occupied by the owners and 
some tenants, and divided into at least 3 units within the house, while retaining 
most of its original interior features including mouldings, ceiling medallions and 
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original central staircase. No partitions were ever introduced, and original 
archways remain intact.  
 
The wooden drive shed located in the back west portion of the lot has heritage 
and cultural value with its original fenestration and wooden details. It is 
constructed in a composition that echoes that of the original home, but it is not 
clear when it was added to the property. 
The drive shed itself is a reflection of 
design aesthetics during the time period in 
which it was constructed, in many ways it 
shows a pride in craftsmanship was still 
very much alive at the time and great care 
was taken to build this shed to reflect and 
compliment the design of the original 
home. The woodwork on the eaves and 
bargeboard of the shed is a simple design, 
but the same circular pattern is used to accent the entire structure, seen in the 
wooden window and doors surrounds, which gives it a cohesive appearance.  
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: James Stenson  
 
ARCHITECT: Unknown 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1875  
 
BUILDER: Unknown 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING:  
Located on a one-way street, 349 Reid 
Street is set in an intact 19th-century 
neighbourhood. To the east is a street 
lined with churches, and to the north, south 
and west are 19th century homes of similar 
scale, which are used as multi-residential 
and commercial units, with some remaining 
as single family homes. Two blocks to the 
South of the building is the Charlotte Street 
commercial district, which is composed of 
a mixture of 19th and early 20th century buildings of similar character and scale.  
 
 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, 
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plaster parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and 
landscape features: 
 
Exterior Elements: 
 

• Sand coloured brick construction in stretcher bond 
style with voussoirs over original windows and door 
openings 

• Symmetrical façade and overall composition 
• Decorative brick quoins 
• Hipped roof with high pitched central dormer  
• All original 2/2 wooden sash fenestration  
• Open lower verandah with Doric columns  
• Upper veranda with wooden railings 
• Panel door with side panel windows 

and transom light above 
• Wooden board drive shed with gable 

roof: 
o Dormer in roof with decorative 

bargeboard and arched window 
o 6/6 and 2/2 sash windows  
o double leaf wooden doors  

 
Interior Elements: 
 

• Original wood trim around windows and on floors 
• Original plaster ceiling medallions around original electric light fixtures  
• Fire place with ornate mantel piece 
• Decorative arched, coffered beams on ceiling  
• Original wooden staircase with balustrade and carved balusters 
• Spiral scroll motif along edge of risers on staircase. 
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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 
 
Street Address: 
 

416 Stewart Street  

Roll Number: 030070070000000 
 
 

 
 

Short Legal Description:  TOWN PLAN PT LOT 11 N HUNTER 
W GEO REG 0.20AC 78.00FR 
114.18D 

  
Owners’ Concurrence: 
 

Yes 

PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
 

December 8 2009 

Evaluation Category:   
 

A (74) 

Evaluators:   
 

Sue Schappert/Jennifer Patterson  

Heritage Type:  
        

Built Structure 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 

Designation Brief Completion Date:  
     

February 25, 2011 

PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

March 8 2011 

Designation Brief Completed by: 
 

Jennifer Patterson  

Submission Date: 
 

      

Objections Noted: 
 

      

Comments: 
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"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION                                          
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  
Category A: The properties in this category are individually outstanding and have 
the broadest heritage significance in the City by virtue of architectural, historical, 
and environmental criteria along with overall integrity of design and construction. 
"Category A" properties generally hold provincial and/or national significance. 
 
416 Stewart Street has excellent architectural and cultural heritage value through 
its historical associations and well-preserved design and construction. The home 
was built on land originally owned by James Hall, a wealthy land owner whose 
name is prominent in Peterborough’s political and industrial history as owner of 
one of the first tanneries along Jackson Creek. Hall was Mayor of Peterborough 
in 1855 and a Member of Parliament from 1872-73.  
 
416 Stewart Street has excellent cultural heritage value in the fact that it was the 
long time residence of Mr. Walter Paterson, a prominent businessman in one of 
Peterborough’s earliest industries. In 1875, Walter Paterson purchased the 
property at 416 Stewart Street from Charles Gow for $3500. Walter Paterson was 
a worker at the tannery owned by James Hall, established in the 1830s, located 
on Aylmer Street.  Paterson worked for James Hall for 12 years before finally 
purchasing the entire company from his then employer in 1867, renaming it W. 
Paterson & Sons Tannery.  Walter Paterson and his son, Walter Jr. worked as 
partners and the company’s buildings were located on Aylmer Street and 
consisted of more than one Acre of land (the large white brick Tannery building 
can be seen in this photo, courtesy of Trent Valley Archives). Their leather 

products were exported to Toronto and 
Montreal and according to the 1888-89 
Peterborough City Directory, they 
manufactured 2,000 hides and 1,000 
pelts per year. The main office for the 
tannery was located at 412 Aylmer 
Street, just two blocks from 416 Stewart 
Street, and the home was sold to Mr. C. 
B Routley in the 1890s, who owned a 
mercantile at 379 George Street at the 
time.  
 

The building at 416 Stewart has architectural value in its unique features adopted 
from a variety of styles that were popular at the time.  The Italianate style is 
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echoed in the bay on the south elevation of the building and small, intricately 
carved balconies, supported by decorative brackets leading to various tenant 
entrances.  
 
416 Stewart Street was divided into a number of apartments in the 1960s and 
has been rented to tenants over the years. The neighbourhood remains well 
kept, although most buildings are used as multi-residential rental units or for 
commercial purposes due to their size. The building at 416 Stewart is a landmark 
on the street and retains most of its original exterior features. 
 

ORIGINAL OWNER: Mr. Charles Gow/Walter Paterson 
 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Unknown 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c.1875 
 
BUILDER: Unknown 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING: 416 
Stewart Street, The Walter Paterson House, 
is located within a historic streetscape 
among homes of a similar style and scale. 
The street has retained its original character 
through time and is lined by mature trees 
and intact historic homes. Located within 
walking distance of Peterborough’s historic 
downtown core, the building was typically 
owned and inhabited by middle to upper 
class business owners. The property also backed onto Bethune Street which was 
dominated by rail tracks at one time. The neighbourhood was historically popular 
with prominent businessmen and merchants and the evidence of this fact is 
echoed in the scale and grandeur of houses in this area which are located in 

close proximity to churches and the homes of 
other prominent early citizens such as the 
Grover-Nicholls Estate, now used as the 
meeting hall for the Freemasons.  Some 
prominent historic figures would have been 
neighbours of the house, including Wilhelm 
Lech of Lech Furriers which operated at 413 
George Street North for over 140 years, whose 
home was located at 415 Stewart Street, 
directly across the street.  

 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
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chimneys, and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, 
plaster parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and 
landscape features: 
 
Exterior Elements: 
 

• Original 3-storey red-brick construction with decorative details including 
string courses, geometric brick patterns and gradation along front facing 
gable end  

• Stone foundation 
• Arch over recessed upper storey porch, 

including wooden balusters 
• Two and  half storey brick bay on south 

elevation 
• Balconies at various levels supported by 

decorative brackets including balusters 
• Recessed front entrance arch  
• Original entrance door facing Stewart Street 
• Steep hip roof with dormers and brick chimneys 
• Original wooden details including bargeboards 
• Fenestration and wooden window surrounds and sills 
• Original wooden soffits and fascia  
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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 
 
Street Address: 
 

583 Harvey Street  

Roll Number: 040090115000000 
 
 

 
 

Short Legal Description:  PT 2 S DUBLIN E WATER REG 
0.08AC 29.08FR 114.17D 

  
Owners’ Concurrence: 
 

Yes 

PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

March 8, 2011 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
 

 

Evaluation Category:   
 

B (56.05) 

Evaluators:   
 

Jennifer Patterson  

Heritage Type:  
        

Built Structure 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 

Designation Brief Completion Date:  
     

February 25, 2011 

PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

March 8 2011 

Designation Brief Completed by: 
 

Jennifer Patterson  

Submission Date: 
 

      

Objections Noted: 
 

      

Comments: 
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"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION                                          
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  
Category B:  The properties in this category are of distinct importance by virtue of 
architectural, historical and environmental criteria along with integrity of design 
and construction. They stand out individually but are of lesser overall significance 
than "Category A" properties. "Category B" properties hold city-wide importance. 
 
583 Harvey Street has good cultural heritage and architectural value. 
Constructed in 1875 by William Thornton, a merchant and builder in 
Peterborough, it was the family home and remained in the Thornton family for 
over 100 years and surrounded by two other houses built by William Thornton( 
581& 585) 581 is said to have been the first home to be built on Harvey Street.  
 
583 Harvey Street is a well-preserved example of a vernacular home from the 
late 19th century.  The home features an intricately carved verandah at the front 
of the simple one and a half storey house clad entirely in stucco, the earliest form 
of sheathing.  

 
The veranda of 583 Harvey Street has excellent 
value as an intact Victorian verandah with details 
and intricate scrollwork reminiscent of the Eastlake 
style which was popular at the time. This is 
significant in its association with skilled craftsmen 
and their availability during this time period. 
According to Martha Kidd, craftsmen were settling 
into this area in the mid to late 1800s to build their 
homes and establish workshops. The lumber mill 
was an obvious draw and the neighbourhood’s 
appearance and early inhabitants reflect its early 
successes. 
 

The location of the building is also very significant in relation to its first owner and 
inhabitant, listed in the census as a merchant and a builder. In the days 
preceding the automobile, it was understandably common to live in close 
proximity to the workplace, and this particular neighbourhood’s development is 
testament to this notion.  
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: William Thornton  
 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: William Thornton 
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DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1875 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING: The home at 583 
Harvey Street is located just a few blocks from 
Peterborough’s downtown core in a historic 
residential neighbourhood that developed in the 19th 
century around the Dickson Lumber Mill. The 
property, located between London and McDonnel 
Streets fits in well with the heritage character of the 
streetscape which features a variety of one and two 
storey dwellings constructed of brick or frame 
covered in stucco.  
 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, 
plaster parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and 
landscape features: 
 
Exterior Elements: 
 

• Original one and a half storey 
frame construction, covered in 
stucco 

• Gable end roof with open eaves 
• Original window openings  
• Original wooden verandah with 

roof and intricately carved and 
painted details, an interpretation 
of the Eastlake style  

o Ornamental balusters 
across top of verandah 

o Ornamental brackets in top corners of verandah 
• Original wooden front door 
• Wooden addition  
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The Koster House 
 
 

601 Gilmour Street 
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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 

 
Street Address: 
 

601 Gilmour Street  

Roll Number: 020100058000000 
 
 

 
 

Short Legal Description:  PLAN 144 LOT 16 IRREG 0.13AC 
50.00FR 107.37D 

  
Owners’ Concurrence: 
 

Yes 

PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

March 8, 2011 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
 

December 8 2009 

Evaluation Category:   
 

B (68.45) 

Evaluators:   
 

Jennifer Patterson  

Heritage Type:  
        

Built Structure 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 

Designation Brief Completion Date:  
     

February 25, 2011 

PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

March 8 2011 

Designation Brief Completed by: 
 

Jennifer Patterson 

Submission Date: 
 

      

Objections Noted: 
 

      

Comments: 
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"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION                                          
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  
Category B:  The properties in this category are of distinct importance by virtue of 
architectural, historical and environmental criteria along with integrity of design 
and construction. They stand out individually but are of lesser overall significance 
than "Category A" properties. "Category B" properties hold city-wide importance. 
 
Built on land originally owned by James Campbell, this property has good cultural 
heritage value. The land that 601 Gilmour Street now occupies was once part of 
a very large tract of farmland that spanned toward Charlotte Street and contained 
a large farmhouse. When prominent lawyer Elias Burnham died in 1890, his 
property which was bounded by Park, King, Charlotte & Monaghan (which was 
then Boundary Rd.) was laid out to become the “Avenues”, then Peterborough’s 
largest suburban area. 601 Gilmour was constructed just west of Monaghan, on 
the corner, just outside of the “Avenues” area as it was originally laid out, and it 
was the first house to be constructed on the south side of Gilmour west of 
Monaghan, it was originally part of Monaghan Township until official annexation 
as part of Peterborough in 1928.  
 
In June of 1913, an indenture was made between the Hamilton Realty Company 
(which owned this and other lots on Gilmour Street) and Willoughby Ellis and the 
City of Peterborough which allowed the lots to become part of the City. Frederick 
L. Roy, of the famous Roy Photographic Studios, purchased the land from the 
Hamilton Realty Company in 1922, but sold it to William J. and Lottie Koster in 
1924, then living at 599 Gilmour Street. The Koster family built the house at 601 
Gilmour Street. 
 
William J. Koster was a building contractor and also owned Koster Paint and 
Service Garage at 465 Aylmer Street North, and the family eventually moved 
from 601 Gilmour to a home on Aylmer Street. The home at 601 Gilmour Street 
remained vacant for a time after their departure. In 1942, Dr. Hugh A. Mitchell 
and his family purchased the home and resided there until 1950. Dr. Mitchell was 
a prominent doctor in Peterborough and was Chief of Staff at the Civic Hospital in 
1952. 
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601 Gilmour Street has architectural 
value as an intact Arts & Crafts style 
bungalow. The home features a multi-
hued stiff mud brick exterior with a 
unique river rock/cobblestone 
verandah with the rock detail covering 
the poured concrete foundation. The 
decorative stone construction features 
are somewhat rare in the Peterborough 
area and add a handcrafted quality to 
the home, an important feature of the 
Arts & Crafts movement, and similar to the stone used in the California style 
bungalow in Jackson Park from the same era, possibly quarried from the same 
area. 
 
The Arts & Crafts movement is also evident in the home’s proportions, large, 
entrance pediment on the covered porch with heavy wooden columns on piers 
made of the same stone featured on the verandah and foundation. The roof also 
features simple boxed soffits and dormers.  
 
The interior features of the home are also intact and reflect the aesthetic of the 
Arts & Crafts movement. It contains original wooden details such as a coffered 
ceiling, all original baseboards and mouldings. The main staircase with its thick, 
solid wood banisters and egg and dart motifs is reflective of the simple, 
handmade quality of the movement. Throughout the home, glass door knobs, 
original decorative hardware and stained glass windows remain intact.  
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: William J. Koster 
 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Unknown 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c.1924 
 
BUILDER: Unknown 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING: The home at 601 Gilmour was a typical single 
family home in close proximity to downtown businesses and was part of the 
significant construction in the “Avenues” when new subdivisions for single family 
homes were being developed. Most of these new homes were constructed of 
brick and were meant for single families. 
 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, 
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plaster parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and 
landscape features: 
 
Exterior Elements: 
 

• 1 ½ storey structure with poly 
chromatic brick;   

• Brick window sills  
• Brick voussoirs and single band of 

vertically laid brick along lower portion 
of the house, diamond-shaped 
detailing at roof peaks on south and 
north elevations 

• River stone/cobblestone construction 
of verandah, piers supporting wooden 
columns of porch pediment 

• River stone/cobblestone foundation 
• Original fenestration and wooden sash 

windows 
• Original wooden soffits and fascia  
• Wooden pediments and recessed front 

entrance 
 
Interior Elements:  
 

• Original wooden details including: 
o staircase and entrance  with egg and dart 

motif carved in wood and simple balusters  
o coffered ceiling in living room area 
o original wooden window sills and 

mouldings 
• Original decorative stained glass windows on main 

floor in dining room and upper floor washroom 
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The Higgins House 
 
 
 

91 Langton Street 
 

Peterborough Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee 
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HERITAGE DESIGNATION STATUS SHEET 
 
Street Address: 
 

91 Langton Street  

Roll Number: 050110130000000 
 
 

 
 

Short Legal Description:  PLAN 14 BLK E PT LOTS 11,12 & 20 
45R-5635 PARTS 1,3,4,6 & 7 
CORNER 0.54AC 96.76FR D 
 

  
Owners’ Concurrence: 
 

Yes 

PACAC Application Review Date:  
 

March 8, 2011 

On Site Evaluation Date:   
 

January 2010 

Evaluation Category:   
 

B (60.6) 

Evaluators:   
 

Jennifer Patterson  

Heritage Type:  
        

Built Structure 

Designation Type:   
   

Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 

Designation Brief Completion Date:  
     

February 25, 2011 

PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

 

Designation Brief Completed by: 
 

Jennifer Patterson  
 

Submission Date: 
 

      

Objections Noted: 
 

      

Comments: 
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"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION                                          
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  
Category B:  The properties in this category are of distinct importance by virtue of 
architectural, historical and environmental criteria along with integrity of design 
and construction. They stand out individually but are of lesser overall significance 
than "Category A" properties. "Category B" properties hold city-wide importance. 
 
91 Langton Street has good cultural heritage value. The structure was built on 
land originally owned by George Hilliard, a prominent land owner and 
Conservative Member of Parliament who counted Sir John A. MacDonald among 
his supporters. The original land was divided into twenty small lots and sold off in 
1881, one of which was purchased by John C. Higgins, carpenter, millwright, and 
sawyer. This property remained in the Higgins family until the 1970s.  
 
John C. Higgins was born in Ireland in 1839, and married Margaret Denver in 
1870 in Ontario with whom he had one son and seven daughters. The 1891 
census indicates that the Higgins used this house for boarders and seven family 
members.  

91 Langton Street has architectural 
value as an example of a simple 
vernacular style Victorian era 
dwelling constructed of wood and 
covered in brick veneer on the top of 
a small hill overlooking the 
Otonabee River on what was then a 
rural landscape.  
 
Of significance is the later addition 
to the house that is an early 
example of a major innovation in 

building technology, the early residential use of concrete in this area. In 1904, 
Fred Tuggey a stone mason was approached by a local builder, Thomas McKee 
who had a contract to build a house at 633 Aylmer Street. McKee had purchased 
a machine for hand casting concrete blocks that resembled rough cut stone and 
needed an experienced mason to try the new technique. That same year John 
Higgins was contracted to build a house on Water Street and hired Tuggey and 
McKee to build it of the block. So impressed was Higgins by the durability and 
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speed of construction using concrete that he had a large addition to his home at 
91 Langton constructed of it as well. The cement was purchased exclusively from 
the Canada Cement mill in Lakefield, Ontario, which opened in 1901 to provide 
cement for the construction of the Liftlock, and had closed by 1909. That cement 
was unique in its composition given the strength requirements of the Liftlock. This 
makes the addition at 91 Langton Street a rare example of an intersection of 
significant historic events, the arrival of an innovative building process, now 
commonplace, and the use of a rare type of cement only available for a brief 
period during the construction of an internationally significant engineering 
wonder.  
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: John Higgins 
 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Possibly John C. Higgins 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1888-9 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING: Originally known 
as 1045 Water Street, the address of the property 
was changed to 91 Langton Street in the 1970s. 
The property was part of Smith Township until 1900 
when it was officially annexed into Peterborough. 
The property retains traces of its rural beginnings, 
with its large lot and front entrance facing the 
Otonabee River. Mature trees surround the house, and it backs onto a wooded 
area which still contains an old fence constructed of wood now weathered over 
time.  
 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all facades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, 
plaster parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and 
landscape features: 
 
Exterior Elements: 
 

• Original wood frame construction with 
painted brick veneer 

• Solid concrete block addition on south 
elevation 

• Medium hip roof  
• Verandah with Eastlake style details 

(later addition) 
• Segmented arch window openings 
• Original wooden windows 

CSACH11-006 APPENDIX A



• Wooden sills and blinds 
• Original wooden fascia 
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