
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THE JAMES BLACKWELL HOUSE 
1066 Armour Road 
Peterborough, ON



 
"The James Blackwell House" - 1066 Armour Road 
 
 
LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION - The building is known municipally as 1066 
Armour Road and is located in the City of Peterborough, in the County of Peterborough 
and in the Province of Ontario...being composed of part of Block G according to and 
shown upon registered Plan 12G for said city formerly Township of Douro more 
particularly: commencing at a point in the South limit of said Block G at a distance of 5.67 
feet from the S.W. angle thereof; 
Thence N. 88 degrees 45 minutes E. 251.5 feet 
Thence N. 5 degrees 24 minutes E. 450.341 feet 
Thence N. 1 degree 50 minutes E. 20.0 feet  
Thence N. 88 degrees 10 minutes W. 10.0.feet  
Thence N. 1 degree 50 minutes E. 332.53 feet  
Thence S. 72 degrees 37 minutes W. 95.20 feet  
Thence S. 7 degrees 48 minutes E. 23.37 feet  
Thence s. 60 degrees 03 minutes 40 seconds W. 279.0 feet  
Thence s. 7 degrees 10 minutes 40 seconds E. 430.99 feet to a point marking the 
beginning of a curve to the right of radius of 1942.86 feet and chord of 95.91 feet S. 5 
degrees 45 minutes 48 seconds east, a distance of 95.92 feet to the place of the 
beginning. (Instrument # 208977) 
 
SITE AND SETTING - The James Blackwell House is located at 1066 Armour Road in the 
northeast section of Peterborough, formerly Douro Township. The property is bordered to 
the west by Armour Road, to the east and north by fields and to the south by the 
Peterborough Golf and Country Club. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE - The house is an excellent example of the Regency style of architecture 
and still maintains its original form of outside covering. It was built for James Blackwell 
and his wife Frances on a piece of land originally obtained by Mrs. Blackwell's father 
Robert Reid, one of Douro Township's first settlers. Mrs. Blackwell was also a niece of 
Thomas A. Stewart. Born in the house was William Blackwell who became one of the 
foremost architects in the Peterborough area during the late 1800's and early 1900's. 
 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION - Pre - 1850 
 
STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE – Regency 
 
OWNERS AND OCCUPANTS - J.E. and M.F. Laycock 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - 1066 Armour Road stands on a piece of land originally 
obtained from the Crown by Robert Reid in 1822, one of Douro Township's first settlers 
and a brother in-law of Thomas A. Stewart. James Blackwell came from England in 1815 
and settled first with his father in Ops Township near Lindsay and then moved on to Douro 
Township. 



 
During the late 1840's and early to mid 1850's he obtained several tracts of land from Reid 
and subsequently set up a very successful farm. Upon his marriage to Reid's youngest 
daughter Frances in the early 1840's, Blackwell built the impressive home now known as 
1066 Armour Road. Also built were a number of sheds. The buildings stood on what was 
then lot 4, concession 11 of Douro Township according to James Reid's survey map of 
1872. 
 
Several children were born to the Blackwells in the house, perhaps the most noteworthy 
being William Blackwell born in 1850. William Blackwell studied architecture with his first 
cousin Walter Strickland in Toronto and worked for several years on the Canadian prairies 
upon receiving his degree. 
It was there that he met his wife, the English born Annie Hales, whom he married in 1884. 
In that year he returned to Peterborough to establish a practise and began the 
construction of his Benson Avenue home. His architectural achievements in - 
Peterborough include the Harstone House at 565 Water Street, now the property of the 
Canadian Red Cross Society and the Sullivan House at 83 Robinson Street in 
Ashburnham. William Blackwell died in 1937 leaving his son Walter Blackwell to continue 
the family tradition of fine architectural achievements. 
Walter Blackwell's works include some of the additions to the County Court House and to 
St. John's Anglican Church and Parish House. \ The house at 1066 Armour Road 
remained in the Blackwell family for a number of generations. Upon the death of James 
Blackwell on September 7, 1917, the house and part of the land were-sold to Robert 
Blackwell for $250.00. Upon Robert Blackwell' death in 1935, the house was sold to Frank 
R. Blackwell, Thomas J. Blackwell, Ivy L. Baths and Alice Wilson for $1.00 (#8189). Four 
months later on June 29, 1935 they sold it to Ella A. Earle for $2800.00. (#8219). Upon the 
death of Mrs. Earle in 1969, the house was inherited by her daughter, Mona F. Laycock on 
April 1, 1970. Mrs. Laycock and her husband reside in the house today. (#208977) On 
May 6, 1965, the Ontario Municipal Board ordered that certain parts of Douro Township, 
including the area containing the house, be annexed by the City of Peterborough. It was 
then that the address became 1066 Armour Road. (#163424). Over the years 1066 
Armour Road has retained much of the charm it boasted upon its construction more than a 
century ago. It still retains the original form of exterior cover and remains a quaint sit on 
the scenic route via River Road. 
 
 
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING FOR DESIGNATION BY-LAW 
 
This storey and a half, stucco clad frame house is rectangular in shape with a gable roof. 
A centre gable breaks the roof line on the west side and a storey and a half kitchen wing is 
attached to the east side. The two bay main facade is on the south gable end. The ground 
floor has an entrance with side and transom lights and a four panel door, and a French 
door. There are two six over six pane double hung sash windows on the upper storey. The 
west side has two floor length windows - like French doors - on the ground storey  



 
 
which are symmetrically placed on either side of the centre gable which breaks the roof 
line and contains six over six double hung sash windows. The north side has two windows 
on the ground storey with two slightly smaller windows above them on the upper storey. 
All have six over six pane double hung sashes. Board and batten sheds are attached to 
the north side of the kitchen wing. There are two chimneys, one located in the center of 
the roof edge of the house and the other in the centre of the gable end of the kitchen wing. 
The verandah across the main facade is now enclosed. 
 
Researched and written by: 
Gina Basciano 
 
Architectural Description and Photographs by: 
Martha Ann Kidd 
 
 



 
 
Appendix 1 - Chain of Title 
 
Robert Reid came to Douro Township in 1822 and received 2000 acres as a Crown 
Patent. He registered the land with the land registry office in 1848. There is no record of 
Reid selling the lot of land now belonging to 1066 Armour Road to James Blackwell. Since 
Blackwell married Reid's daughter, it is possible that he received the land as a wedding 
present. However there is no proof at present to support such a theory. It is safe to 
assume that Blackwell received the land somewhere during the mid 1840's. 
 
GRANT - May 10, 1918 - James and William Blackwell: executors of James Blackwell 
(deceased) to Robert Blackwell Part - for $250.00. 
 
GRANT - February 8,1935 - James Blackwell: executor of will of Robert Blackwell - 
deceased - to Frank R. Blackwell, Thomas J. Blackwell, Ivy L. Baths and Alice Wilson for 
$1,00. 
Part. #8189 
 
GRANT - June 29, 1935 - Frank R. Blackwell et ux, Thomas J. Blackwell (unmarried), Ivy 
L. Baths and Alice Wilson to Ella A. Earle for $2,800.00 - Part. #8219 
 
GRANT - April 1, 1970 - from Oliver R. and Donald D. Earle Executors of Ella A. Earle 
(deceased) to Mona F. Laycock $2.00 #208977 
 
 
 


