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LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION - The building is known municipally as 
Burnham Mansion: All and Singular that certain parcel or tract of land 
and premises situate, lying and being part of Lot 27, Concession 11, 
formerly in the Township of Otonabee, now in the City of Peterborough, 
County of Peterborough being designated as Part 1 on Plan registered in 
the Registry Office for the County of Peterborough as 45R 1291. 
(Instrument # 326306) 
 
SITE AND SETTING - Burnham Mansion is located in the northeastern 
section of Peterborough, formerly Otonabee Township. It is bordered to 
the south by Highway #7 (Trans-Canada Highway), to the west by 
Television Road, to the east by Mark S. Burnham Park property and to the 
north by privately owned property. 
 
OWNER AND OCCUPANT - Burnham Mansion is owned by Mr. George Nicolaides 
who operates under the name of Burnham Steakhouse Inc. The building is 
currently being used as a restaurant. 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION – 1873 
 
STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE - Simple Italianate 
 
ARCHITECT - Although yet to be proven, Burnham Mansion may have been 
designed by Walter Strickland, nephew of pioneer authoresses Catherine 
Parr Traill and Susanna Moodie. The simple Italianate structure follows 
his style of design and records show that although he kept his residence 
in Toronto, he advertised and carried on many projects in the 
Peterborough area. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE - Possibly designed by Walter Strickland, nephew of Susanna 
Moodie and Catherine Parr Traill, Burnham Mansion was built for Zaccheus 
Burnham Jr., a son of Reverend Mark Burnham and grandson of the 
Honourable Zaccheus Burnham Sr. For many years it was the home of Mark 
S. Burnham, namesake of the Mark S. Burnham Park. Built in a simple 
Italianate design, the house still has its original library wing. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - The history of this impressive old home goes 
back to February 28, 1830 when the Crown patented the 200 acres 
comprising lot # 27 concession 11 of Otonabee Township to Zaccheus 
Burnham Sr. of the Cobourg area. In September 1858, the land was 
released to Burnham's son, Reverend Mar~ Burnham, who was by that time 
settled in the village of Ashburnham and acting as rector of St. John's 
Anglican Church. It was Reverend Burnham who would eventually build the 
house now known as Burnham Mansion for his son Zaccheus Burnham Jr.  
 
Born in 1840 in St. Thomas, Ontario, Zaccheus Burnham junior moved with 
his family to Ashburnham the 1852 where he lived at “Engleburn” the 
gracious Burnham family home on the eastern bank of the Otonobee River 
(Now 260 Engleburn Ave.). Coming from a highly prominent family, his 
father was a well respected clergyman, his brother, John, a lawyer and 
member of parliament and his brother George a doctor and Board of 
Education member. It appeared early that capital Zaccheus was the most 
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adventurous of the Burnhams and had trouble deciding on a career. In his 
early years he was sent to school in Quebec, either Bishops College or 
Lower Canada, but was soon dismissed. Reverend Burnham subsequently sent 
family friend Absalom Ingram to Quebec to find Zaccheus and bring him 
back to Ashburnham. In 1860 Zaccheus set out with his maternal cousin to 
find gold in California but returned penniless in 1870. The only memento 
of his California adventure was a magenta colored paper pass on the 
Carson City - Nevada Railway written in Chinese script. 
 
In an effort to settle their son down from his adventures, the Burnhams 
used part of the fortune accumulated by the first Zaccheus Burnham to 
establish him as a gentleman farmer and raiser of purebred Jersey cattle 
in Otonabee township. 
Reverend Burnham sold 150 acres of the original 200 acre lot to his son 
on September 27, 1871 for $1.00 (#812). Zaccheus bought the other 50 
acres in 1878 from a Reverend Gough for $4140. 00 (#1992). In 1872, he 
married Martha Stewart Fowlis, a niece of the Honourable Thomas A. 
Stewart. They would eventually have five children: Mark Stanley Burnham; 
Thomas Burnham; George Burnham; Florence Burnham and; Anne Burnham. 
Originally called "Engleburn Farm", the homestead was built in 1873. It 
is difficult to pin down the architect. 
The simple Italianate design and decorative eave bricking point to 
Walter Strickland, a Toronto architect and nephew of pioneer authoresses 
Catherine Parr Traill and Susanna Moodie. At that time, Strickland's 
practise was at a peak and the Peterborough Examiner and Review show 
that he advertised and carried on many projects in the Peterborough 
area. 
It is interesting to note that the house still maintains the original 
library wing built at the time of construction and has had only a few 
additions to the back. The original chimneys and most of the original 
verandah are still intact. 
Tired of farming, Zaccheus sold his stock in 1884 and ceased to actively 
engage himself as a farmer. He did however keep a few animals for the 
purpose of fairs and exhibitions and was known throughout the area as a 
raiser of many winning cattle. Reasonably well off, he built a second 
home at Crowes Landing on upper Stoney Lake. The home is now a luxury 
resort known as "Burnham Lodge" and for many years was run by Zaccheus' 
daughter Florence. 
As an interesting note, Zaccheus Barnum was also a witness during a 
local murder trial which the CBC included last year in their special 
about Canadian trials. 
The Burnham children each did very well. Thomas went to Fort Frances 
where he had a hardware store. George married Gertrude Kendry and later 
became a mining engineer. Anne married George Nicholls and, as already 
mentioned, Florence looked after the home at Crowes Landing. She never 
married. When Zaccheus Burnham was attacked and killed by one of his 
prize bulls in 1913, his eldest son Mark Stanley Burnham remained at the 
farm to look after his mother and unmarried sister. Upon his father's 
death Mark Burnham inherited the farm and did not marry until after the 
death of his mother some years later. At mid-life he married Mary 
Erskine and had no children. 
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Mark S. Burnham turned the family property into a working farm again. A 
series of resident managers supervised farm operations and were paid on 
a share basis from profits in addition to receiving free garden and 
orchard produce, milk and firewood. Profits were not high and managers 
came and went. The original farm specialized in breeding purebred 
Jerseys. A large beaver marsh supplied sheep fodder and hay for the 
manufacturing of mattresses. Two large pastures and a creek sustained 
the cattle and less than 100 acres were under cultivation. The large 
woodlot supplied fuel as did a smaller 12 acre lot near the manager's 
house. When Mark Burnham died in 1953 the farm continued to be operated 
by Mrs. Burnham on a share basis until her death in 1966. The woodlot to 
the east of the house was donated by Mrs. Burnham in memory of her 
husband and is known today as the Mark S. Burnham Park. 
The house and several acres of the west half of the lot were sold 
October 19, 1966 by Mrs. Burnham's executors, Alexander Fleming and 
Alexander Roberts, to Roy K. Irwin, John E. Lowes, Frederick B. Sargent, 
Louis K. Shaw and Helen Shaw (#164965). They sold it the following year 
to Ford Plumbing and Heating Company Limited for $87,500.00 (#179968). 
For a number of years the house remained vacant until September 17, 1974 
when it was bought by Frank R. Tsapralis bought a share and the two 
turned it into a restaurant. On December 5, 1977 they sold it to George 
Nicolaides who operates under the name of Burnham Steakhouse 
Incorporated. (#326306). The building is now a beautiful restaurant, 
maintaining much of the original decor. 
In honour of the Burnham family, it is known as Burnham Mansion with 
only a new kitchen wing added to the back and new entrance at the front, 
it is still every bit as stately and impressive as the day the Burnham 
family moved in more than 100 years ago. All the income 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW 
 
Burnham Mansion follows a simple brick two storey Italianate style with 
a hipped roof and projecting corner library wing. 
Quoin brick work decorates all the corners and a row of corbell string-
work beneath a row of brick dentils runs around the house under the 
eaves as a cornice. The upper storey contains round topped sash windows 
on the south, east and west facades and the ground floor contains plain 
topped sash windows on all sides. Some of the windows are of 
contemporary stained glass A two storey projecting wing on the north 
side contains six symmetrically placed small paned windows on the east 
and west sides and a small upper story window at the back. 
 
The front facade of the house contains a roof dormer with a round-
topped, small-paned, stained glass window as well as a two storey bay 
projecting from the hip-roofed library wing. The front door is situated 
to the west of the library wing and an original treillage verandah with 
an awning style roof surrounds the main body of the house on the front 
and east facades. Only the verandah floor has been replaced. 
The east and west facades each contain an upper and lower storey window 
while the north facade contains two upper and two lower storey windows. 
Two sets of symmetrically paired chimneys extend from the main roof 
while one extends from the library wing. Because Burnham Mansion houses 
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a business it is possible that future additions may be made to the back. 
However, they will not harm the structure or appearance of the original 
home. 
 
Brief researched and prepared by: 
Gina Basciano 
 
Architectural description by: 
Gina Basciano 
 
Photographs by: Martha Ann Kidd 
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Burnham Mansion- RR#8 Peterborough, Ontario-Chain of Title  
Part of Lot 27, Concession 11, Otonabee Township 
 
 
PATENT - February 28. 1830 - The Crown to Zaccheus Burnham All 200 
acres. 
 
BARGAIN AND SALE - February 5. 1857 - Zaccheus Burnham to William Hudson 
- NW part 26 acres. 78 #11318 
 
MORTGAGE - March 24. 1858 - William Hudson et ux to Reverer Mark and Asa 
A. Burnham - Pt. NW¼ – 22¼ acres - discharged by Burnhams - $500.00 - 
#12338 
 
RELEASE - September 1. 1858 - Asa A. Burnham et al- to Rev. 
Mark S. Burnham – E½ + SW¼ 145 acres + NW¼ and other land #12705 
 
BARGAIN AND SALE - September 27, 1871 - Reverend Mark Burnham to 
Zaccheus Burnham Jr. – E½ + SW¼ - 150 acres - $1.00 #812 
 
BARGAIN AND SALE - November 22. 1878 - Reverend Gough (widower to 
Zaccheus Burnham Jr.- NW¼ - $4140.00 #1992 
 
GRANT - October 19, 1966 - Alexander Fleming and Alexander Roberts - 
Executors and Trustees of last Will of Mary Frances Burnham - dec'd. to 
Roy K. Irwin, John E. Lowes. Frederick B. Sargent, Louis K. Shaw and 
Helen Shaw – $75.000.00 - Part of W½ - #164965 
 
GRANT - December 18, 1967 - Louis K. Shaw, Helen Shaw, Roy Irwin, John 
E. Lowes and Frederick B. Sargent to Ford Plumbing and Heating Company 
Ltd. - $87.500.00 - Part of W½ - Plan annexed - #179968 
 
GRANT - September 17, 1974 - Ford Plumbing to Frank F. Tsiampas, in 
trust - $2.00 + considerations Part 1 on 45R 1291 - Tax aff't. 
$65,000.00- Consent of Committee of Adjustment annexed. #272687 
 
GRANT - January 9, 1975 - Frank F. Tsiampas to Frank F. Tsiampas and 
William Tsapralis ($1. 0O) - partnership property - Part being Part 1 on 
45R 1291 #276276 
 
GRANT - December 5. 1977 - Frank F. Tsiampas and William Tsapralis to 
Burnham Steakhouse Inc. - $1.00 + c. 
Part - being pt. 1 on 45R 1281 - Tax aff't. $272,519.00 #326306  


