
VERULAM 
 236 BURNHAM STREET 

LOCATION & LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Known municipally as 236 Burnham Street. 
August 21, 1975 - #286079 - "ALL and Singular that certain parcel or tract of land and premises, 
situate, lying and being in the City of Peterborough, in the County of Peterborough, and the 
Province of Ontario, and being composed of a part of Lots Number 1 and 2 south of James Street 
and East of Burnham Street, according to Registered Plan Number 1A for the said City; 
and which said parcel, being part of the lands described in Registered Instrument Number 32750, 
is shown bordered in red on the plan of survey attached to Registered Instrument Number 160507 
and may be particularly described as follows: 
 
BEARINGS herein are astronomic and are referred to the meridian through the south eastern 
angle of Lot Number 1 north of Maria Street and west of Mark Street according to said Registered 
Plan Number 1A; 
 
COMMENCING at the north western angle of the said Lot Number 1 south of James Street and 
east of Burnham Street; 
 
THENCE north 87 degrees 26 minutes east, along the northern limit if the said Lot and being along 
the southern limit of said James Street, a distance of 121.65 feet to a survey monument; 
 
THENCE south 2 degrees 53 minutes east, being along the western limits of lands described in 
Registered Instrument Number 97032, a distance of 100.0 feet to a survey monument; 
 
THENCE north 87 degrees 26 minutes east, 2.5 feet to a survey monument; 
 
THENCE south 1 degree 47 minute west, 101.53 feet, more or less, to a survey monument 
planted in the southern limit of said Lot Number 2 south of James Street; 
 
THENCE south 87 degrees 24 minutes 30 seconds west, along the last mentioned limit, a distance 
of 118.33 feet, more or less, to a survey monument planted in the eastern limit of the said Lot 
Number 2; 
 
THENCE north 2 degrees 09 minutes west, along the western limits of the said Lots Number 2 and 
1 south of James Street, and being along the eastern limit of said Burnham Street, a distance of 
201.20 feet, more or less, to the point of commencement. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER: William Snyder. 
 
OWNERS & OCCUPANTS, 1986: William van der Wel & Peter William van der Wel. 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1877  
 
ARCHITECT: Probably John E. Belcher. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: The mansard roof, vertical lines, decorative window trim and brackets make 
Verulam the best example of the Second Empire style of private dwelling in Peterborough. 
Probably designed by local architect and engineer John E. Belcher, it was the home of John 
James Lundy, Peterborough's thirteenth mayor, for forty years. During his occupancy, the house 
was the social gathering place for many of the town's elite citizens.  
 
SITE & SETTING: This large mansion stands on the top of a hill which originally had a “view of the 
exceptionally beautiful scenery, extending over lake and surrounding country... ". Sweeping lawns 
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and terraces, decorated with Italian statues, descended to a large tennis court on the shore of 
Little Lake. Today, although the view is hidden by houses, the mansion still dominates the 
landscape due to its prominent location on the corner of Burnham and James Streets. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: The history of this property begins three years before the Peter 
Robinson immigrants settled across the Otonobee River in 1825. In 1822 Nancy Randall was 
given the Crown Patent for 200 acres of land in Otonobee Township and which included this 
property. In 1825 she and her husband sold the whole 200 acres to Mark Burnham for £200. The 
following year Mark sold it to his brother Zaccheus for £400. In 1855, for the sum of £100, the 200 
acres became the property of Rev. Mark Burnham the son of Zaccheus. Next, the records indicate 
that, although William Snyder was in possession of that portion of the 200 acres upon which his 
mansion was later erected in 1860, the deed of purchase from Rev. Mark Burnham was not 
registered until 1868. 
 
Verulam was not the first structure on this site; Sandford Fleming's 1846 PLAN OF 
PETERBOROUGH shows two large structures. They appear to be larger than houses. It would be 
interesting to discover what they were and who occupied them. 
 
Verulam was built about 1877 for William Snyder who owned a lumber business in Peterborough. 
About 1850 the manufacturing of sawn lumber for the American market became big business in 
Peterborough and a number of saw mills were built along the Otonobee River taking advantage of 
the excellent water power generated in that stretch of river above Hunter Street. It was in this 
stretch of river that Mr. Snyder built his mill in 1852. Little is known about William Snyder except 
the bare statistics. The 1851 Census lists William, a lumberman, age 62, married to Catherine, age 
57. They have three unmarried children; Sarah, age 23, Edward, a clerk, age 20, and James, a 
printer, age 16. 
 
It is not recorded why William Snyder occupied this fine dwelling for only two years. In any event, 
he sold it to John James Lundy in 1879 for $1,986. The property remained part of the Lundy 
Estate until 1937 when it was sold to Mr. & Mrs. George Bigelow who converted it into the 
"Huntingdon Apartments". It later had several owners until it came into the possession of the Van 
der Wels in 1975. 
 
John James was the son of William and Margaret Lundy. William Lundy was born in Cavan, 
Ireland in 1801 and emigrated to Canada in 1819. He came to Peterborough in 1832 or 1833 
where he started in business as a merchant tailor. Within two years he also had a general store 
and became a distiller. During the 1837 Rebellion he was given an order for clothing for the regular 
forces, which was considered a large order for those times. In 1845 he built a tannery along 
Jackson Creek between Brock and Murray Streets west of Aylmer Street. This he operated until 
1852 when the operation was carried on by his son Robert B. Lundy. This old stone tannery was 
demolished in 1951 to make space for a service station and garage. By carefully business 
management, William Lundy accumulated money and at the time of his death in 1878 was 
considered one of the country's wealthiest men. 
 
When William Lundy died, his oldest son John James continued to operate the merchant business, 
located on the east side of George Street south of Simcoe Street, until 1833 when Robert Neill 
leased the property for his shoe store. He also took charge of and managed the family estate, as 
well as his own extensive property. At the time of his father's death the family consisted of his 
mother, three brothers and five sisters. 
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For over forty years much of the social life of Peterborough and Ashburnham centered around J.J. 
Lundy's home, Verulam. The famous musicals, the parties and the dances held by Mr. Lundy, who 
was a bachelor, and his sister Isabella (Bella) attracted the socially elite of the town. 
 
John James always appeared exceptionally well groomed. He was driven daily to his office by his 
coachman. Incidentally, part of his coach house still stands on James Street; it has been 
converted into a three unit apartment. 
 
He and his sister Bella made five trips to Great Britain, spending several months at a time in the 
Old Country. On their last trip in 1899 they almost lost their lives when their ship the Scotsman 
sank. 
 
He was a member of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church and was one of the early members, and 
master in 1874, of Corinthian Lodge 101 A.F. & A.M. He served for many years as a director and 
president of Little Lake Cemetery Company. 
 
J.J.'s first municipal service was in 1867 as captain in the volunteer fire brigade. He was in charge 
of the company that operated the fire engine which was a hand worked double action pump with 
two cylinders and suction hose attached. 
 
In 1871 Mr. Lundy was elected to the town council and re-elected the following two years. In 1874 
he was appointed to the Town Trust Commission, resigning in 1886. He was elected mayor by 
acclimation in 1879, just at the time when Canada was coming out of a severe depression. 
Because of his business abilities, he received a second acclimation as mayor in 1880. In 1882 he 
ran for a seat in the Federal parliament but was defeated. 
 
John James died on March 11, 1918 at the age of 84 years. His sister, Isabella, and brother, 
Douglas J. (Duke) continued to occupy Verulam until their deaths in 1924. Until it was purchased 
by the Bigelows in 1937 it remained part of the Lundy estate. For the most part it remained vacant 
except for vagrants who occupied it from time to time. Those were depression years and any 
shelter was eagerly sought. 
 
When the George Bigelows purchased the house in 1937 it was in sad shape. After much careful 
restoration and renovation it became the Huntingdon Apartments and was beautifully cared for. 
Unfortunately circumstances required the removal of the front and rear verandas and removal of 
doors and windows from the rear. Originally the front and the rear were identical. Later owners let 
the structure deteriorate until the Van der Wels became the owners. They are to be greatly 
commended for the care they have exercised in bringing it back to its former grandeur. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: The main house is rectangular 
in shape. Two storeys of solid brick construction stand on a cut granite sill which rests in a 
foundation of broken coursed cut stone. A high, four sided mansard roof forms the third storey. 
Frontispieces, three storeys in height, protrude from the center of both the front and rear facades. 
A three sided, three storey bay is centrally located in the west facade. 
 
A kitchen wing is attached to the east side of the main house. It consists of two sections, neither of 
which is as wide nor as high as the main house. The first section is centrally attached to the main 
structure, has one solid brick storey on a stone foundation and a second storey with a mansard 
roof on the front and rear and is finished on the east end with a gabled parapet. The second 
section is also solid brick, one storey high with a flat roof; the rear wall is flush with the first wing 
section while the front wall is stepped back. 
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The brick work is all stretcher bond without decorations except for plain recessed panels above the 
second storey windows in the west bay and the label head surrounds on all windows in the main 
house. 
 
The mansard roofs are of sheet metal scored to resemble large shingles. These roofs rest on wide 
decorated entablatures supported by decorative brackets of several sizes. 
 
The house has five single stacked chimneys, four on the main house and one on the first wing 
section. Those on the main house have paired arched and plain rectangular panels, string courses 
and other decorative brick trim. The one on the wing is plain and is located at the peak of the 
parapet gabled end. 
 
All the openings on the first storey of the main house are semicircular in shape. On the second 
storey they are segmental in shape. The centre windows on the west bay are paired. All openings 
on the wing sections are rectangular in shape. The windows in the mansard storey are set into 
decorated dormers, with alternating curved and plain pediments on the main house and plain 
pediments on the wing. The dormer windows on the main house are segmental in shape and 
those in the wing are flat. 
 
The main entrance is in the centre of the main, or north facade. It is the same height as the 
windows, but wider. It contains a double leaf, multi-panel door with glass lights. 
 
CREDITS: 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS: Gina Martin 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: Martha Ann Kidd & Gina Martin 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Martha Ann Kidd 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Martha Ann Kidd 
 
OLD PHOTOGRAPHS: Peterborough Centennial Museum Archives 
 
Brief completed on April 14, 1986 
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Chain of Title  
 
PATENT  March 14, 1822 The Crown to Nancy Randall All 200 acres 
 
B&S #1198 - April 13, 1824 - Registered, January 31, 1825 John J. & Nancy Randall to 

Mark Burnham £200 - All 200 acres 
 
B&S #1553 - July 26, 1826 - Registered, No date given Mark Burnham to Zaccheus 

Burnham £400 - ALL 200-acres 
 
B&S #8788 - February 26, 1855 - Registered, April 17, 1855 Rob't N. Burnham (?) to 

Mark Burnham £100 - All 200 acres 
 
B&S #13 - August 16, 1960 - Registered, October 8, 1868 Thomas Howard et ai, 

Bursees (?) et all to Wm. Katherine Snyder £150 - All 
 
B&S #14 - September 25, 1868 - Registered, October 8, 1868 Rev'd M. Burnham et ux 

to Catherine Snyder $450 - All 
 
B&S  #589 - October 18, 1879 - Registered, November 15, 1879 William & Catherine 

Snyder to John L. Lundy $1.00 – All 
 
Release  #689 - Bank of Toronto - Release No. 557 
 
PROBATE of WILL & CODICALS 
 

#2927 - June 13, 1911 - Registered, April 24, 1( John J. Lundy to George W. & 
Douglas J. Lundy & Edward A. Peck Exrs All Subject to Life Estate of Isabella 
Lundy 

 
GRANT #32759 - May 1, 1937 - Registered, May 15, 1937 The Toronto General Trusts 

Corp. & James D. Lundy Exs & Will of Dou~ J. Lundy (dec'd) and Susan Lundy 
(w'o) by her Attorneys the Toronto General Trusts Corp. & J. Lundy Exr of said 
Estate to Gordon J. & Dorothy Bigelow (Joint Tenants) $3,500 - All. See index 
81339. See Recitals - & other land 

 
GRANT #160507 - May 30, 1966 - Registered, June 9, 1966 Gordon & Dorothy Bigelow to 

Willard L. Elmsley $50,500 - Pt - Plan annexed 
 
GRANT  #234492 - May 19, 1972 - Registered, June 1, 1972 Willard L. Elmsley et ux to Ken 

S. & Getrude N. Gartan, joint tenant $2.00 - Part, subject to condition - Tax Aff't 
$70,000. & other lane 

 
GRANT #286079 - August 21, 1975 - Registered, August 27, 1975 
 


