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269 Edinburgh St. 
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Ontario Heritage Act – Part IV 
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PACAC Application Approval Date: 
 

February 2004 
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Christopher Greene 

Submission Date: 
 

February 16, 2004 
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"The short statement of the reason for the designation, including a description of 
the heritage attributes along with all other components of the Heritage 
Designation Report constitute the "Reasons for the Designation" required under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The Heritage Designation Report is available for 
viewing in the City Clerk's office during regular business hours." 
 
SHORT STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR HERITAGE DESIGNATION 
 
The house at 269 Edinburgh Street is both architecturally and historically 
significant.  It was constructed, probably in 1847 or 1848, for John Edmison, one 
of the first settlers in Peterborough, who accompanied Adam Scott on his search 
for a mill site in 1819.  By 1857 it was the home of Mossom Boyd, the noted 
lumber merchant from Bobcaygeon, although Boyd may well have inhabited it as 
early as 1851.  Sometime in the mid-1870s Boyd leased it to his niece 
Clementina and her husband, John E. Belcher, who added a wing to the house 
and made numerous changes to both the exterior and interior of the original 
house  Belcher was Peterborough’s most important architect in the last quarter of 
the nineteenth century and designed many houses and notable civic and 
commercial buildings, including the Market Hall, the Morrow Building on George 
St., St. John’s Church parish hall, the former Carnegie Library, the Pagoda 
Bridge, and the chapel at Little Lake Cemetery.  Many of his downtown 
commercial buildings have been demolished, including the Bradburn building and 
Opera House north of the Market Hall, razed for the construction of Peterborough 
Square. 
 
The house remained in the possession of John Belcher’s descendants until 1987, 
when it was purchased by the present owner. 
 
The house consists of two parts, each architecturally significant in different ways.  
The original house, constructed of limestone from the quarries in what is now 
Jackson Park, is an extremely well preserved and imposing example of the 
vernacular Georgian style, with some changes made by John Belcher.  It is very 
unusual in having a moat around three sides, covered by the veranda.  The wing 
designed by John Belcher is an elaborate and impressive example of the Tudor 
Revival style. Many interior spaces have architectural interest. The dining room, 
renovated by Belcher in a style inspired by the noted British designer Charles 
Eastlake, is unique and exceptionally fine. 
 
 
CURRENT OWNER  Mrs. Ann Moore 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER  John Edmison 
 
ARCHITECT: Addition by John Belcher 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION   1847-1848 (estimate), addition ca.1875 



 
BUILDER: Unknown 
 
Heritage Evaluation Criteria Note:  Category A heritage properties are: 
"individually outstanding and have the broadest heritage significance in the City 
by virtue of architectural, historical, and environmental criteria along with overall 
integrity of design and construction. "Category A" properties generally hold 
provincial and/or national significance". 
 
CONTEXT- SITE AND SETTING: 
 
The house occupies a prominent setting at the top of the hill at the intersection of 
Stewart and Edinburgh Streets.  It is by far the largest house in the area, and   its 
Tudor wing dominates the residential neighborhood, an eclectic mix of Victorian 
and early twentieth-century homes.  The large lot extends from Bethune to 
Stewart Streets and occupies most of the northern half of the block bounded by 
Edinburgh, Stewart, Bethune, and Dublin Streets.  It once extended seventy-five 
feet farther south, perhaps even farther originally.  The house, which is nearly 
centered on its north side, was originally oriented toward the south, and its main 
entrance was on the southern façade, which faces the extensive lawn and 
gardens.  The house is now oriented toward Edinburgh Street, and the main 
entrance is contained in the eastern part of a one-story board-and-batten wing to 
the west of the Tudor wing.  The automobile entrance from Stewart Street 
replaces the existing but disused drive from Edinburgh Street leading to the front 
veranda. 
 
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES TO BE DESIGNATED 
 
The Reasons for Designation include the following heritage attributes and apply 
to all elevations and the roof including all façades, entrances, windows, 
chimneys, and trim, together with construction materials of wood, brick, stone, 
plaster parging, metal and glazing, their related building techniques and 
landscape features: 
 
Exterior Elements: 
 
Low-pitched hipped roof; 
 
Wide eaves with plain wooden fascia, soffits, simple mouldings and plain frieze, 
verge boards, decorative blocks and finials; 
 
Masonry walls including retaining walls in ‘moat’; 
 
Verandah including wooden columns, railings, newels and balusters; 
 



Double-leaved French doors with moulded casing and plain lintel (both stone and 
wood), stained glass transoms above; 
 
6/6, 1/1, leaded glass fixed and casement sash windows, including their 
transoms; 
 
Shingle siding; 
 
Faux-timbered, Tudoresque plastered exterior wall finishes; 
 
Projecting second storey sills and supporting brackets with carved faces. 
 
Interior Elements: 
 
Eastlake inspired interior finishes in the dining room;  
 
Dining room fireplace and mantelpiece; 
 
Coffered ceiling in dining room; 
 
Dining room floor. 
 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
 
The Original House constructed in 1847-48 
 
The original two-story house is rectangular, oriented east and west.  It has a 
basement of full height. This is surrounded by a moat on the east, south, and 
west sides which is covered by the veranda on the east and south.  The two-foot-
thick walls are constructed of roughly coursed limestone rubble.  The same stone 
is used for the moat’s retaining wall. 
 
Like most buildings of this period with a vaguely Georgian character, the house 
has a low-pitched hipped roof.  The wide eaves have plain fascias, soffits with a 
simple inner molding and a plain frieze decorated with a horizontal molding strip 
slightly less than halfway from the top. 
 
There are single brick chimneys at either end.  A string course divides the top 
two sections of each, and the middle sections contain recessed vertical panels 
with semi-circular tops.  The bottom sections are slightly larger in dimension.  
The present chimneys, painted gray, are not original. 
 
The wide veranda has a low-pitched roof carried by five wooden columns across 
the front and three on the east end resting on brick piers behind a screen of 
sturdy wooden pickets.  There are plain fascias and molded soffits over plain 



lintels.  Between the columns is a simple balustrade with square pickets, except 
at the southeast corner, where a set of seven steps leads to the ground.  The 
columns, made from single timbers, are square at top and bottom, but between 
are chamfered to be octagonal.  They rest on square plinths and have square 
molded capitals. 
 
EAST FAÇADE – original house 
 
There are no windows in the second story.  In the northern bay of the first story 
there is a double-leaved French door with molded casing and a plain wooden 
lintel extending well beyond the sides of the opening. A double-paned transom 
contains designs in stained glass.  The doors each contain two panes above a 
lower panel.  
 
A window is centered in the basement wall.  It is headed by stone voussoirs, has 
a lugged wooden sill, and contains 6/6 double-hung sash. 
 
SOUTH FAÇADE 
 
The three-bay façade contains three windows on the second story, each 
containing 2/2 double-hung sash, which may have replaced original 6/6 sashes 
during the renovations carried out by John Belcher.  There are molded wooden 
casings and lugged wooden sills.  Limestone lintels project into the frieze above, 
and there are stone quoins on the sides.  These may also be products of the 
Belcher renovations. 
 
On the first story the centered entrance door is surrounded by a transom and 1/1 
side lights above recessed panels.  The door itself contains a single central 
panel. The entire opening has a molded wooden casing with a beaded edge. 
 
The left bay contains a triple-leaved French window with a molded wooden 
casing, a wooden threshold, and a plain wooden lintel extending well beyond the 
opening.  Each leaf contains two panes.  There is a three-light transom 
containing elaborate stained glass designs.  This window may have replaced a 
two-leaved window during the Belcher renovations.  It is possible that the window 
on the east was originally here. 
 
In the right bay there is a double-leaved French window like that on the east 
façade, but with a heading of stone voussoirs rather than a wooden lintel.  This 
may suggest that this was the original window design and that those with the 
wooden lintels are of later date. 
 
At the western end of the porch there is a room, known as the “harness room”, 
with board and batten siding.  It has an entrance from the porch and a window to 
the south with 6/6 sash. 
 



On the basement level there is a central door with a double light transom and 
stone voussoirs.  In each of the other bays there are windows with wooden 
casings, lugged wooden sills, stone voussoirs, and 6/6 sash. 
 
A triangular dormer in the center of the roof marks the end of a cross gable from 
the Belcher addition to the north.  It has a plain fascia, shingle siding, and 
contains a modern double-leaved casement window. 
 
WEST FAÇADE original house 
 
On the second story there is a window only in the left bay. It is similar to those on 
the south façade.  There are no windows on the first story.  A shed roof protects 
stairs leading to the moat from the left.  In the basement there are a door and a 
window in the southern bay.  Both have stone voussoirs.  The window has a 
lugged wooden sill and contains modern 1/1 sash. 
 
NORTH FAÇADE – original house  
 
Most of this façade has been obscured by the Belcher addition and by a one-
story 1960s addition to its west containing the present street entrance, a study, 
and a garage.  To the east of the addition there is one window on the second 
story like all the others on that floor except for the fact that it has no quoins and is 
headed by stone voussoirs rather 
than a lintel.  Below it there can be 
seen just to the left of the wall of 
the addition half of an earlier 
window opening which is now 
blocked up with coursed limestone.  
There are stone voussoirs and a 
stone sill.  Presumably the window 
was blocked during the 
construction of the addition. 
 
To the west of the addition, on the 
second story, the stone voussoirs 
remain from a window opening now 
blocked with coursed limestone.  
The new entrance obscures the 
façade of the first story. 
 
THE BELCHER ADDITION 
 
 This addition or wing extends 
about twelve feet north from the 
north façade of the original house 
and is centered on that facade.  It 



is a two and a half story gable fronted structure with a steep roof and boxed 
projecting eaves.  The vergeboards are edged with molding and decorated with 
pairs of square blocks and there is a finial at the peak.  The ends of the verges 
are carried on single wooden brackets. 
 
The first story is constructed of coursed limestone rubble.  The upper stories are 
separated from the lower by a projecting wooden sill supported by molding and 
are faced with stucco, over which false half-timbering has been applied – in 
verticals and horizontals on the east and west sides, and in an elaborate pattern 
on the north façade consisting of horizontals, verticals, diagonals, pointed 
arches, and curved diamond shapes in several levels. 
 
On the east façade a tall exterior red brick chimney rises from the top of the 
stone first story.  It culminates in two sections containing round-arched panels, 
and it has been carried down to the foundation with a single flue of gray brick.  
The present chimney was reconstructed in 1988.  There is a small casement 
window to the left of the chimney on the second story.  Below it a modern door 
has replaced the original window, whose stone lintel and quoined dressings, like 
those of the second story windows in the original house, are still apparent.  There 
is a modern casement window 
to the right of the chimney 
 
On the west façade of the wing 
there is only a small casement 
on the second floor just north of 
the wall of the original house. 
 
On the north façade there is a 
window centered in the first 
story with a stone sill and 
containing a modern triple 
casement.    The second story 
projects beyond the first and is 
carried on four stone corbels.  
There is coved stucco between 
the outer pairs, but not over the 
window.  Small grotesque faces 
decorate the bottoms of the 
corner boards.  On the second 
story there are two double 
casements with transoms and 
projecting wooden sills.  Vertical 
members of the half timbering 
frame them. Each casement 
contains a single panel of 
leaded glass set in diamond 



and octagon patterns.  On the third story a projecting double casement window 
with a prominent wooden sill is carried on three wooden brackets.  Above it there 
is a projecting gabled lattice.  These windows also contain leaded glass panels. 
 
INTERIOR – Dining Room 
 
This room, measuring approximately 15 x 24 feet, occupies the western part of 
the first floor of the original house, extending from the front to the back of the 
structure.  While the room itself may be original, its decoration is the product of 
John Belcher’s renovations in the latter part of the 19th century.  It is a very fine 
example of the Eastlake style popular in the 1870s and 1880s. 
 
The only window in the room is on the south wall.  It is a triple French window 
with a triple transom, set in a window embrasure about six feet wide.  Each 
transom contains a fine stained glass design of flowers within a circle within a 
square of coloured glass.  Each casement contains two panes of glass separated 
by a horizontal glazing bar. 
 
A fireplace is centered in the west wall.  On the east wall double six-paneled 
doors toward the south lead to the hall, and a single similar door toward the north 
leads to the service area.  High baseboards with molded tops extend around the 
room. 
 
In addition to the window, the most significant elements of the room are the 
paneled ceiling, fireplace mantle and overmantle, and the floor.  All wood is pine, 
the floor left natural and the paneling stained. 
 
Tiles with a pattern of triangles and flowers surround the fireplace, and its heavy 
frame contains paneled, incised, and turned elements in the Eastlake manner.  
Brackets support a mantelshelf, above which there is a beveled-glass mirror set 
into paneling with 
fluted pilasters on 
either side.  Above this 
overmantle a deep 
coved cornice of 
horizontal boards with 
vertical ribs extends to 
the ceiling. 
 
Around the perimeter 
of the ceiling molded 
stained cornices 
support a paneled 
frame giving the 
appearance of an 
enclosed beam.  The 



ceiling itself is divided into three 
transverse sections, divided by 
deep molded members.  The 
central section, extending from 
the fireplace cornice, contains a 
square center containing a 
diamond, all framed by molded 
dividers and filled with tongued 
and grooved boards in diagonal 
patterns.  On either end of this 
square two sections divided by 
molding and filled with 
herringbone boarding extend to 
the perimeter.  There are larger 
major sections of paneling on 
either side of this central section, 
each divided by molding into four 
divisions with the boards set in 
diagonal patterns to create a 
herringbone effect. 
 
The ceiling design is reflected in 
the floor, although here the square central section is larger than the ends, the 
reverse of the ceiling.  Two board widths mark the floor’s perimeter.  Lines of four 
transverse boards define the square central section.  Within the square a 
diamond is created with pairs of diagonal boards.  Except for these and the 
transverse boards across the ends of the room and those marking the central 
square, all boards are laid longitudinally. 
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