
The James Menzies House 

279 Sherbrooke Street, Peterborough 

 

 

LOCATION - The lands and buildings, known municipally as 279 Sherbrooke Street 

are on the northwest part of Lot No. 11, south of Sherbrooke Street and west of 

George Street, in the City of Peterborough, in the Province of Ontario. 

. 

 

OWNER: Mr. Iain St. Clair Dobson, 1 Dundas Street West Suite 2100, P.O. Box 18 

Toronto, Ontario, M5G 1Z3. 

 

OCCUPANT:  Dr. W. A. C. H. Dobson. 

 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:  1870-1872. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE:  This dwelling is a fine example of a 19th Century Regency 

Cottage. It has several special architectural features, unusual for 

Peterborough: both Flemish Bond and Common Bond methods of laying the brick were 

employed; it is square in plan with a truncated hip roof; and has a narrow, 

double-leaf front door. James Menzies, the original owner, was a leading tailor 

in the city from the 1850's to the mid 1880's. 

 

SITE AND SETTING:  The house, located on a corner lot, is set fairly close to 

both Sherbrooke and Stewart Streets. A driveway separates it from the adjacent 

house on the east. A yard and a park-playground at the rear and the corner 

location gives the dwelling an unencumbered, open setting. It is south-west of 

Peterborough's commercial center and a block from the old South Central School, 

opened in 1874.  Sherbrooke was originally the main road west to Cavan Township. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: James Menzies was born in Scotland about 1820 and came to 

Canada with his wife, Jane, and four children in the early 1850's. By 1858 he 

was established as a tailor in Peterborough and owned his own house near the 

south-west corner of Hunter and Aylmer Streets. The assessment and collector's 

Rolls indicate that in 1871 or 1872 James Menzies, with his wife and eight 

children, moved to a new house on the Sherbrooke-Stewart corner. His son, John, 

a tanner, had moved to the site in 1870 and apparently saw to the building of 

the house Which is illustrated on the 1875 BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF PETERBOROUGH. By 

1876 John had built his own house on the south part of his father’s lot. James 

Menzies died about 1885 but his widow continued to occupy the house for many 

years. 

 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: 279 Sherbrooke Street 

is a solid red brick, one storey, square, center hall plan Regency Cottage with 

a solid brick one storey kitchen wing. The brick exterior has been painted. The 

house has a medium pitched truncated hip roof broken in the center front by a 

hip roof dormer containing a double hung, segmental topped sash window. The 

foundation is of rough dressed, random placed granite stone. On the sides facing 

the two streets the brickwork starts three bricks below that of the other sides. 

A plinth encircles the house. 

The method used to lay the bricks varies: on the sides facing the two streets it 

is Flemish Bond and on the other sides it is Common Bond. (Flemish Bond is 

extremely rare and Stretcher Bond rather than Common Bond is the usual technique 

used to lay brick in both solid and brick clad structures in Peterborough). All 

window openings in the main structure are alike and have radiating voussoir head 

surrounds. They contain double hung sash windows with two panes to a sash on the 

street sides and six panes to a sash on the east side. There are two windows on 

each of the west and north sides and three on the east side. The main center 

door opening is the same shape and height as the window openings, but slightly 
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wider. It contains a transom and a double-leaf door, each leaf containing three 

panels, of which the top one is glazed. Alterations to the rear kitchen wing are 

in sympathy with the style of the main structure. New chimneys have been added 

to both the east and the west sides of the main structure. 
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