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Pearson Program Reflections 

Hello Pearson Families 

March has arrived, and with it we hope some milder 
temperatures so the ice in our playground starts to melt 
away! 

January and February were busy months here at 
Pearson Child Care.  The preschool children were so 
invested in the Gruffalo’s Child story.  They spent hours 
replaying the story with their friends.  They did some 
fantastic exploration of speed that came from the 
children’s interests in the cars in the room.  There were 
ramps with paint, feathers and balls to blow across a 
finish line to see which is fastest. 

The toddlers were so intrigued by the big snow bear 
family on George St., that on a lower enrollment day, the 
educators took the children for a walk to see the big snow 
bear.  They talk about the snow bear every day and 
helped build their own snow bear in our own playground.  
There has been a lot of painting and other creative 
materials for the toddlers over the last couple of months.  
The room is filled with the children’s artwork! 

Our family spirit week was a lot of fun.  We learned about 
the children’s favorite stories and plush friends.  The 
family dress-up was too cute!  We hope that your family 
had fun participating.   

Along with our spirit week, we have started our Guest 
Puppy Project.  Each room has a toy puppy and a 
journal.  Families are encouraged to take the package 
home one weekend and document their family 
experiences with the guest puppy.  It can be as simple as 
taking a picture of your child and the puppy at bedtime 
reading a story, or possibly a Saturday morning trip to the 
market!  It could also be some drawings of your family’s 
trip to visit grandma or grandpa…. Nothing is too small or 

https://occmsweb.peterborough.ca/OCCMS/TempReports/bda5cfc6-bbf5-49d3-89b0-50ee7fdbf0c4.xls?web=1
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too much fun!  Talk to your educator about getting your family on the list for a visit from 
one of our puppies. 

I would also like to remind our families that the community wide parent satisfaction 
survey is live until March 11th.  Our last survey generated a great number of ideas and 
opportunities to make our program more responsive to your needs.  From the feedback 
in the survey, we started the family spirit week, the guest puppy project and our junior 
chef project to name a few.   We look forward to seeing the results of this survey and 
looking at what we can do to make our program better.  We welcome all of your 
comments.    

Toddler Tales 

Over the past few months the toddlers have really become more interested in sensory 
exploration.  Sensory play includes any activity that stimulates a child’s senses.  This 
could be from touch, smell, taste, sights, hearing, movement and balance.  Sensory 
activities facilitate exploration and naturally encourage children to use scientific 
processes while they play, create, investigate and explore.  It’s an important part of 
early childhood development and aids in brain development.  Some of our explorations 
have included shaving cream, cooked spaghetti noodles, ice, Jell-O, classical music 
with scarfs and goop.  Each child explores in their own way.  Some children enjoy 
getting “messy” while other use brushes and have cloths nearby to clean up as they 
explore.  We will continue to expand this interest further with ideas such as lemon and 
lime tasting and What’s that Smell? by incorporating different spices from the kitchen.   

Here is a very simple sensory activity you can try at home.  All you need is cornstarch 
and water.   

Pour one cup of cornstarch into a bowl.  Slowly add half a cup of water.  Mix together 
with your fingers or spoon. If too runny add more cornstarch.   Add house hold items 
such as small measuring spoons or cups for transferring. The possibilities are endless. 
Have fun and play! Carlie, Kristen, Elisabeth and Cat 
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Preschool Happenings 

The preschool room has settled into 2020. The children have been busy exploring and 
investigating colours. After spending time reading a book called Mix It Up, we set out an 
experiment on mixing colours using food colouring, eye droppers, and clear containers. 
The children got to mix colours by using the eye droppers in yellow, red, and blue food 
colouring. The children observed different colours forming as they mixed two of the 
primary colours. This experiment supported children’s decision making, problem 
solving, independence, and promoted children to ask questions. 

In the dramatic play area, we have set out a veterinary office with stuffed animals and 
doctor kits. The children are building a sense of belonging and well-being as they were 
taking care of the animals and their peers. Over in the block area the children have 
been busy using their imaginations and creativity. The children have been creating 
unique structures with the large plastic connectors. Each day the children are always 
creating something new.  There have been tractors, lawnmowers, rocket ships and so 
much more! Expanding on their creations we have added loose parts so they can 
enhance their creations. 

With the change in the weather, we have enjoyed some indoor days and the opportunity 
to use the school gym. Just another friendly reminder to please bring in indoor shoes as 
we recommend appropriate foot wear for the room and gym.   

- Kim, Julie, Robin, Lauren, Quinn    

 

Preschool Book Pick 

The children in the Preschool Room have really been enjoying the book:  The Gruffalo 
by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler. 

The repetitive, predictable rhyming in this book makes it a favorite of many of the 
children.  The little mouse in the story outsmarts all of the other animals in the forest 
that would like to eat him for lunch by using his imagination and creating a creature, the 
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“Gruffalo” who happens to be the mouse’s friend and would like to eat the predators of 
mouse for his lunch. 

The children find humor in the book and many of them are able 
to retell the story over and over again using the props that have been set up for the 
story in the room. 

Song Choice 

Although the Preschoolers love all sorts of songs, they have really been enjoying The 
Wheels on the Bus.  They have been experimenting with changing up the verses of the 
song to make it funny” the cows on the bus go moo, moo, moo” etc.  They have a great 
sense of humor and come up with some fun ideas.  The next time you sing The Wheels 
on the Bus with your child ask them: “what else happens on the bus?”      
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