
The James Reid House 
1154 Armour Road 

 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: All and Singular, that certain parcel or tract of land ,and 

premises, situate, lying and being in the City of peterborough, in the County of 

Peterborough and Province of Ontario and being composed of Lot number 9 

according to Registered Plan 12G, designated as Part 1 on Plan 45R3177. 

(Instrument # 345140). 

 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: Late 1840's or early 1850's. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built and inhabited by James Reid who was a nephew 

of one of Douro's first settlers, Thomas A. Stewart. The construction follows a 

style used by the Stewart and Reid families in which vertical logs were placed 

into sills at the top and bottom. However, 1154 Armour Road is unique since 

planks instead of logs were used in its construction. 

 

SITE AND SETTING: 1154 Armour Road is in the northeast section of the city in 

what was once part of Douro Township. It is bordered to the west by Armour Road, 

by field and trees to the south and east and by an Armour Road residence to the 

north. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: The James Reid House (1154 Armour Road) stands on a lot 

of land originally obtained by Robert Reid in 1822. In that year, the 56 year 

old Reid and his brother-in-law Thomas Alexander Stewart became the first 

settlers of the then un-surveyed Douro Township. Coming from Ireland with their 

families (Reid and his wife Maria had six daughters and three sons while Stewart 

and his wife Francis had three small daughters),the two were furnished with 

letters of introduction to Lieutenant Governor Maitland of Upper Canada who, at 

York, granted Reid and Stewart 1200 acres each in the unbroken township of 

Douro. Reid's acreage was later increased to 2000 acres and the lands were 

finally patented to them in 1848. Both men were of the class and gentry that the 

government wanted in the new areas to balance the republican and rebellious 

influences from the United States. 

 

In September, Reid and Stewart visited Douro, stopping along the way at Rice 

Lake to speak with surveyor Richard Birdsall and, according to Mrs. Stewart's 

diary, the two men were enthusiastic about their future in the backwoods. On 

returning to Cobourg, Stewart became ill and the task of transporting the 

families, servants and furniture from York to Cobourg fell to Robert Reid. He 

continued on with his sons to Douro where he had eighteen men working on two 

winter shelters, some of them Smith Township volunteers. When Stewart arrived 

with the families on February 10, 1823 the houses were almost ready for 

occupancy. The Stewart home was a four room log cabin promptly named "Auburn" 

while the Reid house, located a half mile north, was an open front shanty. (See 

Appendix 1). Mrs. Stewart reported that the Reids found their shanty quite 

healthy except for the times the howling winds outside caught the sparks of the 

fire and "set fire to their bedding while they slept". 

 

In May 1823, Richard Birdsall surveyed the township and assessed that the Reid 

house stood on lot # 4, concession 12 of Douro. At this time the Reid children 

were still in Douro. 

 

James Reid was a public land surveyor and lived for many years on the family 

property. After a number of years on the family land, John Reid, also a land 

surveyor, moved into a roughcast house that stood near the eastern limit of the 

Nicholls Oval, facing Armour Road. It had been standing many years before being 

rented by Mr. Reid from Samuel Dickson. Eliza Reid eventually married Dr. John 
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McNabb and after living a short time in Douro, moved to Otonobee Township and 

then to Peterborough. Ann Reid married Ivan O'Beirne who later bought a lot 

north of the Reid house. Eventually Ivan O'Beirne's successful career as a 

lawyer took he and his wife to Peterborough. Mary Reid later married Colonel 

Samuel Strickland, the brother of Catherine Parr Traill and Susanna Moodie. It 

was Colonel Strickland who founded and helped build the present village of 

Lakefield. Frances Reid eventually married James Blackwell who farmed on the lot 

next to the Reids. Several generations of Blackwells lived in Douro and later 

went on to become prominent in the field of architecture. The Reids only had one 

other child after coming to Douro. Henry Reid, born in 1824, was the first male 

white child to be born in Douro. 

 

Robert Reid led a respected life in Douro acting as a Justice of the Peace and 

later becoming County Auditor. During the Rebellion of 1837, Reid and Stewart 

led a company of their neighbours to Toronto, but arrived after it had ended. 

When he died in 1856 at the age of 84, he left his home and acreage to his son 

James. Many delightful stories of Robert Reid's life in Douro exist to the 

present day. One of the most popular tells of Reid, a large burly man who 

formerly ran a woollen mill in his native Belfast, carrying his broken logging 

chain to Port Hope for repairs. Many such pioneer hardships Mr. Reid is said to 

have overcome with manly vigour and perseverance. Robert Reid was also one of 

the principal entertainers of Sir Peregrine Maitland on his visit as Governor in 

1826. 

 

It is difficult to ascertain when James Reid built what is now 1154 Armour Road. 

The construction style suggests the late 1840's. However, Robert Reid's last 

will and testament of 1856 arranged for money to be left to James "to build a 

new dwelling house and offices”. One can only say that the house was built 

sometime during either the late 1840's or early 1850's. 

 

On August 20, 1877, James Reid sold the house and a few acres of land to William 

Spencley, a labourer who settled in Douro Township in 1865. (Instrument #1939). 

Spencley sold the house in 1900 to Elizabeth Gibson for $200.00 (Instrument 

#4864)who then sold it back to him on December 6, 1902 for the same amount. 

(Instrument #5205). On October 20, 1906, William Spencley sold 1154 Armour Road 

to one of its most prominent owners, William G. Morrow. A Peterborough native, 

Mr. Morrow was Vice-President and Managing Director of the Toronto Savings and 

Loan Company and President of the Peterborough Lock Manufacturing Company. He 

also directed the Central Canada Loan and Savings Company and the Imperial Life 

Assurance Company. He was a member of City Council for 1907, 1908 and 1909, 

Mayor in 1910, Chairman of the Public Library Board for 1912 and 1913 and a long 

time member of the Peterborough Curling Club. Mr. Morrow rented the house to 

Archie and Nellie Windsor of Peterborough and in 1908 transferred ownership to 

the Toronto Savings and Loan Company. (Instrument # 8612). The Windsors bought 

the house from the Company in 1947 for $1200.00(Instrument # 9319). At this time 

Mr. Windsor worked as a driver for Peterborough Lumber. 

 

On May 6, 1965, the Ontario Municipal Board ordered that certain parts of Douro 

Township, including the area containing the Windsor's home, be annexed to the 

City of Peterborough. It was then that the house address was changed from River 

Road to 1154 Armour Road, (Instrument #163424). 

 

The last survey of the area was completed on November 9, 1978 by Thomas E. 

Lyons, Ontario Land Surveyor. On this survey, the house is part of Lot 9 on 

registered plan 12G, City of Peterborough. 
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Finally on March 26, 1979, the Windsors sold the house to the present owner, 

Mrs. Shirley Vidler of Peterborough (Instrument #345140). In immaculate 

condition, the James Reid House remains as a charming part of Peterborough's 

early history and a link with a number of the area's more noteworthy families. 

One need only look at this quaint little home to be reminded of such names as 

Reid, Stewart, Strickland, O'Beirne and Blackwell, as well as a form of 

construction popular among the area's most prominent pioneers. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW: 1154 Armour Road is constructed 

of vertical planks set into sills at the top and bottom. The planks measure four 

inches in thickness and vary from nine to eighteen and a half inches wide. They 

are set into a twelve inch sill which rests on a stone foundation. The floor 

joists are six by six inches and the ceiling joists which are set into slots cut 

out of the vertical plank walls measure two by eight inches. 

 

The plan of the house is typical of the horizontal log and frame houses of the 

period. It is rectangular in shape with doors breaking the centre of the front 

and rear walls. Small windows flank the door on the front facade. There is a 

small window near the front on the right side and another near the rear on the 

left side. 

 

The interior is divided into one large room entered by the two doors with two 

small rooms, divided by a staircase opening of this large room on the right. The 

ceiling is 7 feet high on this large first floor. 

 

The front door opens onto a small porch supported by two wooden columns. The 

door on the north facade opens onto a long verandah also supported by columns. 

 

Brief prepared by: 

Gina Basciano 

 

Architectural Description: 

Martha Ann Kidd 

 

November 13, 1982 
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Chain of Title 

1154 Armour Road 

 

Lot 9. Plan 12G 

City of Peterborough Concession 12. Douro Township) 

 

(Originally Lot # 4. 

 

****Robert Reid came out to Douro in 1822 with his wife Maria, six daughters and 

three sons. He received 1200 acres (Later increased to 2000 acres) from 

Lieutenant-Governor Maitland at York. However, he did not register this land 

until 1848. 

 

PATENT June 1, 1848 -The Crown to Robert Reid- All 

 

WILL  April 30, 1858 - Robert Reid leaves his land to his son James Reid. 

 

B&S August 20. 1877 - James Reid et ux. to William G. Spencley.-All 

$100.00-#1939 

 

GRANT  February 19, 1900-William G. Spencley to Elizabeth Gibson All 

$200.00-#4864 

 

GRANT December 6. 1902- Elizabeth Gibson (widow) to William G. Spencley 

All-$200,00-#5205 

 

GRANT October 20, 1906- William G. Spencley to William G. Morrow-All 

$300.00-#5645 

 

GRANT January 22. 1908- William G. Morrow to the Toronto Savings and Loan 

Company All-$1500.00-#8612 

 

GRANT December 15, 1947- The Toronto Savings and Loan Company to Archie 

and Nellie Windsor-Joint Tenants. All-1200.00-#9319 

 

GRANT March 26, 1979-Archie and Nellie Windsor to Shirley Vidler. Part-

being Part 1 on 45R3177-$25.900.00-#345140 


