
THE PECK HOUSE 
183 Mark Street 

LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 183 Mark Street, Peterborough, Ont. 
P1A L1 S 50 feet of N. 1 64 feet of E 105 feet of lot 1 S of Maria & W of Mark PL lA F 38 
 
OWNER: Mr. & Mrs. D.A. Harwood 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1846-1850 (Maps and Records) 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: This small handsome house is probably the only gable facade stone dwelling in 
the city of Peterborough and one of the very few in the county. The building housed some of early 
Peterborough's most eminent citizens: A.H. Peck, brewer; his son, E.A. Peck, Conservative 
member of the Dominion legislature; Mary Armour (Mrs. A.H. Peck), daughter of Rev. Samuel 
Armour; and John D. Armour, at one time Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. 
 
SITE AND SETTING: Situated in Ashburnham, well away from the hubbub of centre town, the 
Peck House is located on the shore of Little Lake, just west of the Mark Street wharf. Surrounded 
by ample grounds, few Peterborough homes command a more delightful view. A perfect picture of 
the Little Lake Centennial fountain is obscured only slightly by the many varieties of trees. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: This gable facade stone dwelling was built for Mr. Arthur Henry 
Peck, whose stone brewery was located about a block west of the house. The brewery has long 
since been destroyed by fire but the house, with modern additions, remains. 
 
Mr. Peck's wife was Nancy Armour, daughter of the Rev. Samuel Armour, the first Church of 
England Clergyman in the town of Peterborough. Mary Armour's brother, who became the owner 
of the house in 1885, was John D. Armour, Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. Peck himself 
was a strong Anglican and served a year (1874) as Churchwarden of St. John’s (indeed, on 
Sundays he occupied pew #72 at the same church). Mr. Peck's son, E.A. Peck, represented 
Peterborough in the Dominion legislature for many years as a Conservative M.P. 
 
Throughout its long history the house was heated by stoves – it never had a fireplace. It did, 
however, have two minor fires, one of which is believed to have been started by tramps who 
frequented the house during the 1930's. 
 
Since the Harwoods acquired the house in 1953, two sympathetic additions have been 
constructed: the rear addition was built in 1959; the side addition in 1964. One stairway has been 
removed and another, formerly outside, is now enclosed in the rear addition. The south-east upper 
window was added in 1964 in the interests of symmetry-it is a fine simulation of the style of the 
period. The remaining upper windows are original as are the random width red pine boards on the 
upstairs floors. 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING: The house, without its recent additions, is a 
rectangular, one and a half storey, gable facade, two bay dwelling. The walls are constructed of 
random coursed rubble which probably came from the Jackson's Park quarry. 
 
There are no chimneys; the roof surface is broken only by a single shed dormer on the north side. 
The roof trim consists of boxed cornices on both the eaves and the gable ends. 
 
The flat window openings have plain wooden trim and lug-sills. They contain casement windows of 
two sashes each with eight panes. The upper windows have single sashes, nine panes, slip-sills, 
and plain lintels of wood. 
 



THE PECK HOUSE 
183 Mark Street 

The main doorway is located in the gable façade and is offset to the right. It is flat, like the window 
openings, and has plain wooden trim only. There are no sidelights or transom. 


