
ENGLEBURN 
260 ENGLEBURN AVENUE 

PETERBOROUGH, ONTARIO 
 

LOCATION - The lands and buildings, known municipally as 260 Engleburn Avenue, on the north 
side of Engleburn place, east of Engleburn Avenue. 
ALL AND SINGULAR and certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, lying and being in 
the City of Peterborough, in the County of Peterborough and Province of Ontario and being 
composed of part of Block A according to Registered Plan Number 124 for the said City of 
Peterborough now designated as Part 6, Plan 45R3531. Dated this 14th day of February, 1980. 
 
 
OWNER & OCCUPANT: Mr. Dennis J. Young. 
 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1853. 
 
ARCHITECT and/or BUILDER: Unknown. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE - The house is the finest example of English Palladium, also termed Classical 
Revival, architecture in the Peterborough area, if not in Ontario. It was built in 1853 for the 
Reverend Mark Burnham, son of Hon. Zacheus Burnham, who was the largest land owner in 
Otonobee Township and in Ashburnham Village. Rev. Mark Burnham was the fifth rector of St. 
John's Anglican Church, Peterborough, between 1852 and 1857 and helped to establish St. Luke's 
Anglican Church in Ashburnham. 
 
SITE AND SETTING - The house is located in the former village of Ashburnham, east of the 
Otonobee River and north of Little Lake on a small parcel of land which is all that remains of the 
original 25 acres of landscaped parkland with which it was originally surrounded. Its spectacular 
view across the Otonobee River to Peterborough is blocked with substantial early 20th Century 
houses. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - The Burnham Family trace their ancestry in England back to at 
least the Norman Conquest if 1066. In 1635 three brothers came to North America and settled in 
New England where there are still numerous descendants. Following the American Revolution four 
Burnham brothers immigrated to Canada and settled in and near Port Hope and Cobourg. 
Zacheus, the father of Rev. Mark Burnham (subject of this paper), among other activities, had an 
influential position in the “family compact". As treasurer of the Newcastle District, he oversaw its 
survey and was in a favourable position to acquire excellent water power sites and other land 
which formed the basis of the family fortune. The REVEREND MARK BURNHAM, the only son of 
Zacheus, was born at Cobourg in 1804, educated in Dr. Strachan's school and at Queen's 
College, Oxford (BA 1829, MA), was ordained deacon in 1829 and served as rector of the parish 
of St. Thomas from 1829 to 1852. He came to Peterborough in 1852 and served as rector of St. 
John's Anglican Church until late in 1857 when he retired following the death of his father. Until his 
death in 1877, he remained active as a missionary and benefactor to St, Mark's, Otonobee and St. 
Mark's, Warsaw. He also donated the land on which St. Luke's, Ashburnham was erected in 1876. 
He was married to Hetty Stickney Bostwick of Pt. Stanley, and had four sons and a daughter. Rev. 
Burnham was mainly interested in managing his property and pursuing the arts. He built one of the 
finest houses in the Province, the design being inspired by his sojourn in England. 
He possessed one of the finest private libraries in the Province and added a library wing (now 
demolished) to his Peterborough home, "Engleburn". He also compiled THE COLONIAL 
HARMONIST, a book of hymns and chant& which he had published in Port Hope in 1832. He was 
on the building committee of the Union School, a direct successor of the school of Armour and 
Taylor, earlier rectors of St. John's. 
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 "Engleburn” is the name the Rev. Mark Burnham gave to his estate in Ashburnham, an 
independent village on the east side of the Otonobee River until it became part of Peterborough in 
1903. The house is a large two storey cream brick mansion built in 1853 in Classical Revival, or 
more accurately, English Palladium style. It has a wide entrance hall and a staircase hall at the 
rear. 
The rooms are spacious and beautifully proportioned with tall bay windows. The large drawing 
room is divided by a double fireplace. The simple Doric style portico, which originally graced the 
front entrance was removed to the side entrance and replaced by a large two story porch with a 
monumental pediment in the early 1900's. The present side entrance was originally the door 
leading into the library wing, which has been demolished. During the Burnham occupancy the 
house was furnished and appointed with the finest of furniture, china, glass and silver. 

The extensive grounds were beautifully laid out with walks, gardens, shrubbery and a 
tennis court. The view across the Otonobee was spectacular. The house was surrounded by a 
moat-like trench for drainage purposes. It and the well kept walks were of stone quarried in New 
York State. E. Whitefield, who travelled through this area in 1853 or 1854, made a sketch of the 
house which is in the Public Archives of Canada. Before her death, Miss Florence Burnham, a 
grand-daughter of Rev. Mark Burnham, recalled some of her impressions and memories. She 
remembered the long corridors and the carrying of meals from the kitchen at the rear of the house 
through devious routes to the dining room. She told of the opportunity missed of being honoured 
with an overnight visit by the Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII, in 1860. Mark Burnham was 
happy, and probably honoured, to place his house at the Prince's disposal until he learned that he 
was expected to vacate the house during the visit. He decided that there would be no entertaining 
of royalty in his home unless he was in residence. In consequence the Prince's visit to 
Peterborough was cut short and he continued on to Port Hope for the night. 

Mr. McAllister, whose stone mill was an Ashburnham landmark for many years, purchased 
the house from the Burnhams in 1903. In 1910 it was sold to Judge Huyke. Later it was purchased 
by William Tinker who converted it into apartments. It was purchased from the Tinker Estate in 
1980. The new owner, Mr. Dennis Young, is actively engaged in its restoration. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: 
 
“Engleburn" is a single detached unit - it contains 5600 square feet of living space, exclusive of the 
full basement. 
 
Plan - square, with two storey projecting bays in the centre of each side and a rear kitchen wing. 
 
Main structure - 2 storeys in height, solid brick stretcher bond construction with brick quoin 
decorations at each corner. 
 
Basement - under entire main structure with bearing walls under all upper storey walls and arch 
supports under all fireplaces. 
 
Foundations - random laid granite rubble, finished on exterior with stucco scored to resemble 
ashlar blocks. 
 
Roof - low truncated hip type. The eaves on all sides have a moulded fascia, and a plain soffit of 
wood plus a brick decorated frieze with small brackets. 
Chimneys - One is offset to the left the other is offset to the right and both are - offset towards the 
front of the structure. They are both double, joined at the bottom. The bases are rectangular and 
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the two separated stacks become octagonal and are finished at the tops with string courses and 
decorated brick cresting. 
 
Windows - The structural shape of all window heads is flat. They are all trimmed with moulded 
head and side surrounds. In addition those on the first storey are surmounted by plain pediments 
supported on each side by brackets; those on the second storey are surmounted by entablatures 
supported on each side by brackets. The trim within the structural openings is all moulded. All the 
window sills are lug sills. Except for two altered and one new window, all windows are of the 
double-hung sash type. Those on the second storey still contain their original six panes to each 
sash. The muntins in the first storey windows have been removed and now each sash contains a 
single pane of glass. 
 
Window locations - On the front facade, the three upper windows are directly above the centre 
door and the two flanking windows. On the south side, except for a small new window the three 
windows on each storey are located in the two storey projecting bay. This feature is repeated on 
the north side, which also has a renovated window east of the bay and directly above the side 
entrance. On the rear, or east side, there are three evenly spaced windows on the second storey, 
of which, the north one has been renovated. 
 
Doors- The structural shape of the door heads is flat. The main entrance, in the centre of the front 
facade, has a brick voussoir head surround, but no side surrounds. The trim within the structural 
opening is moulded. It has a flat transom. (The transom infill and the door are not original.) The 
side entrance is on the north side, east of the two storey bay. The moulded head and side 
surrounds duplicated that of the windows. The trim within the structural opening is moulded. The 
door is an original single leaf, six panel door like those used in the interior. It has been cut down to 
fit the space. (This was originally the entrance to the library wing, now demolished). 
 
Porches- The large two storey front porch with its monumental pediment, replaced the original 
Classical Doric porch which is now located over the side entrance. With the approval of the 
Peterborough Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee, the present owner plans to restore 
the original porch to its original location, in the centre of the front facade. 
 
Rear kitchen wing - Of solid brick, stretcher bond construction, it is 1½  storeys in height with a salt 
box shaped roof and a gabled parapet end wall with a single stack chimney at the peak. The 
original double hung windows on the first storey contain twelve over eight panes in the sashes. 
One original double hung sash window on the half storey contains eight over eight panes. 
 
Other features-- Most of the main structure is surrounded by the remains of a stone drain, directly 
under the eaves, to carry off the rain water. 
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