
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. PETER IN CHAINS 
320 Hunter St. West, Peterborough 

LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 320 Hunter Street, West. Block D North of 

Hunter, West of George. L 14 and 15 N Hunter W George and S Hall W George. 

Peterborough, Ontario. 

 

ORIGINAL OWNER: The Roman Catholic Diocese. 

 

OWNERS AND OCCUPANTS: The Episcopal Corporation of the Diocese of Peterborough. 

 

 

 

DATE CONSTRUCTION COMMENCED: 

 

1837-1838:  First four bays with projecting square tower and spire with 

decorated gablets built. 

  

1884-1886:  Transept/Sanctuary space and Sacristy added to north end. On 

original building, buttresses were added, tower was restored and 

spire replaced. 

 

1931:  Roof over Main Altar raised to correspond with height of Nave. 

 

1967:  South wall extended to front facade of tower and windows on each 

side added a fifth bay to the original structure. Vestibules 

constructed at the transept entrances. 

 

Interior alterations and renovations were made during each period of exterior 

change as well as in 1867 and 1923. 

 

ARCHITECTS: Unknown 

 

CONTRACTOR and/or BUILDER: Unknown. 

 

SITE & SETTING: Facing south, St. Peter's commands an acre of land bounded by 

Hunter, Reid, Hall, and Rubidge Streets. This building, with other imposing 

structures in isolated blocks to the North and South, forms a core which was 

surrounded by the principal residential district of the 19th century 

Peterborough. Even in this age of skyscrapers, St. Peter's spire is a major 

landmark. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: The third stone church to be erected in Peterborough, St. Peter's 

retains much of its original Gothic style in spite of many renovations and 

additions. Until 1908-09, it alone served the Catholic population of the town of 

Peterborough and the adjoining townships of Smith, Douro, Otonobee, and North 

Monaghan. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: The first services of the Roman Catholic Church were held 

in one of the log buildings erected on the Market Square in 1825. Then a small 

frame church was built on a grant of land bounded by George, Brock, Chambers, 

and Hunter Streets. It burned down in 1835 or 1836 and this location was 

abandoned. The nave portion of the present building was erected in 1837 and 1838 

under the supervision of the pastor, Father John Butler. Built of stone quarried 

from Jackson's Park, it followed the simple Gothic Revival style prevalent in 

the early 1800's. Sanford Fleming, a youth of eighteen, living in Peterborough 

in the late 1840's, made a sketch of the church in his diary. He also recorded 

designing a new spire, but this plan was never used. The first church bell to 

ring in Peterborough hangs in the tower. Cast in Spain, it was given to the 

church by Bishop Macdonell of Kingston (1826-1840). St. Peter's became a 
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Cathedral in 1882 and The Right Rev. John Francis Jamot was installed as the 

First Bishop of Peterborough on September 21st of that year. 

 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: St.Peter's Cathedral is 

in a cruciform, modified Gothic style. The altar end is square following the 

English, rather than the French, tradition. This square sanctuary end is 

surrounded by compatible wings which comprise the vestry. The cross gable roof 

is trimmed with projecting eaves and a frieze. All gables are of the parapet 

type. The squared rubble walls are braced by a plinth at the bottom, cut stone 

quoins at the corners, and buttresses at the sides. 

 

The single 150 foot centre tower and spire project slightly beyond the three bay 

gable facade. There is a main entrance in the tower and two auxiliary entrances 

in the main facade to either side of the tower. These entrances are centre 

pointed in shape, have radiating voussoirs at the top and moulded trim side 

surrounds. A rose window forms the transom of the centre entrance whereas the 

transoms of the side entrances are smaller, of plate tracery. The doors are 

plain, wooden, and double leafed. A shallow parapet gable, with a cross at the 

peak, surmounts the centre entrance. Above this is a large window opening, like 

those in the ends of the transept. The windows above the side entrances repeat 

those on the side of the structure. A slatted gothic opening, string courses, 

corbelling and buttresses complete the tower. Four pointed gables, with openings 

which repeat the design of the side windows, are located at the transitional 

point between the square base of the metal spire and its octagonal upper 

section. A string or belt course is located near the top of the spire which is 

terminated by a ball finial and cross. 

 

The five window openings on either side of the nave are centre pointed and 

contain two stained glass lancet panes below a small single pane with plate 

tracery. The centre pointed openings at the ends of the transept contain three 

stained glass lancet panes surmounted by trefoil gothic tracery. The northern 

most part of the vestry contains three separate lancet openings. All major 

window openings are surrounded by cut stone arch radiating voussoirs at the top 

and by cut stone quoins at the sides. There are also several blind gothic 

openings with label head surrounds. 
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