
Absalom-Ingram House 
309 Engleburn Ave 

 
LOCATION- the lands and buildings, known municipally as 309 Engleburn Avenue, being 
the first house facing Engleburn Avenue on the north side, west of Burnham Street. ALL 
AND SINGULAR and certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, lying and being 
in the City of Peterborough, in the county of Peterborough and Province of Ontario and 
being composed of part of Block A on Plan 1A and listed as having a frontage on 83.77 
feet. It is in Ward 4, Sub. 110, No. 179 
 
OWNERS AND OCCUPANTS- John Philip Tighe and Mary Isabel Tighe  
 
ARCHITECT AND BUILDER- Unknown 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION - 1854 
 
SIGNIFICANCE - The Rev. Mark Burnham had the house built for his steward, Absalom 
Ingram, and for 110 years it was occupied by three generations of the Ingram family. 
When first erected it was a typical storey and a half frame house with gable ends and a 
centre door in the three bay facade. About 1896 the roof was raised and a full second 
storey was inserted with such skill that the pleasing modified Georgian appearance of the 
house was retained. 
 
SITE DESCRIPTION AND SETTING - Located at the north-east corner of the former large 
Burnham Estate, it did duty as the gatehouse for the property. Today, it is set quite close 
to the street on a level piece of land. Until the mid 1970's, when the corner property was 
sold, the large lawn extended on the east side to Burnham Street with a long sidewalk 
bisecting this lawn and leading to the east porch and entrance. A huge birch tree, planted 
in the early 1900's, still graces the remaining portion of the east lawn. To the west is a 
deep ravine which is the dry bed of a stream which used to empty into the Otonabee 
River. The property was formerly in an urban area of Otonabee Township, located across 
the river from the Village of Peterborough and known as Scotch Village or Peterborough 
East. This area was incorporated as the Village of Ashburnham in 1858 and was annexed 
to the City of Peterborough in 1904. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - For the greater part of its history, this dwelling was owned 
by Absalom Ingram and two generations of his descendants. 
 
Mr. Absalom Ingram was born in England on September 25, 1828; he died in 
Peterborough, Ontario on February 8, 1896. 
 
His first wife was Margaret Alexander, of Scottish descent, born in England on March 13, 
1831; she died on March 13, 1831, at the age of 26 years. 
 
Two daughters were born of this marriage: 
1. Amelia Elizabeth born October 27th 1852; died June 20, 1892. 
2. Margaret, born August 22, 1854; died November 29, 1937. 
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Absalom's second wife was Mary Davis, born in 1825; died 1899. They were married 
either in Lakefield or Peterborough. 
 
Before coming to Peterborough in 1853, Absalom Ingram had worked for Rev. Mark 
Burnham in St. Thomas, Ontario. Family tradition says that Rev. Mark Burnham had gone 
to Montreal to meet Mr. Ingram when he emigrated from England, but whether they had 
known each other prior to this meeting is unknown. 
In Peterborough, Mr. Ingram was steward for the large Burnham Estate. 
 
For nearly a year the Ingrams lived in the Burnham house, built in 1853, until their frame 
house was completed in the summer of 1854. Mr. Ingram's grandson, Mr. Alex Butcher, 
relates the story that the carpenters had to stop work for a day when his mother was born 
in the house on August 22, 1854. 
 
In 1865 Rev. Mark Burnham sold the house and land to Mr. Ingram for ₤l00-00-0. The 
deed for this transaction is now in the Archives of the Peterborough Centennial Museum.  
 
When St. Luke’s Anglican Church, Ashburnham, was founded in 1876, Mr. Ingram was 
one of the eight men who attended the first Vestry meeting.  
 
Mr. John Butcher, who became Mr. Ingram’s son-in-law, was born in Warminster, 
Wiltshire, England on May 15, 1850; he died in Peterborough, Ontario on January 13, 
1937. He immigrated to Canada at the age of fourteen – in 1864 – and settled near 
Warsaw, Ontario. (A number of people from the Warminster area settled near Warsaw 
where there was a Warminster Cheese Factory). Mr. Butcher’s parents later followed him 
to Canada and settled near Beaverton, Ontario.   
 
Mr. John Butcher eventually moved to Peterborough where he lived with Bob Scott in a 
house on the south side of Robinson Street, Ashburnham. His first employment was at 
Peck’s Brewery on Maria Street. He then was a teamster for Roger’s (later McAllister’s) 
Mill delivering four, oats, etc. to grocery stores.  
 
John Butcher was an accomplished musician, playing several instruments: 
organ and piano; a violin in his own orchestra; a flute in a regimental band; a piccolo in 
parades. He also played the bells at St. John's Anglican Church and filled in at the organ 
when the regular organist was absent. (It is of interest to note that the present owner of 
the house, John Tighe, also plays the bell at St. John's Church). By 1893 John Butcher 
was listed in the Town Directory as a "Music Teacher". 
 
There is a family story, told by Alex Butcher, that his father was asked by Absalom Ingram 
to teach his daughter, Margaret, to play the organ - so it was that John Butcher met his 
future wife. (The organ on which he was supposed to have given Margaret her lessons 
was given to the Peterborough Centennial Museum by their daughter, Mrs. John Scott.) 
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John Butcher and Margaret Ingram were married on September 30, 1874, in the Ingram 
home by the Rev. Mark Burnham. Their married life spanned 62 years until their deaths in 
1937. 
 
Mr. Butcher was confirmed at St. Luke's and received his first communion there. Later he 
became sexton of St. John’s Anglican Church, a position he held for fifty years, until 1921. 
He continued to ring the chimes until 1932. 
 
After their marriage, Margaret and John moved to Auburn on Armour Road, north of 
Parkhill. They later moved to Rogers Street just south of Douro - probably at 486 Rogers 
Street. 
 
Seven children were born to the John Butchers, one of whom was stillborn. The six living 
children were: 
 
1. Margaret Louise, born April 13, 1876 in Auburn; died February 10, 1969 (age 92). She 
married John Scott and lived in New Liskard 
 
2. Mary Adelaide, born August 27, 1878, on Rogers Street; died February 13, 1956  
 
3. Clara Ingram, born February 21, 1881; died February 26, 1887. 
 
4. Florence Amelia. born November 3, 1884; died March 22, 1956. 
 
5. George Raymond born November 23, 1889; died in 1975. 
 
6. Alexander Ingram, born May 2, 1894. Mr. Butcher is 86 years old at the present time 
(November, 1980). 
 
In 1896 Absalom Ingram died and his daughter, Margaret, inherited his home. She and 
her husband, John, and their six children moved into the house at this time. Mr. Alex 
Butcher believes that this was when the extra storey was added to the house to 
accommodate john’s large family and Mr. Ingram's widow, who occupied the two 
downstairs rooms on the west side of the house. 
 
The back wing, a two storey addition, was built about 1902. Alex Butcher remembers 
returning from school one day to see the original one storey wing moved back (to serve as 
a summer kitchen) and the cellar exposed. The new wing was built over the existing cellar 
by Alexander Fitzgerald. 
 
Mr. Butcher also recollects traveling with his father and brother by horse and wagon to a 
farm where Gannon’s narrows meets Pigeon Lake and bringing back several large trees 
to plant. One of these is the large birch tree which still stands on the east lawn beside the 
house.  
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When Alex Butcher was married on September 13th, 1921 he and his wife moved into the 
south half of the brick double house on Burnham Street adjoining his father’s property. 
(This house was built in 1903 by Mr. Rutherford). The Butchers lived there until 1940 
when their present house was built across the ravine on the west side of the Ingram house 
on land which was severed from the original Ingram property. Mr. Butcher still lives in this 
house with his daughter, Shirley. 
 
Upon the deaths of Margaret and John Butcher in 1937, Alex Butcher, their youngest 
child, inherited the property. He rented the house until 1944 when it was purchased by Mr. 
&  Mrs. Fred Holmes of 193 Aylmer Street who immediately sold it to their daughter and 
son-in-law, Mr. & Mrs. Edwin J. MacDonald. The Ingram-Butcher era ended with this sale. 
 
The MacDonalds lived in the house for 28 years, until 1972. They made a number of 
changes to the structure. In the mid-40's the wooden verandah, which surrounded the 
main house on the west, south and east sides, was removed and a small porch was built 
over the main entrance. A glassed-in porch which covered the east door leading into the 
wing and the south door leading into the kitchen was replaced by another porch of the 
same dimensions. A clapboard shed was built where the original kitchen, which had been 
moved in 1902, had stood. (It is not known when this old kitchen was demolished). A small 
open porch which covered the west door to the newer kitchen was replaced by a large 
glassed-in porch in the late 1940's and this was later winterized. 
 
Mrs. June Whiteman purchased the property from the MacDonalds in 1972, at which time 
most of the east lawn was sold as a separate lot on which a small bungalow was erected. 
 
In 1976 Mr. & Mrs. John Tighe became the owners of the old Ingram house. 
 
An interesting footnote about the house is that during its 126 year history it had six 
different addresses. First it was simply Lot 1, West Lake, North Sophia; then it was listed 
as merely being located on Lake Street, Ashburnham; when Ashburnham became part of 
Peterborough the address became 301 Burnham Street; some years later what used to be 
the private driveway into the Burnham Estate became Dale Avenue and the house was 
numbered 20 Dale Avenue; in 1965 Dale Avenue became Engleburn Avenue and the 
address became 306 Engleburn Avenue; lastly, in 1979 the even numbers were changed 
to odd numbers to correspond to the numbering plan of the rest of the city and the 
address became 309 Engleburn Avenue. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW - This is a rectangular, two and 
a half storey three bay, modified Georgian dwelling with a centre door. It has a medium 
gable roof with return eaves at the gable ends. The house is of frame construction, 
sheathed with clapboard and more recently, sheathed with aluminum siding. There is a 
two storey addition projecting irregularly from the north, east corner of the house which 
was added about 1902 and which is in keeping with the style of the older structure. There 
is a two flue, single stack chimney of brick located in the middle of the roof ridge which is 
unusual for this area. The flat window openings have plain wood trim at the top and sides 
and lug sills at the bottoms. The attic windows still retain the original double hung sashes, 
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the top sash containing twelve panes of glass and the bottom one eight panes. The main 
entrance is flat in shape with plain wood trim at the top and sides. It contains a transom. 
The original verandah across the front and sides has been replaced with modern porches 
and a garage. 
 
Brief Prepared by Mrs. Betty Hinton 
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Mr. John Tighe 

309 Engleburn Avenue  
Peterborough. Ontario 

 
September 23, 1980 

 
Mr. S. Hendry 
City Clerk 
City Hall 
Peterborough, Ontario 
 
Dear Mr. Hendry: 
 
As owner of the property located at 309 Engleburn Avenue, Peterborough, 
I understand and approve the recommendation hereto attached of the Peterborough 
Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee to the Council for the City of 
Peterborough, that the structure be designated in accordance with the provisions of the 
Ontario Heritage Act, 1974. 
 
It is understood that designation of a structure "to be of historic or architectural value or 
interest" is a community honour and recognition. 
 
It is understood that when a building is designated, significant structural changes that 
conflict with the reasons for designation, as stated in the designation by-law, can only be 
made after written consent has been received from the City Council for such alterations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Owner: 
 
 
 

Witness to Signature: 
 
 
 


