
 

COX TERRACE 332,334,336,338,340,342,344 Rubidge Street Peterborough, Ontario 

 

LOCATION & LEGAL DESCRIPTION: This property is known municipally as 

332,334,336,338,340,342,344,Rubidge Street. It is legally described as follows: 

ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, 

lying and being in the City of Peterborough, in the County of Peterborough and 

Province of Ontario, and being composed of part of Lot No. 

13 on the north side of Charlotte Street and west of George Street in the said 

city, and part of Lot No. 13 on the south side of Simcoe Street and west of 

George Street in the said city, and more particularly described as follows: 

COMMENCING at a point in the weste~n limit of Lot 13 south of Simcoe Street and 

west of George Street distant one hundred thirty feet southerly from the nooth 

west angle thereof; 

THENCE southerly along the western limits of the said Lot Simcoe Street and west 

of George Street an~of the said Lot Charlotte Street and west of George Street 

to a point distant northerly from the south west angle of the said Lot 13 north 

Street and west of George Street; 

THENCE easterly and parallel to the southern limit of the said Lot 13 north of 

Charlotte Street one hundred feet; 

THENCE southerly and parallel to the eastern limit of the said Lot 13 north of 

Charlotte Street eighty feet to the southern limit of the said lot; 

THENCE easterly along the southern limit of said lot fourteen feet more or less 

to the south easterly angle of the said lot; 

THENCE northerly along the eastern limits of the said Lot 13 Charlotte Street 

and/of{~--said Lot 13 south of Simcoe Street to distant one hundred andAfee~ 

southerly from the north east angle of Lot 13 south of Simcoe Street; 

THENCE westerly and parallel to the northern limit of the said Lot 13 south of 

Simcoe Street to the place of beginning. 

SUBJECT to a right-of-way over a lane more particularly described as follows: . 

COMMENCING at the south easterly angle of Lot 13 north of Charlotte Street and 

west of George Street in the said city; 

THENCE westerly along the southern limit of the said lot to a point distant one 

hundred feet easterly from the south west angle thereof; 

THENCE northerly and parallel to the eastern limit of the said lot eight feet; 

THENCE easterly and parallel to the southern limit of the said lot to the 

eastern limit thereof; 

THENCE southerly along the eastern limit of the said lot to the south east angle 

thereof. 

(GRANT #259838) 

 

 

ORIGINAL OWNER: George A. Cox (Central Canada Loan & Savings Company) 

 

OWNER, 1986: William Maxwell Comstock 

 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1884. 

 

ARCHITECT AND/OR BUILDER: Probably the Architectural Firm of Wilmot and Stewart. 

 

SITE AND SETTING: The spectacular architectural style of this terrace forms an 

eye catching vista which pleasantly dominates the buildings on this busy artery 

between Charlotte and Simcoe Streets. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: Cox Terrace is the finest remaining example of the Second Empire 

style row housing in Canada. By uniting the individual units into a scheme of 

balanced projecting pavilions, the architect has avoided the monotonous 



repetition often found in row housing. It stands as a monument to George A. Cox, 

a wealthy Peterborough insurance baron and entrepreneur, who had it built as an 

investment property. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: George Cox's family moved from England to the United 

States in 1810, and then on to Canada at a later date. George was born in and 

received his early education at the Colborne Grammar School. 

When he was about 18 years old, he moved to Peterborough as an operator with the 

Montreal Telegraph Company. During the thirty years he lived in Peterborough, 

his accomplishment were numerous and exceptional. While working as a telegraph 

clerk, he also went into business on George Street as a "photographist, 

ambrotypist," etc. He seems to have held more jobs than any three men of his 

times. Eventually he took on duties as the local agent for the Canada Life 

Assurance Company and rose to become a director and later the president of the 

company. In 1883 he organized a Peterborough company called The Central Canada 

Loan and Savings Company, which took over The Peterborough Real Estate and 

Investment Company. George A. Cox was instrumental in bringing the Edison 

Electric company, later to become the Canadian General Electric Company, to 

Peterborough. One of his notable works for the community was his effort to 

improve railway service in this city. It took him just five years to revive the 

Midland Railway when, in 1878, it became bankrupt. In 1887, upon becoming 

president of The Canadian Bank of Commerce, he moved to Toronto. By 1907 he was 

director of twenty-eight financial and commercial companies. He died in Toronto 

in 1914. 

George A. Cox was actively politically. At the age of 32 he was acclaimed Mayor 

of Peterborough and, within the next thirteen years, occupied the office of 

Mayor three more times, once more by acclamation. In 1875 he ran for a seat in 

the Ontario Legislature and in 1887 was a candidate for a seat in the Federal 

House, but lost out both times. Following the election of the Laurier Government 

(Liberal) in 1896, Mr. Cox was elevated to the Canadian Senate. 

Little is known about his personal life. He was a member of the Charlotte Street 

Methodist Church. Largely through his assistance, both the Y.W.C.A. and the 

Peterborough Protestant Home were erected. He is known to have erected a number 

of buildings in Peterborough, which were examples of the best current 

architectural styles. Some are business blocks on George Street, others are 

dwellings. The Second Empire terrace on Rubidge Street, which is the subject of 

this brief, is his most outstanding architectural contribution to the city. His 

own home occupied the block now bounded by Weller and Walton Streets and Belmont 

and Homewood Avenues. Hunter Street West now cuts through where his house stood. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: This row related rectangular 

terrace consists of seven dwellings. Three of the units are three storeys high 

and four units have two storeys. The center pavillion and the two end units have 

four sided mansard roofs, which provide the broken roof line indicative of the 

Second Empire style. The four two storey units between the three larger units 

have shingle gable roofs. The mansards on the two end units have straight sides 

whereas the one in the center has a conical shape and rests on a parapet, making 

it higher. Each of the seven units has an attached kitchen; there are two 

together on the north end; they are two storeys in height and share one chimney. 

The next two repeat their northern neighbor with the addition of a wooden lean-

to shed. The next kitchen is a single unit with a chimney and a lean-to shed. 

The two remaining kitchens on the south end are three storeys in height, the top 

storey being a three-sided mansard; they share a common chimney and a lesan-to 

shed (six units). All the mansards are shingled. 

There are six chimneys on the main building and four on the kitchen wings. They 

are all single stacks which contain two flues. Those on the main house are 

decorated with recessed panels whereas the taller chimneys on the kitchen wing 



have string course trim. On the main structure, the chimneys are located as 

follows: one on each end of the building, one on either side of the center 

mansard and one in the center of each of the intervening gable units. 

This solid brick structure rests on a foundation of broken course cut stone. The 

cream co loured brick is laid in stretcher bond and is now painted. The two end 

and the center units are divided by recessed units. 

Those on each end have wide, shallow end projections on both the brick and the 

mansard storeys. The center unit has a central three-sided bay located on the 

second and mansard storeys. Each of the four recessed units has a three sided 

bay located on the second storey. A string course divides the first and second 

storeys. The roof eaves are trimmed with a decorated frieze and numerous 

brackets. Every corner on the front facade is decorated with raised brick 

quoins. 

With the exception of the three windows in the central bay, all windows in the 

brick part of the structure have flat tops. The three in bay have segmental 

tops. All have voussoir head surrounds and lug sills.  The mansard storeys are 

lighted by windows set into decorative semicircular and round dormers. 

Each unit has a separate entrance, which contains a double leaf door; 

each leaf containing one decorated lower panel and a decorated segmental topped 

glass panel above. 

Each unit has its own porch, which adjoins its neighbor creating a continuous 

verandah effect. There is a small pediment on each of the two end porches. 

 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS: 

 

Gina Martin 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: Frances Craig & Martha Ann Kidd 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTIONS: Frances Craig & Martha Ann Kidd 
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